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DIVERSITY: Back in the late 80’s | used to go to punk shows 
at Washington Hall in Seattle. One of the cool things about going 
there was the diversity of the shows, | remember seeing bands that 
- were totally different on the same bill. Straightedge bands like Reso- 
lution and the Brotherhood played along with hardcore bands like 
Subvert, Christ On A Crutch, and the Jesters of Chaos. Pre-grunge 
# noisey bands like My Eye and Catt Butt played shows with punk bands 
like the DC Beggars, Aspirin Feast, and the Gits. The cool thing about 
these shows is they drew a pretty diverse crowd, from college and 
highschool kids that looked pretty normal, to decked out fashion punks, 
crusties, skinheads, and more. | really liked seeing bands from differ- 
™ ent genres of punk playing together because | like more than one 
style of music. | got turned on to tons of new bands at these shows 
and | liked the diversity of the crowds. Today things seem different, | 
know it’s in part itis because there are about 10 times as many people 
into punk and 10 times the number of bands (| don’t think you could 
have found 4 bands playing the same style in Seattle 10 years ago). 
Now we have shows where every band playing is a crusty band or 
straight-edge band, or it’s all ska bands, or all some other style. When 

: this happens, the crowd tends to dress the same and act the same, 
and the show is overwhelmingly attended by hardcore fans of the specific type of music. This is 
boring, you know what to expect when you go to the show, it’s taken some of the excitement, 
diversity, and creativity out of punk shows. It’s also caused our punk community to have larger rifts 
between the fans of specific styles. The garage punk fans rarely show up to any shows besides 
ones with garage bands. The straightedge fans have in some cases tried to totally sever their 
version of “hardcore” from punk entirely. Crusty kids will only go to crusty shows, and if crusty 
bands aren’t playing they all hang outside and drink. It’s funny, because | like bands in all these sub- 
genres of punk. Today at home | rocked out to some garage, straight-edge, Oi!, crusty, queerpunk, 
old school, hardcore, pop punk, and 77 style punk bands. To me this is all punk rock, | like bands 
that fit into all these styles and more, and | want to go to shows and hang out with people that reflect 
the diversity of my tastes. Don’t you? 

THIS WHOLE CHUMBAWUMBA THING: Yeah Chumbawumba used to be an anar- 
chist punk band and now they are a famous pop band, so what! Everyone is either wallowing in 
disappointment or happy that these UK squatters can now spread their message to the masses 
now that they are pop stars. They lost most of their anger and message along the way and have 
been pop for years, | don’t find this either that disappointing or fantastic. Enjoy them as a pop band 
or go listen to some punk. 

PUNK IS NOLONGER DANGEROUS: Ina conversation with some friends, one said 
that punk just isn’t dangerous anymore. You know it’s true, when | was gettin’ into punk we got beat 
on for looking weird when walking down the street, now every other kid is a freak like me. Punk 
shows used to be a lot more violent, there were loads of fights and many people were always on 
edge. When is the last time we have a full fledged riot or a confrontation with the cops at a show? 
Where’s the blood and guts? Actually, | must be getting old, | like it wnen shows are less violent and 
| don’t get sucker punched for having bright red hair as | walk down the street. | guess that’s the 
benefit of punk’s popularity in the 90’s. But | do miss some of that nervous excitement. | also think 
it's too bad that punk’s politics and DIY ethics weren’t assimilated more into mainstream culture 
along with our music and fashion. As they’ve turned rebellion into money, they have helped drain 
out most of the rebellion. Thankfully there is a lot more to punk than fashion and music for many of 
us, it’s often the ethics, people, and politics that continue to keep people involved. 

“THERE SURE ARE ALOT OF ASSHOLES OUT THERE TONIGHT" said the guy on 
stage into the microphone. This was followed by some claps, yells of agreement, and a few too 
many jeers and thrown cigarette butts. | am not the biggest fan of spoken word, but | usually just 
boredly watch or go talk to friends. This night however things were different, | was kinda diggin’ the 
performance, plus the audience seemed awfully hostile, probably because the speaker was talkin’ 
politics. | recalled the last time | had seen spoken word at this same venue, Erik Bogosian was 
flown in by Sub Pop from New York and took the stage after the Didjits. He was a New York stand 
up, famous for being rude and crude, but the local crowd was so hostile he ended up walking off 
stage. What is it with Seattle? When it's a boring riot grrrl doing spoken word at the Velvet Elvis all 
the kids are wowed in amazement, when it's someone who is a little more wild and fun, they heckle 
them too much. It's hard to imagine this is the town that spawned Steven Jesse Berstein. 

But back to the story, as Mark Brubeck ranted his latest pieces before the Stratford Mer- 
cenaries took stage, | sadly watched some crusty hippy continuously throw garbage on him. After 
Mark was done | commented loudly to a friend about what an asshole the dreadlocked dickhead 
was and slagged him long enough for him to turn around and face me. | told him he was acting like 
a little kid, to which he admitted. But he said he had heard everything the in the spoken word 
performance before, as some kind of weak excuse. So fucking what! Does that give anyone the 
reason to throw garbage at someone? I've seen a hell of a lot of stinky crusty hippies before, should 
| follow the same logic and throw garbage at them? | think it takes some guts to get up before a 
crowd of people and speak your mind. To spill your emotions and feelings to your fellow punks. | 
don't think a little heckling is anything bad, it's voicing your opinion back, but hiding in a crowd and 
throwing shit at anyone up on stage is gutless and stupid. If it was Lee Ving up there he would have 
stomped your ass. Get some balls and hop up there yourself and state your opinions if you feel so 
motivated to show your disagreement. We want people to feel free to speak their minds without 
ignorant harassment, didn't most of us get over that kind of shit in gradeschool? 
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Dan or Ten Things, what a great article in | think the last 10 things about 
getting old and liking punk. It was such a great observation on growing up 
and trying to balance responsibility with youthful energy and inspiration. 
Hopefully the two don’t cancel each other out. Even at 19, | want to be 
responsible and mature, but everything seems to tell me that it means | 
can’t have enthusiasm or spontaneity. | hope that doesn’t turn out to be 
true! The article was a great observation on that whole dilemma. Thanks! 
Brian Wood 


Thanks Brian, | think Adrian’s column in issue #16 addressed many 
of the issues we start to think about once we’ve hung around the 
punk community more than a couple of years. At 29 I find a lot of the 
people that were my peers in punk have either clung to past glory or 
fully dropped out of the punk community. Well I can’t blame people 
that do either, but | always take delight in meeting people over 25 still 
involved and having fun and balancing that with jobs, families, school, 
etc. We all get older, and only some of us are punk for life, | take 
comfort in the thought that there are others out there besides me still 

hanging around the punk scene long after our rebellious teenage 
years. We’re still pissed, proud, and punk, but we also need to 
have some progression in our lives to keep from growing stag- 


nant. —dan "You rock!" 


Hey Dan. Chick here from NRA. | think congratulations in 
my direction are in order - | just (finally!) got my motorcycle li- 
cense after going two years without one. Anyways, I’m not tryin’ to 
be one a them kiss-asses or nothin’, but YOU ROCK! (No of- 
fense to any other zines) you’ve done the best layout for a Loud- 
# mouths interview yet, it really shows what the band are about, 
with the Tura Satana and Betty Page pics. Which is great cause 
the LM’s sometimes get lost among the straight forward punk 
bands and NYHC bands on our label as they are the only garage 
band. So, thanks mate. The Anti-Flag feature was great too (al- 
though | must admit | didn’t actually READ either one of them yet- 
| just got it ten minutes ago (besides | can’t read, but | will as soon 
as | learn to). You may also be interested to know that Crap 
Records, whose ad is on the same page as the Loudmouths inter- 
view and ad, is owned/run by Carly Crap who started out as Anti- 
Flag’s roadie/manager on the Sub’s tour last spring and ended up 
the Sub’s bass player on the same tour, in Alvin Gibbs’ absence. 
So, that’s quite coincidental (or maybe not). Okay, | guess that’s 
it. Lots of wet slobberies, Chick, New Red Archives 


Crutch material, a NW punk couldn’t ask for a greater x-mas 
gift. Thanks for putting out so many good bands in ’97. So when 
is that a Northwest Loudmouths tour finally happening?!? -dan 


Hi Dan, my name is Eddie, | saw your mag scanning through some 
stuff. | respect people that put out their own little mags. | have four 
friends down here in east LA that put out little mags. I’m looking for 
pictures to put something together. But my question was, what 10 
\ things does Jesus want me to know? eneumann@csupomona.edu 


People ask me this fairly often, but | don’t think I’ve said it in the 
zine. The name is actually from one of those street-preacher pam- 
phlets someone handed me one day. We tried to write out 10 
things mocking it, but got bored about halfway through and got 
drunk instead. -dan 


Hello 10 Things, | would like tell you guys about Visalia, CA. Things 
are really fucked up here, it has been going downhill slowly for the 
# past year. The Visalia cops here like to harass us “weird” looking 
people for hanging out on Main Street downtown. | got arrested for a 
curfew violation along with many others. Curfew here is 10pm on week- 


days and 11pm on weekends. OK, so | guess that’s pretty reasonable. 
Well, now they made a new law, get this, you can not stand on the side- 
walk and talk to your friends, if you do you will get a ticket. If you act 
abnormal you could get a ticket or arrested, this is like if you walk weird or 
something. What the fuck is going on here? We don’t distruct (sic.) the 
businesses, we just go there to get together with our friends. Can cops 
arrest you for anything now? If you spit on the sidewalk, I’m sure they 
could arrest you for that. My point of this letter is to say screw the Visalia 
Police Dept, there are way too many laws. No matter how many tickets | 
get and how many times they arrest me, | will keep going back. because | 
think it’s OK to do so. That'’s all that matters to me, | don’t leta cop stop me 
from doing something that’s not hurting anyone, they're just bored like we 
are. -Zap Shamrock (shamrock@linenoise.org) 


They have a bunch of similar laws here in my old neighborhood, 
Seattle’s U-District. Most of the laws are generated by pressure from 
local businesses that perceive kids hanging out as somehow hurting 
their business. They put pressure on the local Chamber of Commerce 
and the police to do something about the kids. Sadly in essence they 
are right, goofy punk rock kids with green mohawks do scare away 
some of their customers, but instead of trying to figure out why kids 
are hanging out there, they make more and more laws. Let’s face it, 
kids are pushed around by society. The public schools have lost the 
funding they need to support after-school programs, any cool kid 
hang out or all-ages club has to fight tooth and nail against police 
and community pressure to stay open, parks are either not safe, no 
longer exist, or are also patrolled by abusive police, skate parks are 
regulated and controlled by non-skating adults, etc. It seems like 
adults don’t want kids to have any fun or to have any place to go to 
meet other kids. Kids end up on the street because the sidewalks are 
public, you can meet up with friends, meet potential friends and lov- 
ers, and basically have a public space hang out in. But the adults 
don’t like that either. So where are kids to go? Ask the police and 
adults that next time they bug you. Ask them where are the places 
and spaces that are available for kids? They have taken them all away, 
they want you to shut up, go home, watch TV, and be a nice little 
boys and girls or they will ticket and arrest you. | agree, things are 
fucked. Usually | have some helpful advice, but | don’t really have 
any, except know your rights and know the laws. Consider reading 
up on the laws at your local hall of records and contacting the ACLU 
about what is going on if you think your rights are being violated. A 
little public pressure can at least draw attention to unfair laws like 
curfews and prohibitions to sitting on the sidewalk, sometimes it even 
changes the laws. —dan 


About yer “punkrock” zine. | cannot believe that you even have the nerve 
to call yourself “punkrock”. You are a buncha fucking stage blood wearing, 
gothic, wannabes who slap the name “punk” on you to look cool. You are 
the reason punk will die. Fuck you. It is people like you that make me 
wanna puke all over my toughskins and find something better to do. You 
try to make punkrock the next “cool” fad, the next hip trend, the next MTV 
special ready to air 40 times a day, 7 days a week. The closest thing to 
punk about you was your quick hotshot references to Danzig (without even 
mentioning the Misfits). And another thing! About your fucking fashion ar- 
ticles! | agree it’s fun to dress up to offend, but the purpose of doing this is 
to differ from society... NOT to fit in with the latest trend or fashion!!! HERE 
ARE YER FUCKING 10 THINGS (read ‘em over a couple a times maybe 
you'll learn a thing or two!) 1.) Industrial and punk have NOTHING in com- 
mon! 2.) Stop trying to sellout punk because you are doing more than just 
selling out the latest cool name and one hit wonders...Yer selling out the 
REAL punks and our whole culture that we live by! 3.) Don’t judge us! 4.) 
You need more than some spikes and a Slayer CD to be a punk. 5.) If you 
want to fit in with the “cool kids” go hang out with the altern-a-teens like the 
trendoids you are! 6.) Forget satan. | don’t believe in god and | don’t be- 
lieve in satan. Satanism is the cool, “look at me! I’m an outcast!” way to be 
a catholic! 7.) Fuck off! 8.) Read # 4 again! 9.) Your article about punx 
never getting swirlies or getting spit on by jocks; I’ve got news for you! IT 
STILL HAPPENS!! | don’t know how things work from where you come 
from, but here, punks are still the outcasts! And whether you like it or not, 
punk still ISN’ T the cool thing to be. 10.) | liked the ARE YOU GAY? 
article. As a request from all the underpunx in Houston: Read # 2 about a 
hundred times, suck an egg and FUCK OFF! Skulls and crossbones, Sticky 
and the rest of tha punk kids! (Landscape0@aol.com) 


"I cannot believe that you 


even have the nerve to 
call yourself punkrock." 


Are you an authority on 
what is punk rock? | wasn’t even 
sure if | should dignify a corporate 
Amerikkka endorsing AOLer with a 
response, but hell, |am a masochist. When are punx gonna learn that 
getting email via AOL is like buying records from major labels or 
eating at McDonalds? Try supporting a indie local service provider 
instead, apply your punk rock ethics to your whole life, not just your 
musical choices. So you must have stumbled upon the Web version 
of 10 THINGS. Spare me your “you are not punk” theories, | was see- 
ing DOA, the Circle Jerks, 7 Seconds, SNFU, etc. over 10 years ago. : 
guess you missed our interviews, news, and review sections and went 
straight to the columns, which are supposed to sometimes reach be- 
yond the world of punk (thankfully!). How you got the idea that any- 
one besides Wandi is a goth is beyond my comprehension. And Wandi 
wrote her fashion columns in a humorous and sarcastic manner, did 
you hear the wooshing sound as the humor and sarcasm went over 
your head? I guess we expect people to have a little brains when they 
are reading, but maybe that’s expecting too much. As far as having 
industrial reviews, no one said it was punk, we have industrial, death 
metal, and ska columns, we don’t claim they are punk, we do it to 
throw in a little diversity so our zine doesn’t end up looking like MRR. 
That’s the same reason why we do fashion columns, cooking col- 
umns, sex advice and the like, we like to keep things interesting. We 
are continuing to add more columns, especially on DIY and sex ori- 
ented subjects. | personally find straight-up punk music zines or po- 
litical zines to be a little boring, sorry if by trying to make things more 
diverse and fun we somehow offend your “I’m so punk” ego. You 
seem to think you are a real punk by spending your time criticizing 
others. This is a common occurrence in the punk community, but it’s 


not really a sign of punkness. What zine are you doing? What all ages f 


shows are you putting on? What band are you in? | love how the fe 


people that actually do something for our community are shit on by “3 + 


all the assholes that just found punk and think they know everything 


about it there is to know. They sit around in criticism of those that are : 


busy actually contributing to our community in- 
stead of getting involved themselves. Judging me aah 
or our zine by reading one or two columns is not 
going to give you the full picture and | don’t need 
you or anyone else to define punk for me, | have done 
pretty well defining it for myself. (Besides, | have more spikes on- 
my leather than you ever will, | don’t think you want to get ina -Z% 
contest there, I’ve spent too many days sitting around with a =. 
case of cheap beer spiking my jacket. “Spikey haired drunk '@ 
punx, Oi! Oi!” -the Casualties). | am so fucking sorry you take 
such offense to someone putting something back into the punk 
community they love by spending all their time and money put- 
ting out a zine, plugging local punk shows and bands, and 
releasing their music. Without “sell outs” like 
me there wouldn’t be a punk community at 
all. Stop whining and start acting. -dan 


About your response to the letter by Brandon = ’'mnot , 
Christian and it takes a lot to offend me, but | am offended when. & 
“nunks” put others down for their views. You have to respect = \ 
others’ beliefs, even if you disagree. I’m an atheist, but that doesn’t + aa 
mean I’m going to spit on a church. Punks have to be careful not - . , 
to support the Nazi-punk stereotype. It’s your ‘zine so write about = 
whatever you want. | love your ‘zine and didn’t mean to complain. 
Oi! -Colin (Bickviper@aol.com) 


Criticizing someone’s argument isn’t supporting a Nazi 
steretoype, it’s supporting free speech. Unfortunately Colin, | don’t 
think punx are any more or less tolerant than anyone else, even if we 
pretend we are. Do you respect everyone’s beliefs, even if you dis- 
agree with them? Do you respect the beliefs of Jeffrey Dahmer? Do 
you respect the beliefs of rapists? Do you respect the beliefs of people 
that tell you that you are going to burn for eternity because of your 
sexual orientation or because you want control of your own body? | 
guess it’s true, | have lost respect for Christianity because of all the 
bad I’ve seen it do, including its effects on me directly. | may respect 
their right to free speech, but that doesn’t mean | respect their beliefs 
or opinions. | should feel free to say that | think their beliefs are bullshit 


¢ and point out the reasons why | think so. | don’t see anything fascist 


in that or free speech in general, so | guess | have a hard time seeing 
what you are getting at. | don’t advocate violence against people or 
things | think are fucked up in our world, | just voice my opinion and 
hope to make people think a little. You say | should have respect for 
a religion that has done so much harm and been responsible for so 
much death (let us not forget the Crusades). | think you are confused 
about what respect is all about. Respect is earned, it isn’t given auto- 
matically. Some asshole, waving a bible, screaming at me that | am 
going to hell and telling me what | should believe, has done nothing 
to earn my respect. In regards to Christian punk, | have said before, 
it’s cool that there are punk and hardcore bands Christians can re- 
late to, | however think most of their anti-abortion, anti-queer, and 
pro-”God” lyrics are bullshit because | don’t share those beliefs. | 
pretty much disagree with most of their politics. If they send me their 
music for review or write me a letter, shouldn’t I feel free to be honest 
with them? Would lying to them about my feelings be showing them 
more respect? -dan 


Thanks for the copy of 10 Things... it’s darn cool. | like the many 
columns. Wandi’s article “Crack A Walnut With Your Pussy” is awesome! 
The philosophy of the pussy being more powerful is really thought provok- 
ing. I’m making it required reading for my wife! I’m getting QECE zine from 
the printer tomorrow. Look for it soon. Oh yeah, thanks for the review, too. 
Keep in touch! -Larry Nocella (editor, QECE) 


Thanks Larry, Wandi is a big proponent of both female power and 

being open and frank about sexuality, loads of people seem to dig 

her columns (well, except for the guy that doesn’t think they are punk 

enough). If you dig her writing, you should check out the zine her and 
her pals put out, Post Modern Sluts, there should be a review and 
: Sarai info in the zine review section. -dan 


Hey. Howzit? I’m just curious as to why you think you've got it all 
.: figured out. What | mean by that is, | read your little “reply” to some- 
" one about MxPx. Have you even heard the new album? It rocks. Just 
because they've said they are Christians, you diss them. That's 
’ one of the lamest things I’ve ever heard. They can’t write good 
fT songs because of their belief in God? Not so. | think 
they're better than most punk bands out there. They 
can actually play, for one thing. What if someone decided (and many 
: do) to not listen to any bands because of their DISBELIEF in God? 
Wouldn’t that be stupid? Yeah, it would. They’d be missing out on a lot 
of good music. In the same way, your decision is as such. If you dis- 


=e j_ agree with their beliefs, fine, but to say they suck and whatnot is silly. 


Joel (hcjoel@hwcn.org) 


4 We have to put up with a lot of Christian bullshit in this world, 

K when we dare to voice our personal opinions about it, Christians 
% get outraged and deluge us with letters of complaint. | never 
claimed | have it all figured out, | am voicing my opinions, and no 


~ one is forcing you to read them. For most bands, their religion and 


E their music have little to do with one another, religion is a personal 


™ choice. If a band chooses to push their religious beliefs through 


their music, | think they are opening those beliefs up for criticism. | 


F criticize band lyrics fairly often. If they have strong beliefs and sing 


or speak about them, | am sure they are fully capable of defending 


them. Obviously they can have religious beliefs | disagree with and 
Ee; music | still think rocks, | did put 90 Lb. Wuss on the compilation 


# CD we put out. However, | personally think the music MxPx plays 
® suck shit, it’s boring pop punk, completely void of any originality 


and not even any fun. That’s of course just my opinion, | for 
the most part like harder music. Loads of people that be- 
lieve in gods and other wacky things like aliens and crop ; 
circles manage to put out music that’s still good, | just + 
don’t think MxPx is one of those bands. | think they suck * 
because they are boring, not because they are Christian. | 
think the last thing we need is more bands watering punk down / 
and making it parent friendly and devoid of any rebellion, I'd 
rather see a beer spitting pogoing street punk band any day. — 
dan 


| thought the column “Punk And Me” by Vicki Villain was very good, but “& 


| do have to disagree with something. She says that punks now come from 
very stable households and their parents buy their happiness, instead of 
them rebelling for what they feel is right. My family is probably what you 
call stable, but not to me. | am the freak of the family, everyone is in total 
harmony until | come in because | am not the local jock or prep, | am a 
punk and if! want to be like that, my mother and father will not support me 
in any way. If | want clothes, unless it fits their standards, | have to buy it 
myself. If | want to go to a concert | have to find my own transportation and 
money. | am too young to move out, but too old to be molded into what 
they want. | have to support my own transportation to everywhere and my 
clothes and interests. So if you say we punks today get our parents to buy 
us everything, to me you’re wrong. I’ve seen what you’re article talks about 
though, with the expensive punk look (you can see the difference from the 
real non-poser look) and the ska look that so many people have taken on 
to be “cool” or “popular”, fuck them though. | am not one of those and hope 
| never result to be. With my own views on politics, religion and music/ 
looks/taste, | guess | have learned to be independent and not to rely on my 
parents support or views to guide me blindly through life. -Vanessa 


Hi, | wrote to you earlier, then | got thinking a bit and | decided to 
come back on here and tell you what | was thinking. Well first of all | love 
your web page. I’m not really hip to the Interent lingo. And also | liked your 
comment to some guy in the letter column about how you think it is fucked 
up that he judged punk through the media’s image of it. Third, how do you 
get your zine in the mail? | live near Toronto and we don’t get it here. So | 
would like to say that I’d be willing to pay a slight mail charge (around 3-5 
dollars) to receive it and maybe a bit more to receive some more to give to 
friends. | also would like to say that you guys were a great reference for 
me to look at when | started my own zine. | looked at a whole bunch before 
| started to make it because | know nothing about laying out things on a 
page and fonts and pictures. Now | am doing really great. That’s about it, 
if you want | could show you my zine one day, | need some criticism from 
some people who know what they’re doing. Thanks as always, rioting for a 
good cause, Vanessa (ukpunker@hotmail.com) 


Vanessa, I’m glad you liked our Web version of our zine and the col- 
umns got you thinking, even if you disagree with what Vicki had to 
class families, that’s how it’s always been, suburbia, Christianity, 
greed, and middle class politics are all fuel to rebellion. That doesn’t 
but many do. And how parents deal with their ~S 
kid getting into punk seems tototally vary, 9 
a 
driving kids to shows. | think parents 4 
should dig punk, while we may listen / ‘i 
there are some great politics, ethics, {4% i/<,) 
beliefs, and people involved in the punk \' ‘ wag 
community. When you’re young and going “\3 
through teenage rebellion, you rarely get 
parents today are more accepting of punk just be- » 
cause punk has broken into the mainstream here and Bi 
bad thing. The big test with punk is who hangs around 
after they are on their own and no longer a teenager, hope- 
current issues are $3ppd in N. America. I’m glad our zine helped \ 
you out on working on yours, send us a copy when it’s done, * ° 


say. | think in the U.S. a lot of kids that get into punk are from middle 
mean every kid has a middle class background, 

from getting kicked out to the parents ./ a 

to abrasive music and dress funny, but * ; 

along with your parent(s), but | would say that 

there, so it’s not completely foreign to them. This isn’t a | 

fully that will include you! You asked about ordering 10 Things, : ; soy 
I'd love to check it out. -dan 


x pu? “ss 


Dan/10 Things, so what about religion. If you are SO against them 

why are you a punk. Because punx as much of a religion as Bud- 
dhism, Krishna, Islam, & Moronism... (ooops Mormonism). Think 

about it, for a open minded free thinking group of idiots, there 
sure are a lot of rules. Yes I'm guilty of trying to enforce these 
rules, but | like every one else am not perfect. Some of these 
rules like nonviolence, anti-racism, are or should be social norms 
for everybody, other punk rules like DIY and all that crap are rules, 
that supposedly, set us the so called free thinkers and/or punks 
apart from “normal” society. | just put on Minor Threat to keep 


\:.. me company, a band that set down all of rules ( yes I'm sXe). lan did 


say that religion is “filler in your head”, and Code 13 backed him up 
on it too. But take a band like Code 13 stayin’ true to the old school. 
| like Code 13, but the way most punx stay true to the old school makes 
the movement just as dogmatic as any religion. Dressing nice for a court 
appearance and bringin’ a change into yer punk gear. Hey, if you're gonna 
look nice, do the whole day at least, or stay true and go to court as a punk 
and fuck what they think “not my hair my hawk”. Or you stand up on a 
stage preaching away telling people to be free thinkers while they cheer 
blindly. Who’s the one brainwashing us? What if you're a band that cares 
only about your image, it may be hard to believe, but you can be cool 
without spiky hair and those damn bug sunglasses or forks on yer arm. 
Quit taking your social life from a bottle, not having any fashion of your 
own “cycle boots ‘n’ safety pins” (correction for Dan, the Quincy Punx 
said “where were you in 82”). Read a book, some Kropotkin, Tolstoy, or 
whatever. In the last 10 Things Jerome said that Dan should think out his 
political beliefs, | think we all do. Even if | did talk a lot shit | needed to 
vent a little, and maybe those people | mentioned will think about what 
they believe, and who they are, we all should, just think freely don’t let 
Steve Ignorant or Kropotkin do it for you. Postscriptum: Peace, equality, 
freedom and free thinking. Postpostscriptum: The Retard’s SUCK. Derek, 
treat people, especially women, with respect and maybe I'll respect you!!! 
-Dan Nielsen (seattlevegan@hotmail.com) 


You managed to slag over half of the old school punk bands in Se- 
attle, that’s a feat in and of itself. | am.not “so against” religion, it’s 
not rational and it’s annoying to me, but I really don’t spend a lot of 
time thinking about it. Christianity in particular pisses me off, but 
not as much as the pro/anti-Christian banter in our letters column 
would make you believe. | guess putting the word “Jesus” in your 
zine title tends to attract such arguments, I really wish they would 
die down. | don’t think punk can be looked at like religion, you are 
comparing apples and oranges, religion is a belief system based on 
faith, rather than rational or scientific thought. Punk isn’t about faith, 
it’s grounded in music and do-it-yourself ethics, there is nothing 
god-like about that, it seems pretty logical and fun to me. Some would 
say punk is completely the opposite of religion because it means 
having no faith in anything at all, but that may be a bit too extreme. 
| also don't think religion is really about rules, but it’s always been 
used as a tool for power, so rules have been pretty inherent to the 
existence of most religions. Regardless, | don’t really see too many 
“rules” in punk. | guess | am one that doesn’t follow a lot of the 

social rules, so | don’t really see them as “rules”. | see nothing 
wrong with punk fashion, I like spikey hair and jackets anda 
pair of fishnets will drive me crazy, but of course to me 
fashion is more a superficial part of punk. It may look 
cool to me or turn me on, but that doesn’t make it a rule. 
For me punk fashion is more of a fetish, it’s something 
_| I like, not something I need. Some of the most normal 
;¥ looking people are also the punkest people | know (Jen 
from Fucktooth/MRR or Cameron that writes for this 
zine are two examples). But that’s me, talk to Nils 
(who’s court appearance you are obviously slaggin’) 
and he will openly tell you for him “the look” is a big 
' part of punk. Hell, I've even argued with him about it. 
But we have to realize we can’t define punk for other 
£4 people, it’s a wide umbrella that includes very different 
“f people that sometimes only share a few bands or beliefs in . 
common. Old school/new school, who cares, we all like bands 


i 


saad 


, , from different genres of punk. Don’t we have anything better to 
\ \ e worry about then what clothes people may (or may not) be 
ae 


wearing? -Dan 
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HARDCORE FROM BEACH RECORDINGS AND XLIFESENTENCEX 


Domesticate It 


You Say Modernation The Sickness Must End In Your Blood 
7inch Deal: Three 7” records for $9.00ppd. Bands featured 
- APEFACE, LEMMING, RINGWURM, THE ABORTED and 
South Jersey Harcore Comp with DA’ REAL DEAL, BURN- 
SIDE, DOWN FOR THE COUNT and SPIRIT OF 88 


All Cds are $10ppd or 3 for $25. Overseas, please add $3 for postage. 
Send a stamp for a full catalog of punk, ska, hardcore and more. 


BEACH RECORDINGS: 1230 MARKET ST.#135 SF,CA 
94102 415.553.8725 


It finally came down to it! SWV has separated the Hard from 
the Soft of it’s video library to create this essential catalog 
and reference book for you Nostalgic Porn fans out there! 


STEP RIGHT UP AND GET 
YOUR SWV BLUE BOOK! 


Peg cast acest WE'VE ADDED OVER 
140 NEW XXX VIDEO TITLES 
TO OUR HARDCORE CATALOG 


(more than 90 are Double Features!) 


Complete listings and descriptions for 
our ever popular Bucky Beaver Stags, 
Loops & Peeps, Solo Gals, Grandpa 

Bucky’s, and 70’s Triple XXX Movie 

House Trailers, Bucky Goes to the 

Movies feature films & Dragon Art 
Theatre Double Features! 


P <4 Other treats in store for you: 
AL S * The inside story on storefront theatres! 


& fi > 
B CKY EAVER! * White Coaters & F***umentaries! 
U B + 42nd Street in it's heyday! 
* Raunchy Regional Rants & Ramblings! 
And we’ve got a deal for you! * Rare photos and graphics documenting 
: " | this seedy era! * Loving tributes to Rene 
Send your $5 in now and Bond, Uschi Digard and Candy Samples! 
receive the SWV BLUE BOOK | «History of the famous Pussycat Theatre 


ical * The story of Bucky Beaver comic! 
at half off the $10 cover price: |. The 70's Gay Scene! * And much more! 


Please enclose $5 and send to: 
SOMETHING WEIRD VIDEO® BLUE BOOK 
PO Box 33664 Seattle, WA 98133 (206) 361-3759 Fax (206) 364-7526 
Please state with signature that you are over 21 years of age and are 
requesting sexually explicit material for your own personal use. 


. *V/A Reno Food Not Bombs Benefit EP 


(Intifada, Dread, Gob, Bristle, etc.) 

V/A Making Human Junk LP repress quite soon 
Cause/Adversives EP 

Intifada/Causc EP 

Tomorrows Gone EP 

BUG #8 (Crue, T. Sister) 

HELP #4 (Eyelid, Trial, Rain On The Parade) 


Prices: US/Can/ World 
LPs $7/8/9 

Ts $3/4/5 

Zines $1 


Distributed by: 
Ebullition, 
Rhetoric, 


Spiral Objective 


post office boa 2015 
Seattle, WA, G8111 -2018 


SEATTLE WA = 7 
Band News: Trial got a new drummer, they are writing songs eS = =5 Wie = — 


for an upcoming album, and searching for a new label. Wash- 
ington straight-edge heroes of yore, Undertow, played a re- 
union show in November, no news if it was a one time deal or 
not. To round out the straight-edge news, Tacoma’s Botch re- 
eased their first blistering full length a few months back and 
have been playing out around town. The Degenerats broke up 
after recording an album’s worth of material, they hope to re- 
lease it despite the break up. Out of the ashes of the Degenerats 
and Damaged Goods has formed the Finks, look for them play- 
ng live in the near future. Another new band to check out is 
Scathed, they play fun screamy crusty music with female vo- 
cals. The rumor is Shark Chum have broken up just as they’ve 
released their first album. 90 Lb. Wuss has a new album out, 
they broke up for 3 days when the bassist left, but reformed 
with a replacement. There is a new split 7" out with Flight 800 
and the now defunct Noisome Faugh. The Retards debut 7" 
should be out any day now. Positively Negative reformed and i 
have played a few shows. Bristle has been playing tons of ar uw 

local shows, as have Decrepit, Whorehouse of Representa- PHOTSS By DAN 
tives, Monster Truck Driver, and many more great bands. Sicko released their 3rd full length pop punk epic recently, which was slammed by the Rocket. Do 
people actually expect the Rocket to understand anything about punk rock? Sicko have been playing around town and appeared 
live on public access show Deface the Nation. Hai Karate have been playing out and | think they include He Who Could Not Be 
Named from the Dwarves as well as a few other folx from sorta famous bands. They have the Zeke/Supersuckers thing going 
on, with faster songs and alittle step in their own direction they could be more fun. Pipefitter has a new split 7” out. Word on the 
street is the Gimmicks are the band that manages to drag out the aging scenesters, but | have yet to check them out live. Murder 
City Devils toured America, have returned home, and are playing around town. They plan to tour the States again in March, so go 
see ‘em if they play your town and boom swagger swagger to the beat. 


Venue Updates: Area 51 was sold, but still has been doing occasional all-ages punk shows under its new name, Club 
Discretion. Rockcandy has been host to a growing number of larger all ages punk, hardcore, and ska shows, including both the 
Misfits and Stratford Mercenaries. The Velvet Elvis recently celebrated its 4th Anniversary of doing all-ages shows. The 
Eastside’s Old Firehouse and Ground Zero seem to be going strong, although both are having less shows than they were this 
summer. The Up and Down Club (which has gone under a zillion names but was most known as the 99 Club) has been host to a 
number of all-ages straight-edge and hardcore shows. All-ages shows have also been popping up in a few area halls and 
churches, including the University Baptist Church and a Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island, both shows were great 
successes. The Black Cat has also continued with occasional all ages shows. But as Winter has come, there seem to be a lot less 
all ages shows. Punk bar shows are still happening all the time at Gibson’s, Zak’s, Uncle Rocky’s, Sub Zero (the old Off Ramp), 


couches, and has hosted mostly local bands that often play the Crock. Let’s hope they are open to some more diverse bands 

and shows, because it’s a promising venue. Death of a punk: Lee Barryman, who played in a number of Spokane bands, 

<<} including the Fumes, died in October. Lee had been fighting a heroin addiction for a while and died of a drug related 
illness. 


Zine news: Fizz published their last issue, Cathy wanted to actually have some free time, plus she has a baby on 
the way in April, we wish her all the best! Jay decided to stop doing Point of Interest after 7 plus years, he ended with 
a great tape compilation. Jay’s patch and button distro has taken off and now consumes most of his free time and 
energy and he decided it was time to finally quit doing his zine, Point of Interest will surely be missed. With the recent 
zine endings, the departure of Wez (Pool Dust zine) to Arizona, and Thorozine stopping last year, it would seem like 
very few local zines still exist. Luckily newer zines like Hold Your Own, Rust, Milky, Happy Fag, Perevon Plays Dead, 
Rust, Sleeztak, Annezine, Pistil Prose, the Arm’s Extent, the Continental, and many more have stuck around fora few ™ 
issues and all seem to be publishing semi-regularly. 10 THINGS recently donated a few hundred Northwest zines to oil 
the Experience Music Project, who plan to scan the covers, catalog the bands in each issue, and permanently house 
a Northwest zine collection. If anyone else is contributing old or new Northwest zines, please contact us us for more 
information! While yes, they started as “The Jimi Hendrix Museum”, they are now home to 1000’s of punk fliers, 
releases, and zines, so think about contributing stuff if you want it preserved in history. If you haven’t checked out the 
Milky World zine store and gallery in Belltown, get your butt down there. If you are looking for other places to pick up 
zines in Seattle, try Pistil Books, Fallout Records, Black Eyed Records, and Left Bank Books. A new Seattle zine library 
called the Richard Hugo House should be opening pretty soon and they are accepting donations (1254 10th Avenue 
East Seattle, WA 98102), we’ll have more news on it after the opening. 


MTV hits the hippest town on Earth: The rumors are true, MTV will be filming the next “Real 
World” show here. | hope you all do your part to fuck up their filming when you see it going on. 


OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON: 


Behead The Prophet No Lord Shall Live played their 100th live show! A few members are alsoina 
new band called Tight Bros. From Way Back When, which recorded in December for a new 7" for the new Oly label 10 in 1. Anew Halo Benders album should 
be out in January. Godheadsilo has a new album out on Sub Pop called “Share The Fantasy”, it rules, so hop, skip, and jump to your local punk record store 
and pick it up. The garage scene is starting to improve, with bands like the Notorious Broadies drunkenly leading the charge. This is good news, because for 
the amount of talented people in Olympia, the musical output has been severely lacking these days, especially on the punk front. 


TRI=CITIES, WASHINGTON (WITH KEVIN FLUSH): 


Loudermilk (ex-members of Sister June and Oil Can Boy) have just released a record (which was reviewed 
in the Rocket! WOOO)!), you might want to get it if you like Pantera mixed with Shutter To Think’s style of music. 
Quiet For Hours is releasing something soon. They play the more melodic Tri-cities style, with Josh from Crown esus Wants You fo Know 
on bass. There are also some new bands starting with some totally different sounds than the usual Tri-cities crap. First we got some ska bands (ewww!): 
Dante’s XII (ska-punk with a bit of comedy) and Rude Al Skankovich (straight old school Ska, with the “Pick it up’s” and everything). Punk bands are spreading 
like a virus after the almighty Ninja Boners broke up, such as: the Snuff Junkies (straight up punk, kids sticking to their roots), the Gooks of Hazard (slow and 
rockin’ old school with Iggy Pop covers), and Christ Riot (pretty indescribable, but faster than hell, with ex-members of the Ninja Boners). We also have some 
new bands with the typical Tri-Cities sound: Length (pretty fast and heavy, ex-members of Upanishad and Hang Dog, with a trombonist), Fullerdale 
(complicated beats and bass lines with a sound all of their own), and Hush (ex-members of the Cast and Upanishad, just kick ass music with tons of tempo 
and sound changes). Halls/shows: On November 29, the Uptown Tavern had its 1 year anniversary putting on shows. At this special occasion, Tri-City rock 
stars Ladybird Unition play with the those sloppy drunk bastards from Wenatchee that have no future whatsoever, LOPEZ!!! Actually, Lopez are pretty rockin’, 
| love their new split with Humpy on Pink House Records. We also might be getting another all-ages hall here, but we won't really know until January. We've 
recently had some great bands play here, including Goodness, Gashuffer, and Karp. More bands are on their way. On New Year’s Eve we had a huge local 
band festival which was even being sponsored by the city! Every good local band you can think of played. If you want to bring your stupid asses down here 
(you’re stupid, cause you’re even considering it) call either Kevin (509-375-4233, make sure to leave your name and #) or Boyd (509-943-6077). Please give 
us loads of time and please remember that if you want people to come we really need time to get a good crowd bringer. Otherwise the show will be a waste 
because Tri-City people eat big fat turds and deserve to die in a Hanford Meltdown. But don’t let that stop you from coming here! You will get gas money (usally 
more), food (only if in contract though... ), a place to stay if needed, and you will have loads of fun when we get a good 
show going. 


PORTLAND, OREGON: 


Answer Me! zine publishers Jim and Debbie Goad recently divorced. As far as Debbie is concerned it is the end of their 
zine, read more about it in the interview with her this issue. The Stage 4 Theater was host to a West Coast Hardcore- 
fest in December hosted by Pocket Change Productions, a new record and booking company, as well as Existence 
zine. Sharks Kill, the Procrastinators, the Obliterated, Detestation and a few other Portland bands have been playing 
around the Northwest. Detestation have a new LP out on some Japanese label. Portland’s main all ages venues are the 
Stage 4 and Paris Theatre for smaller shows, with La Luna having the huge shows. We should have more Portland 
news, but Portland folx have been the more apathetic in supplying scene info than any town Northwest town except 
for Olympia. 


FUGENE, OREGON (WITH MIKE ANTIPATHY): 


Since the timely (some say well deserved) death of Icky’s, the only DIY punk venue in Eugene, the scene has been a 
bit... ummm... dry. The kids at the Whatever house have put on some rocking shows at great personal risk and deserve 
tons of respect for that. As far as bands, Eugene’s own skapunk lords the Readymen, broke up, reformed (minus the 
original bass player) as the Shotdowns, and now once again are the Readymen. Apparently they can still 
bring down the house. The Outclass added Lowell on bass, who promptly dragged the rest of the band 
down to the depths of evil hardcore intricacy, with longer, more technical songs and a darker ambiance 
to their screamy hardcore. They changed the name to something like “The Gift Giving Curse”, although the 
exact details remain unclear. The dark lord’s gift to the armpit between Seattle and Portland has turned out 
to be Roseburg’s own Pascal’s Wager, an emotional hardcore band in every sense of the word. The four 
fellas combine technical hardcore with a morosely passionate edge and sincere political/personal lyrics. 
In my opinion, the best thing to happen to Eugene since the death of Jerry Garcia. Speaking of darker 
things, Altar of Malevolent Desecration, Eugene’s only black metal band, has just been linked to the imfamous dairy mart killings of 1995 (Sony and Roadrunner 
both paid a couple million bucks to the victim’s family for the damage Cannibal Corpse songs did by influencing the drug crazed murderers away from God 
and to the evils of sex, drugs, and rock and roll) and is gearing up for a massive battle against the law and all that is good. As for shameless self promotion, 
the Asylum gathering, slotted for June 17-23, is slowly grinding to life. 6 venues have been found in the wilderness outside Eugene to host the temporary 
autonomous zone which will serve the convergence of concerned punks as they network and discuss issues surrounding the punk/hardcore scene and the 
world in general. Call the Antipathy Collective @ 541-431-8080 for details or write: PO Box 11703 Eugene, OR 97440. Similarly, after a nine month hiatus, the 
second issue of Antipathy is ready with 50-odd pages of sex, politics, hardcore, and smashing the man... send a buck or two to the above address. 


MISSOULA, MONTANA (WITH ZACH DUNDAS): 


Hail, brothers and sisters of the international proletarian struggle! The people’s efforts at liberation proceed according to the Five Year Plan here in the beautiful 
CMAR, with the diligent efforts of local Pioneers and Komsomol units bearing fruit! Together, we are building the new society within the shell of the old! THE 
FIREBALLS OF FREEDOM continue to fulfill the historical imperative of the proletarian artist, producing their trademark “greasecore” music for young persons 
at amazing speeds! The area youth convention at the New Crystal Palace of Popular Amusement was a noteable success in this group’s continuing campaign! 
Rumors of a forthcoming full-length expression of their class-based popular music are rife! HUMPY continues to produce young person’s music in 
accordance with Party principles! Especially welcomed by the local “apparat” is the blistering “hardcore” song “That Which Is Not Especially Cared For By 
One,” a dramatic expression of the youth’s rejection of the inflated cultural currency of the bourgeoisie! POOR WHITE TRASH has developed a new breed of 
people’s music with their ideologically driven fusion of “hip hop” and local youth culture! As the late Comrade Stalin dictated, art must be socialist in content 
but national in form, and the PWT POSSE is the perfect fulfillment of this rich promise! Especially applauded by the Central Committee is the involvement of DJ 
MAJOR TERROR in this project! A pair of “groups” that have returned to organizing activities after brief interludes in re-education camps are OBLIO JOES and 
VOLUMEN! The former continue to play well-crafted anthems of everyday proletarian life informed by traditional “pop” forms! The latter have cleverly 
subverted the decadent liberal form of “New Wave’ for revolutionary purpose! SPANKER and PROSCIUTTO are more “metal” oriented bands, driven by a 
desire to overturn classist norms! Though sharing only one member, drummer Bob Marshall, they are united in their desire for a radicalization of culture! THE 
SPUTNIKS play “gigs” when the schedules of the four members, all of whom work in the aerospace labs of Kosmograd, permit! Rumors of a forthcoming 
“seven inch” fly as this group seeks funding from the appropriate Cultural Ministries! THE CORRUPTORS, formed as an after-school activity by a quartet of 
enterprising Pioneers, continue to prove the energy and skill of our youth! DISGRUNTLED NATION, honorary citizens from the Flathead Region, continue to 
voice the concerns of populations marginalized by late-period capitalism! Such is the state of the Scene, comrades! Contact any of the above-named “groups” 
through your correspondent: 418 W Spruce, Missoula MT 59801! 


SHOCKING TREND: 


Teenagers Across The Nation Turning Up Dead! 

A frightening trend in America’s youth has recently turned 
ugly and has created an unfortunate and devastating side effect. 
For the last few years, new school punks, ravers, skaters, and hip 
hop kids have been wearing larger and larger pants at an increas- 
ingly horrifying rate. But it’s not just that these pants look bad, 
there are some insidious side-effects rising to the surface, de- 
spite the fashion industry’s best efforts to keep the carnage si- 
lent. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA (WITH JASON SCHREURS): 


The BC scene is as hopping as ever. Lots of new bands forming, others 
breaking up, tons of people putting on shows in little shitholes like Nelson, 
Powell River, Williams Lake, Courtenay, etc. and still prominent scenes going in 
Vancouver and Victoria. New releases: Rot:lronsmile 7" (Diminutive), Third 
World Planet 7" (Cashback), Submission Hold 7" (Farmhouse Records), Ren- 
der Useless 7" (Mountain Records), AK47 demo tape, Compilation tape on 
Diminutive, Go CD comp w/47 
hardcore bands (Fans Of Bad Pro- 
ductions), and tons of other shit I’m 
sure. New bands: The Measure 
(ex-members of Okara, Anthony 
Monday, and Daddy’s Hands), Ba- 
bel-On (weird funk from 
uf oe Courtenay), Idahoan (ex-Gus and 
— ES = ex-Pebble folks), Fuck 
UBMISSION You, I’m Stealing Home 
(emo from Victoria), and a zillion 
more | can’t remember right now. 
Bands who broke up: Sparkmarker, 
Strain, Daddy’s Hands (might be 
getting back together), Third World 
; Planet and M.P.A. (Jason Flower 

moved away), Hard To Say, and another zillion more | can’t recall at this 
juncture. Cool shops are Washout in Vancouver, which is on Granville in the 
Vert skate shop. Tons of punk/hc releases and a shitload of zines. Best store 
in BC, bar none. Also, Sabat Info Shop in Victoria on Pandora St. is an anar- 
chist collective that sells books, zines, and music. Great place (in the back of 
a used clothing store). Ditch Records just opened in Victoria downtown on 
Yates across from Lyle’s Place. Haven’t been there yet. Spymarket in Price 
George has closed down, but they are still doing a lot of shows up there. Food 
Not Bombs is still every Saturday afternoon in the park on Commercial Ave in 
Vancouver. Check it out. Tons of demonstrations happened during the APEC 
Summit, with a few arrests and pepper sprays along the way, but a radical 
voice was definitely heard by the Vancouver mayor and his multinational 
cronies. If you want the full scoop on the BC scene, send me $1 or 2 Canadian 
stamps for the SCHtufff... Road Map - a BYOFL-type listings zine for the BC 
scene complete with hundreds of listings for bands, show bookers, cool 


This isn’t the kind of news you are going to find in a 
mainstream newspaper or magazine, whose pockets are padded 
by clothes companies, from the child exploiting Nike to the sweat- 
shop using Kathy Lee Gifford. It’s only a top notch underground 
publication like 10 THINGS that is willing to go the extra mile to get 
you this type of information. Yes, it’s true, big pants are killing 
kids! It began as a series of “unrelated accidents”. A few trips and 
falls here and there on those wider than waistline pant legs. Kids 
were showing up in emergency rooms blaming their broken arms 
and concussions on child abuse and fights, covering up the real 
cause: WHICH WE NOW KNOW TO BE BIG PANTS. Then, early this 
year, the first of the suffocation victims was found. The police 
tried to pass off the first string of West Coast teenage suffoca- 
tions as the work of a serial killer, but we here at 10 THINGS have 
uncovered the truth. Big pants are to blame! Kids are wearing 
pants so large that a gust of wind, or even a heavy inhaling of air, 
can cause the pants to flap up over their faces, entirely cutting off 
their windpipes. The resulting big pants suffocations are not pretty 
or nice, don’t you dare think there is anything funny about this. 
The victims choke for minutes, turning blue, while desperately 
struggling to remove their pants from their mouths. Some are 
lucky, some are able to free themselves from the massive fash- 
ion disasters, but others go limp and black out before they even 
know what hit them. 

What can you do to prevent this big pants travesty? Don’t 
wear them! Don’t let your friends wear them and don’t let your 
family wear them! You have been warned. 


places to eat and hang-out, and political organizations. Send to - Jason Schreurs : BLUE MEANIES 
- Schtufff... 7110 Westminster St./Powell River/BC/V8A 1C6. : Its skankin’ ska madness with 6 songs from THE 
BLUE MEANIES. 4 songs from LOS RUDIMENTS. 
NATIONAL PUNK NEWS AND GOSSIP: ; : Special guests THE SUICIDE MACHINES. NUCLEAR 
Johnny Rotten had legal issues with ex-drummer Robert Williams that a Ve RABBIT. SQUARE ROOTS and THE TANTARA 
were settled by none other than TV’s Judge Judy, according to a press a ee: > MONSTERS. 74 minutes of punk ska fun. 


release by Virgin Records. The episode was taped in October and suppos- 
edly already aired. Did anyone get this on tape? Apparently Levi's wants to 
buy the rights to the Dead Kennedy’s “Holiday In Cambodia” for a TV commer- 
cial. | don’t know what Levi's is thinking, but Biafra would never even consider SKANK FOR BRAINS #1 


it. Fine Print, the national distributor to many larger punk zines that filed for More punk ska fun with 10 songs from LOS 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy in March after months of non-payment, recently con- RUDIMENTS and 10 songs from THE SUICIDE 
verted it’s bankruptcy case to a Chapter 7 liquidation. This is the most common MACHINES. The first and best punk ska split CD. 


type of bankruptcy proceeding, a court appointed trustee collects all non- 
exempt property, sells it, and then distributes the proceeds to the creditors. 
Zines may indeed get paid, but | wouldn’t be too hopeful, reports are the head 


doubled her salary and Fine Print illegally sold off part of their stock a month Bia z SKA BANDITS 

before filing. The Blanks 77 drummer has apparently left the band, they are SB os wow Yes its a new compilation! SKA BANDITS dance and 
trying out new drummers presently. In other Blanks news, they met David Lee Bt 20 e cece skank your ass offlll Its 74 minutes of dancehall 
Roth on their last tour, they said he likes punk rock and Renee even made out 5 Se = craze!l Thrill to the sounds of ska bands from around 


with him. Kinda scary, but apparently she was bragging about it. aA f=: the world!! Meet SNAIL RAMP. FILIBUSTER. PLANET 


_ SMASHERS, CRAWDADDY and morell! 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST DIY CULTURE GIUDE 


10 THINGS and Crash Distro are going to try to get together a North- 
west Book Your Own Fucking Life/DIY culture guide by late spring. If you 
want to send in a listing, photocopy the form in this issue and send it in. (Email 
is even better, it’s less work for us and it means no typos.) If you want to help 


Send for our mail order catalog of Ska, Punk, Hardcore, and Jungle. 
CDs are 3 for $25 ppd or $10 each. Add $3 each for shipping outside USA. 


type stuff out in a few months, | want volunteers! Distributed by CAROLINE and CITY HALL RECORDS 
(Thanks goes out to Kevin, Mike, Bonnie, Jason, Zach, and the 
Northwest Punk-List for local and out of town info. If your town 4 FA C H Hy FCO R f} N 6 C 
wasn’t plugged it’s your fault, get off your lazy ass and send some- 
thing in! As usual, some of this info is second hand and gossip, 1230 Market St. N° 135 San Francisco (A 94102 heachrec@best.com 


don’t take it as absolute fact.) 
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th 
with Adrian grenier 


There are certain topics in this little punk community that are recur- 
ring themes in the various forms of media that we express ourselves. Ex- 
amples of these themes are the great straight edge debate, “What punk is to 
me”, the role of women in the scene, is Less Than Jake a sell-out band, you 
have read the headlines. One topic | have seen addressed often is that of 
lyrics: the meaning of lyrics, the value of bubblegum lyrics, the connection 
between the punk ethos and lyrics, etc. 

The prevailing thesis of writers has been the following: lyrics are as 
important, if not more important than the music. People who listen to the music 
and miss the message have missed the boat. People who sing along and raise 
their fist in the air at all the right parts of “Model” by AVAIL but can’t pontificate 
on women’s stereotypes may as well not be involved in the first place. And 
then there is the sappy, hummable pop punk lyrics about girls: total drivel, 
right? 


Usic and tne Messaec. 


One person who comes to mind as an author of this theory is the 
well-spoken Jen Angel of Fucktooth fanzine. | have read several of her col- 
umns in several zines, but | must lose my credibility by admitting that | have 
never actually read Fucktooth, shame on me, but not for the lack of trying. 
When reading the theories of Jen Angel and others, | have pondered about 
how their beliefs fit with mine on the issue, as | often do when reading editorial. 
For the most part, | feel left out and do not feel their argument. It seems as 
every punk editorial has some reference to “when | got into punk X number of 
years ago,” so | shall do the same: When | was in sixth grade and heard punk 
for the first time, | was not drawn by the message, | was drawn by the music. 
When | was playing air guitar on my tennis racket and singing along with Henry 
Rollins to “Rise Above” at that tender age, | wasn’t spouting any commentary 
on my attitude toward society, | was rockin’! Most would agree to that; if not 
then you give yourself much more credit at the age of 11 than you deserve. 
But, most would so that the energy of music provides a medium for conveying 
ideas, that once one grows up and begins to decipher the meaning of the lyrics 
and learn something about: (fill in favorite punk epithet here). People who go 
to shows and get into the show but don’t feel the lyrics dishearten writers such 
as Jen Angel. The crux of my argument: Is it so bad to just rock out? More 
eloquently: isn’t enjoying the music for the pure power, art, expression, expe- 
rience, and enjoyment justification enough? Music is an art form, and as such, 
may be enjoyed purely on its artistic merits. Music runs the gamut of emotions 
from utter despair to total elation, and for me, has been a resource to turn to in 
times of need. When | feel like shit, music is there to pick me up, when | am on 
top of the world, so is music. | thought a little about the history of music in the 
way it relates to this issue. In my old punk rock age, | listen more (mostly?) to 
various forms of classical music (you wanna talk powerful?) and jazz. Most of 
this music doesn’t contain a message that has to be understood to really ap- 
preciate it. This music is simply brilliantly played, moving artistic expression. 
Granted, the pure talent (a very amorphous word) level of the average jazz/ 
classical musician is light years of the average teenage DIY punk kid, but that 
is irrelevant. Now | know we are all supposed to be good little punk kiddies and 
reject everything that is part of the system and the established music industry. 
| agree to a point. | wholly reject commodifying music: what the mainstream 
music industry does. | do not, however, reject appreciating the beauty of the 
music that moves me. This moving music moves me in the way that music has 
moved people in the world since the dawn of time; it makes me crazy, | jump 
around the room in excitement, | feel the pain of the emo singer, | bob my head 
back and forth to the jangly girl pop. It is wonderful music by my standard and 
| fucking love it. So what if they lyrics are not the focus. 

Attempt at credibility: Lyrics have affected me. 411, a band from my 
home turf, single handedly changed my views on homosexuality. So much of 
what Avail sings really sticks to me and makes me think. But some times | just 
want to feel the beauty of the music, rock out in the juvenile vernacular: is that 
so wrong? -Adrian (vegiman@earthlink.net) 


i. myself . 


This adventure took place some time around © 
the first few months of 1995. The Rickets had broke 
up for the first time back in December. | was livingina __ 
punk house in Olympia, Washington, trying to pick up 
the pieces. All this took place during the height of my 
depression over the Rickets breaking up. I’d been liv- 
ing off of Black Label half racks, Sominex sleeping 
pills, and 89 cent Jeno’s Pizza’s. I’d heard there was a 


party up near the Eastside in Oly at a place called the Glass House. This 
house defined the term punk house. Around the turn of the century it was a 
whorehouse so it had strange rooms and dark , dingy hallways around the 
outside of all the rooms. For a while it was abandoned and used as a squat. 
My friends Robby P. and Devin had gotten a few people together, found the 
owner, and were paying rent and living there. 

That night One Ton and Skurvy (a legendary Olympia Thrash-Punk 
band) were playing. To enter the house you walked up a rickety flight of stairs, 
pushed open a black door and you were in the kitchen. | knew this wasn’t the 
average Olympia party when | saw the K Records shield logo on the the wall 
with big red paint crossing it out. | walked into the main room as One Ton 
started their set and kept making trips back to the Hallway to get more keg 
beer. One Ton played rad Motorhead/Black Flag influenced hardcore. During 
their set | tried to start a slam dance pit. | ended up getting thrown against a 
huge window that led to the hallway. As | stepped away from the window | 
heard a crash as it was knocked out of its sill and crashed to the hardwood 
floor. 

Finally Skurvy was playing their classic metal punk complete with 
their singer Rob stripped down to his notorious Tighty Whiteys. The hardwood 
floor was covered in beer slime and kept bouncing from the weight of all the 
people. A lot of people wouldn’t even go in the room ‘cause they thought the 
floor would cave in . | guess | didn’t care much and just kept attempting to slam 
dance. Instead | spent a large portion of their set rolling around in the beer 
slime on the hardwood floor. Eventually the bands had finished and the kegs 
were dry. It was time to pick up on chicks. | walked into the main room and my 
eyes locked with those of a beautiful brunette. By then | was pretty trashed so 
| just stumbled up next to her and said “Hi, my name is Larry. What is yours?" 
Before she could answer | climbed on top of her giving her a wet, slobbery, 
tongue slimed, drunk ass kiss. | was expecting to be slapped, but instead she 
started kissing me back. We kissed for a while and then she said “Wait a 
minute, | don’t even know you.” “that’s O.K.” | said and she walked away. | 
kept my eye on her throughout the evening. 

Later, | decided to go into the kitchen where she was standing talk- 
ing to people. | think this is when | found out her name was Daminga. | decided 
to impress her with some skateboarding tricks in the kitchen. | was attempting 
to do wall rides but instead my board flew out and from under me and hit 
Daminga hard in the knee. She was in a lot of pain and everyone was glaring 
at me like | was a dumb drunk ass. So, to distract from what had just hap- 
pened, | decided to do a boneless and smash through one of the many bed- 
room doors. | figured the door would fly open and I’d land on the floor and 
probably interrupt someone making out in the room. Instead | did a boneless 
through the door that led outside and down the rickety flight of steep ass stairs. 
| looked down during mid flight and saw the stairs looming below me. Before | 
could scream “Aw Fuck!” | had let go of my board and landed halfway down the 
stairs and was forced by momentum to continue pummeling downwards until it 
all ended with me bashing the back of my head on the edge of the doorway at 
the bottom of the stairs. The next thing | remember is laughter, and the door at 
the top of the stairs opening. My friend Robby P. and some other people helped 
me to my feet. | had a deep gash on the back of my head, but | took my friends’ 
advice and drank more beer to help with the pain. By the end of the night | had 
a lump the size of a golf ball on the back left side of my head. It looked pretty 
ridiculous next to my 12 inch mohawk. 

The cops eventually came to the party because a dumbass named 
Treat from San Diego had thrown a beer bottle at a cop car and was screaming 
at all the cops telling them to fuck off. Luckily | was standing next to Daminga 
holding hands when the cops came. We ended up riding home in the backseat 
of our friend’s car. We were making out during the entire ride. When we were 
dropped off on the West Side | asked if! could go home with her. She said she 
wasn’t sure if it was a good idea bringing a stranger like me home. She also 
said that she was on the rag and wasn’t sure if she felt like it. She told me to 
walk her home while she thought about it. 

At the time she was the best sex | ever had. When | woke up in the 
morning she was blasting Orgasm Addict by the Buzzcocks. She came in the 
bedroom and asked if | would like to take a shower with her. Being the dumb 
ass twenty year old | was, | said No because | didn’t want to mess up my 
mohawk. She seemed slightly offended. We eventually said our hung over 
goodbyes. | left and skateboarded all the way home singing “Round Round 
Get Around, | get around” by the Beach Boys and crashing every twenty feet. 
When | got home my hands and knees were scraped up and bloody from 
skateboarding. | listened to my Chuck Berry tape. | never heard from or saw 
Daminga again. During the middle of October last year | had just moved back 
to Washington after the last tour and final demise of the Rickets. | basically 
came back with nothing. No job, no band, no money. | didn’t let that depress 
me for too long though. 

Looking back on a year ago I’ve accomplished more musically than 
most people | can think of. I've played in two bands: The TROTS where | 
played drums, and the Degenerats where | played guitar. | have since quit 


both bands. For a while | was playing in both bands and workin’ full time. In 
fact during both these bands I’ve been working full time. On top of all that | 
wrote and recorded songs for my solo project “LARRY” and managed to get 
six of the songs released on a seven inch. Altogether I’ve recorded 38 songs 
in the last year. I’ve helped write 17 of those songs, and I’ve written 13 songs 
on my own. | even did a month long U.S. tour with the Degenerats and handled 
the majority of the booking myself. I’ve been trying to get a band together to 
play my solo stuff live. | need a bass player and a drummer. | need people that 
are better at the instrument they play than | am. They must be willing to prac- 
tice three days a week . They should also be willing to commute at least thirty 
five minutes to practice. | ‘d prefer people around my age (23) or older but | will 
play with younger people if they are dedicated. If anyone is dedicated and 
interested they should contact me c/o Ten Things or write P.O. Box 1835 
Seattle , WA 98111. Also the Retards “First Offense” seven inch on my label 
Puke Records should be out any day now. So buy it...it rocks hard...you know, 
like the Ramones. ess 


COMCKIONS 


Work Chr rue Quy Nance es 


Please let us do something, not in the name of greed, but for that 
which is right, just, decent, and humane. If | were a religious person, I’m posi- 
tive that these remarks would be the foundation under which each and every 
prayer would be built. | am not though, so I’ve had to opt for something a little 
more concrete in trying to deal with the seemingly glaring deficiencies of man- 
kind. Unfortunately, regardless of what | try to do, it never seems to leave even 
the smallest of marks. 

How do | know this? Well, | go back to the opening sentence and 
compound it by the number of days, years, and now seemingly decades, that 
| have felt compelled to repeat it. | also know this by the actions, reactions, and 
inactions of our society as a whole. While it would be nice within the context of 
this single article to expound upon all of them, space, time, and reason dictate 
otherwise. As a result, I’m going to discuss a couple of current events that 
illustrate my sentiments more fully. 

Specifically, these items are related to the welfare and immigration 
reform laws, passed last year by those who occupy that big white dome in 
Washington DC. But, before | broach these matters, | must provide some clari- 
fication, or at least redefine the lingo just a bit. Why? In my mind, neither of 
these pieces of legislation were about reform. Reform implies that that there 
were some concerns as to how to how a particular thing functioned, and that 
the actions to be taken were designed to make them perform better. What has 
transpired through the enactment of these two pieces of legislation has noth- 
ing to do with achieving that end, and everything to do with hate and greed. 

Nearly a year since the welfare “retribution” act was passed, and a 
few months or more since most states have implemented their vision of what 
welfare will look like as we move into the twenty-first century, we are catching 
a glimpse of this reality. That is, if the early returns on their impact in Idaho are 
any indication. About five months ago, they “reformed” their welfare laws by 
cutting back the monthly payments to $276 a month, or just over $3300 a year, 
regardless of how many people are in the family. Beyond that, they limited the 
time frame in which a family can receive welfare to two years. The result has 
been a dramatic decline, 70 percent by some estimates, in the number of 
single woman families applying for aid. 

Of course to many this would seem like a resounding success story, 
yet how can it be? It can’t! What person can provide shelter, feed their family, 
and go look for a job on $3,300 a year? The answer is no one! Therefore, what 
has resulted in the case of Idaho, not surprisingly, is that the coffers of private 
charitable organizations have dwindled to the point of non-existence, the lines 
at the soup kitchens have extended around the block. Broadening our scope 
to look at the impacts nationwide, we can see hunger and homelessness are 
on the rise. No, it’s not just me that says that, it’s the mayors of 29 US cities 
who concur. And you know what? They expect the situation to worsen as more 
poor families are denied welfare. Wonderfu!! 


At about the same time that the same time that welfare was being 
removed from our vernacular, so too was the idea of immigration for any one 
but the rich. There have been many changes in our immigration policy to illus- 
trate that point, but for the purpose of the here and now, I’m just going to 
mention the changes in sponsorship clauses that deal with bringing relatives 
into the country. 

The new law, which took effect on December 19", requires spon- 
sors to have household incomes at least 25 percent above the poverty level. 
That means, for example, that a family of four will need an annual income of 
$20,062 to sponsor one person. The Urban Institute, a liberal think tank, pre- 
dicted that 41 percent of the 500 thousand who apply for sponsorship will be 
disqualified on those grounds alone, with a disproportionate 57 percent of these 
applicants being of Mexican and Central American heritage. 

Additionally, sponsors will also be legally liable for support of their 
immigrant relatives, until those sponsored become self-supporting or natural- 
ized citizens. If they don’t live up to this promise, one of the penalties that 
could result is that of being sued by various governmental agencies for repay- 
ment of aid. 

Combining these factors together will be a daunting task for fami- 
lies. For instance, what if you barely meet the financial guidelines set forth, 
and you are able to sponsor your seven year old daughter, when shortly after 
her entry, one of you loses their job? In this day and age, it’s not so far fetched, 
is it? Beyond the strains of keeping your family together through the anguish of 
looking for another job, you are now going to be faced with the wrath of the 
federal government to boot! Sadly, I’m sure that it’s going to be enough of a 
hurdle to keep many families apart. 

Based on these events, you can see why | feel like | have to say my 
sentence each day and then go about working a little harder to apply them in 
real life. To me, these failings are not simply another link in the continuing 
chain of governmental acrimony, greed, or indifference. No, they are first and 
foremost our failings. Why? Because we are too young, too old, too intelligent, 
too unintelligent, too enfranchised, too disenfranchised, and too anything else 
you want to mention to do anything about what is happening around us. Unfor- 
tunately, someday one of these events will have a direct impact upon us and 
the only thing we are going to be then is too late. 

Reading Material - Even though it has been around for over twenty- 
five years now, | have recently discovered a magazine entitled NACLA: Report 
on the Americas. This publication comes out about every two months and has 
become a staple on my reading list. Each issue focuses on some issue im- 
pacting the Americas, and is supplemented by reviews, letters, and other cur- 
rent affairs. It’s generally a quick read, as it more often than not tops out at 50 
pages, but provides plenty of well written, left leaning information. If you are 
interested in learning more about our brothers and sisters in the Americas, 
write to them at NACLA, PO Box 77, Hopewell, PA 16650-0077. 

Record of the Year - It’s always tough, if not impossible to select 
one record, or even a small group of ‘em, as a selection of the year. Hell, some 
days it’s even tough, at least for me, to pick my favorite of the day. | like all 
kinds of punk, from hardcore to pogo, to pop, and beyond. Still, it would be 
remiss of me not to try, and fortunately the decision was made somewhat 
easier by one particular effort. Before | pronounce the king of the hill for yet 
another year, however, let me spend a few seconds touting the other two 
contenders. 

The newest addition to this illustrious list of the ages (smirk), was 
the Motards release on Empty Records. This is pure, raunchy, garage punk 
rock in all of its glory. Unlike their previous Empty release, which was my 
favorite of the year not long ago, this effort is a tad more polished. As a result, 
it loses a little of its edge in my mind, which keeps it from being the record of 
the year. 

My other consideration was the Limp record released on Honest 
Don’s. Far Away, certainly was not the thought | had when considering it for 
top honors, since | can’t begin to tell you how much | like this record and how 
close it has been to the CD player for much of the year. From beginning to end, 
it rips! From its rocking rifs, to its good breaks, it is a enjoyable record. OK, 
now that I’ve mentioned a couple of the great records that took up some brain 
cells when it came down to the final decision, it’s time to pronounce my favor- 
ite. Without question, the record that I’ve selected stands head and shoulders 
above the rest. There are several reasons for this. 

First, the music contained within its 15 or so minutes is so filled with 
sadness and rage. Next, the lyrics discuss intelligently the ills of community 
and world. Finally, the packaging stands alone for its bold statement in a sim- 
plistic and straight forward way. The band? Los Crudos. 

Well, that about covers it for another issue. If the TV, video game,. 
and computer are all broken, or if your single Xmas present was an unlimited 
supply of Homer Simpson post cards, take a second and write! My address is: 
1953 W. Sunnyside Ave. #1, Chicago, IL 60640-5813. | can also be reached 
via the Internet at: oldman@xsite.net. Peace! 


by Todt Brewster 


October 22nd 

was the national Fight Po- 

lice Brutality Day. 

Seattle’s own 

gathered at 

Seattle 

Central 

Community 

College at noon to 

join together, march, 

listen to speak- 

ers and 

‘ : generally 

cause a ruckus....the event was put on to hold a march against police 

brutality, an issue that, although on a smaller scale than L.A and New 

York, is still relevant to everyone, especially to the youth and the mi- 

norities of Seattle. The speakers at the rally included Antonio Sanjurjo- 

Manso, who’s son Ralf C. Sanjurjo was shot to death by a Snohomish 

County Sheriff's deputy after being stopped for a suspected traffic vio- 

lation. Also Morgan Ahern from Romani Against Racism, Neil Fox, at- 

torney with the Public Defenders and activist, and Maggie Lawless with 

the Revolutionary Communist Party all got up and spoke before a crowd 

of kids, punks, random representatives of various activist organiza- 

tions in Seattle , Seattle Central students and a handful of different 

people just passing by. The rally lasted about two hours and included 

some poetry readings, some personal recounts of various acts of po- 
lice brutality, and some pretty powerful speeches... 

I'd have to say though that the highlight of the day was defi- 
nitely the march, which went from Broadway down to the jail house, 
where another 1/2 hour rally was held, and then on through the Pike 
Place Market. Ironically enough, | learned from one of the main orga- 
nizers that the conditions of receiving a permit for the march were 1) 
that traffic wouldn’t be notified of the march and 2)the march must 
have a POLICE ESCORT!! Which it did. About 14 motorcycle cops rode 
ahead of the march, and escorted us to the court house, where they 
then picked up a police van to follow us the rest of the way. ( Let me tell 
you, boy did those guys get a lot of shit from enthusiastic kids with 
bull horns marching behind them, especially when one of the cops 
was looking “bad ass” on his “I’m the man” cop cycle and fell over 
trying to start his bike up when the light changed.) Chanting and cat 
calls filled the air my favorite being “Fuck the Pigs”; it was short, di- 
rect and, unlike some of the more intricate, rhyming chants , easy to 
say. Flyers were shoved into passing car windows and into the hands 
of the people watching from the sidewalk, who were all encouraged to 
“come out and join us, you yuppie business men... you know you want 
to!!”. The march concluded on the grassy hill behind the Pike Place 
Market, but not before getting media attention from King 5 News. The 
march coverage aired a total of three times (so | am told) in the two 
days that followed the march. (If you saw it by chance, | was the chick 
with the shaved blonde head with blue leopard spots in front carrying 
a big blue banner with a bad ass punker chick named Alana opposite 
me...it was our fifteen minutes of fame). At the hill was another rally, 
and after that the group adjourned to the Mecca International Cafe for 
spoken word and jazz. | heard that it went well, although | unfortu- 
nately missed that part of the event (working, working, always work- 
ing). Allin all, it was a success, we got the word out, and felt a strange 
sense of unity (yeah | know its cheesy), probably ‘cause it was such a 
small crowd, being maybe one hundred folks at most. It’d be great to 
see more people next year. 

Derek “Retard” made a video of the event, but I don’t know if 
he’s making copies or not, and | lost his number, so if you want a copy 
find out where he lives and bug the hell out of him. If you want more 
information about participating in the next October 22nd March, Gall 
the Seattle October 22nd Committee at (206) 233-7940, the National 
Offices toll free at 1-888-NO-BRUTALITY or for all us crafty computer 
nerds, check out the National Organizations web site: http:// 
www.unstoppable.com/22/. | also heard that there: is supposedly a 
book either out or currently in the making which is somewhat of a list 
of all the people killed in Seattle and Washington by police. If you want 
information on that, check at Left Bank Books (92 Pike, Seattle, 206- 
622-0145) Thanx, Tori Brewster 
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coca 
& was walking into a restaurant the other day when a 

woman passing by gave me a really bitchy look and asked patronizingly whether 
| like to draw attention to myself. I’m sure virtually everyone reading this col- 
umn has experienced incidents like this one innumerable times, and you prob- 
ably wonder why I’m even mentioning it, as shit like this is just a fact of life. To 
be honest, I’m not exactly sure why this sticks out so much in my mind. | guess 
what made it different is that this time it surprised me, and that hasn’t hap- 
pened in a while. 

| hadn’t heard anything that outright for a long time (and trust me, 
given the small hick town | live in, that’s a major accomplishment). | used to 
expect to take shit like that on a daily basis, and I’d have glib little comebacks 
prepared and reactions planned out, and it became a total routine, | never 
really heard people or thought about what | said. Somewhere along the way it 
just tapered off, and | didn’t stop to think about it very much at the time. It’s 
only when it happens now that it’s different enough to make me actually start 
to think about it, to examine my reasoning about jocks and freaks and stereo- 
types and all that stuff. 

| suppose you could say I’ve “matured” in the last couple of years, 
although | prefer not to call it that (| find that particular term has bad associa- 
tions with a very self-centered and ignorant mentality that many people asso- 
ciate with becoming an adult, whereas | see it as regression to the worst kind 
of schoolyard antics). | know that | used to think that the majority of people 
were extremely hateful and immature, and when things started to get better, | 
was pleased that they were finally growing up. The pathetic part is that while | 
waited angrily for everyone around me to “grow up”, | never realized that things 
went both ways, that | was being a bit of a brat as well. It was easy to blame 
the ignorant jock and hick mentalities, but the fact remains that | had some 
pretty ignorant views as well. By blaming those people for everything | was 
playing their game, and | didn’t have the excuse of not knowing better. | should 
have been using my experiences to make myself even more determined to 
avoid stereotyping, even more determined not to play their game. As easy at it 
is to want to take the moral high ground, though, it’s often even easier to do the 
same things right back, to start disliking someone before they do it to you. 
That way you never care about their opinions, and it’s gratifying instead of 
insulting when they give you shit. 

Sometimes | wish | wanted to look “normal”. Not because | feel a 
need to be accepted, but just because it’s too bad that people are put off by 
punks. For every person who has started talking to me because of the way | 
look, there seems to have been one who later tells me that they wanted to be 
my friend, but didn’t want to talk to me because | was intimidating, and that 
sucks. But, that doesn’t mean I'll change anything. | still look like a punk be- 
cause that’s what | am, it’s that simple. | think it’s a kind of vulnerability — 
wearing what you are and what you care about on the outside where anyone 
can see it and get at you. But | guess that’s part of what punk is to me — being 
so fucking proud of who you are that when people hate it (as they always seem 
to do), they just make you stronger. 

This probably sounds like it’s been leading up to a nice little moral 
lesson, but to be honest | don’t have a tidy conclusion to these thoughts. | 
think it all really comes back to one of my most firmly held convictions: that 
things are never just black and white, two dimensional. | get this sense more 
and more the older | get, so if things are like this at the ripe old age of 17, | can 
only imagine what they’ll become later. As always, thanks for listening, and of 
course letters and comments (or nudie pics, death threats, or whatever the 
hell else you crazy kids want to send . . .) mean everything, so start writing 
(and while you're at it, my zine is called Plexiform and is a buck or a cool 
trade). Clare Pepper / RR#1 Pembroke / Ont, Canaduh / K8A 6W2, or 


pepper@renc.igs.net. 
I 


Sti ; 
with Mark Hanford 


| took a trip back 
to Boise recently, from my 
new home in Santa Cruz, and while | was there, | got a 
chance to see the Groovie Ghoulies and the Mr. T Experience. |’d seen both 
bands before, but something the MTX said on stage gave me an idea for this 
column. 


The bands were playing at Neurolux, the local hipster bar, which 
has had a lot of cool bands play in the past. However, the crowd (or sometimes 
lack of crowd) at Neurolux always leaves a lot to be desired. | don’t know how 
itis at bars in your town, but usually in Boise, people don’t exactly go wild while 
a band is playing. In fact, a band is lucky if people even get out of their seats 
to stand in front of the stage. I’ve always compared playing at Neurolux to 
playing golf. Everyone is quiet and passive while you play your music / putt 
your ball and then people clap politely after the song is over / putt has been 
made. 

But this column isn’t even meant to be a criticism of the bar scene 
and the people who go to shows and sit around. It would be nice if more people 
would get up in front of the stage, jump around like maniacs, throw beer, etc 
(kind of like that Makers / RipOffs / Statics / Sinister Six show | went to at the 
Lake Union Pub a couple of years ago. Now that’s a bar crowd who knows 
what to do at a show... but something tells me lots of shows at the Pub were 
like that). No, this column has more to do with the attitude of MTX. 

Even putting aside the fact that they used the same stage patter as 
they did when | saw them a year and a half ago (“this is a song about a girl”), 
the MTX seemed to think that the crowd owed it to them to stand in front of the 
stage. Like they thought they were, | dunno, the CENTER OF ATTENTION or 
something. In fact, they actually had a few people standing up for them, but 
they decided to belittle those that chose to remain seated, drink beer, or what- 
ever. It's not like the band had a particular message that you needed to pay 
rapt attention to (“this is a song about a girl”). 

Okay, so I’ve played in bands, and | know that it’s great when people 
pay attention to you when you’re on stage... but they booked a show in a bar, 
and they should be able to handle it that not everyone gave a shit about stand- 
ing in front of the stage. It’s not like you couldn’t see the band and enjoy the 
music from (almost) every other spot in the place. Your audience doesn’t owe 
you a thing, so just be thankful that anyone even cares you're playing in the 
first place. 

Of course, we all know that whenever someone from the MTX go to 
a show, they stand right in front of the stage. You’d never (in their 10 plus 
years in the “scene”) find them sitting at a bar stool sipping a beer or coke as 
a band played up on stage. Nope, |’m sure they are always front and center, 
every night they are out on the town. 

This incident didn’t make me lose a lot of respect for the MTX, it just 
made me wonder. Why should people have to do what’s expected of them? 
Just because a band is playing, and you’re in the same room, who says you 
need to pay attention to them? It’s not like you’re bothering the other people in 
the room with your inattentiveness (except, apparently, for the band on stage, 
who may be getting their egos bruised). Hey, if you’re such a great band, 
MAKE me notice you. Not by insulting me, but by being the best goddamn 
band I’ve ever heard or seen. Otherwise, |’ll remain in the back... sipping my 
beer and enjoying the music my own way... Fuck your rules. 


Travelogues of The Scorpion 


| guess travel is in my blood. !’m not 
sure how else to explain the urge | have to just 
GO. Somewhere. Anywhere. As long as it’s not 
here. My first taste of real freedom came at 17 
j when | bought a $50 ticket to an unknown desti- 
‘nation through a Greyhound promotion. | was a 

lonely dork with no real friends growing up in a 
small ipdiaha college town, and | desperately wanted to go to a place where 
my reputation wouldn’t precede me. As | tore open the unmarked envelope, 
my heart was racing. 

“LA!” | yelped, reading the print. "Cool man, I'll trade ya", said the 
guy who bought his ticket just before me. “Yah?” | replied, “Where’s yours for?” 
“Danville, Illinois” he groaned. 

All the trips | had made sneaking off to Chicago on the weekends 
and hanging out with the drunks downtown hadn’t prepared me for LA. For a 
week | hung out, sleeping in the bus station when the weather was bad, or 
hanging out at all night diners with the hookers and their pimps. | watched a 
couple shootings, and sat on a bench one night as the pond in Roosevelt park 
was drained and dredged as they looked for a body. | was hooked. Two weeks 
later | was swimming off the coast of St. Thomas, Florida... inspired by a bet | 
made back in LA. | Knew | would never collect on it, but | had made it all the 
same. At that point, | knew | could go anywhere. 


My travels became more and more frequent, until | was spending all 
my spare time on the road. Only by the grace of a sympathetic principal did | 
graduate from high school after taking off for almost all of my last semester. At 
school, | was nothing, a nobody, but one who everyone knew and loathed. On 
the road | was still a nobody, but it didn’t matter. | found that | could communi- 
cate, and slowly came out of my shell. | found others like me, and for the first 
time, | knew that | wasn’t alone. The life of a normal person; job, school, and 
friends bored me. Traveling made me feel alive. It was that energy that seemed 
to attract others to me, and | to them. 

Friendships made on the road are brief and fiery. You hook up with 
someone and travel for a few weeks or months. By the time you split up, it’s 
like you've known that person your entire life. It's a very transient feeling though. 
Every town is like playing D&D. The feeling of each place is different, but 
completely random. Based on circumstances and the history of the area, some- 
times there’s nothing you can do to change things when you start off on the 
wrong foot. The hardest lesson was learning that sometimes the only thing to 
do was leave. But there is always another town. There, | usually found familiar 
faces of people | had met before, sometimes from the town | just left. And 
although old feelings linger, they never predict how I'll get along with the same 
person in a different place. 

Even when the friendships don’t last, the memories of the people 
I’ve met will stay with me. Like Roach, a Hispanic kid in NYC who took me 
back to his squat at a time when | was hustling and avoiding the punks. He 
convinced me that on the street we were all in it together, and introduced me to 
the life of a full-fledged gutterpunk. | was quickly assimilated, and for the first 
time found myself a member of a group that | had watched for years, longingly 
at a distance. | got over my ego and started living off of spare change. While 
some in the squat never forgave me for being “too good” for them, | found 
friends who would last a summer or a lifetime. 

Staples came to my hometown one summer while | was stranded, 
trying to convince my girlfriend to hit the road with me. Hanging out in the park 
where | once felt ostracized from the crowd, he latched onto me ‘cuz | was the 
only other punk in town who knew what it was like “out there”. He came across 
as a dimwit and an alcoholic. In another 10 years | knew that he would be just 
another dirty old man trying to use the same lines that got him young girls now, 
but wouldn’t when his face was lined from too many years of cheap cigarettes, 
booze, and cold nights. He finally found out that | was there because of my 
woman, and suddenly he became a real person with hopes, dreams, and feel- 
ings. He had a girl he left back in Dallas, and sometimes he let me listen in 
when he called her from a pay phone. | asked him once where he got the name 
Staples, suggesting that he shuffled papers. 

“Nah man. | was called Stitches when | left Dallas. But in Memphis 
there was already another stitches, and | had to pay the tax. They beat me 
pretty good.” He paused and grinned, pointing to his forehead, “When | got 
outta the hospital, they'd patched up my head with staples. We were trying to 
figure out a new name for me, since stitches was already taken, some guy 
thought Staples was pretty funny, an’ it stuck.” 

When other people look at a map all they see is geography. To me 
the dots and lines mean people. To most, San Francisco is a bridge, the Castro, 
Haight-Ashbury, or 28 Barbury Lane. To me SF is Daniel. Driving down 18th 
the first night look’n for a place to park, he saw me and screamed, “COME 
BACK!” Fortunately, | was trying to go to the same show he was. A mutual 
friend introduced us, and after the show, we were wandering down the street 
when we realized we had met a couple times on-line. 

“Yah, you called yourself MonkeyPunk”, as | marveled how perfect 
the nick fit. “He he. Remember how | ran off those “bashers?” “What could they 
say to a guy who'd been pox since he was 12?” “It’s been 7 years dude. I’m 
fuck’n middle aged now.” “You sure as hell don’t look it” 

They wouldn't let us into the after-hours show at the Epicenter with 
our 40s, so we found a doorway out of the wind and settled down for a long 
makeout session with a few mutual friends. A week later, | found him again 
waiting at the Troc for Crash Worship to come on. 

“DUDE! Hold on” he yelped when he saw me and rushed through 
the crowd, returning a few minutes later with half of Tribe 8. “Hey, this is Scorp. 
He's cool.” | look dumbfounded, and couldn’t speak with my mind reeling from 
the chemical smorgasbord at which | had feasted. “You’ll be fine” he said as he 
kissed me and dove back into the already sweaty crowd. And as it turned out, 
| was. 

When | discovered that I’d done the traveling thing long enough that 
other people recognized me, it kinda freaked me out. Once, | was staying with 
another guy | had been traveling with who kept his house open to anyone 
passing through. After a show, we were sitting around getting drunk, and this 
dude’s girlfriend turns to me. 

“Weren't you in Columbus at a party after that fest a couple months 
ago?” she asked. “Um, we stayed there all weekend actually.” “I though | rec- 
ognized you.” “Well, the tats are kinda hard to miss.” “Actually, it was all the 
piercings.” | blushed “oh, there’s that too. | remember you. We were arguing 


about that guy at Resist & Exist who got knifed and whether or not he de- 
served it. | was there with Dan.” | replied, nodding to one of the guys whose 
apartment we were all crashing at. “You traveled with Dan?” Dan at his point 
noticed us talking about him and came over. “Hey, how do you know this guy?” 
| nodded at the guy on the couch who had half a head of red hair, the other half 
black. “Oh, he’s the one | told you about that still hasn’t given me that mix 
tape.” “He was at the punk picnic in Chicago a couple years ago when we went 
too, then.” “Yah, | guess he’s owed me that tape for like five years now” 

At a Los Crudos show in Madison, WI, | wandered out of the Mango 
Grill and found a group of gutter punks. | sat down for a schwill of their rum, 
and one of the guys turned to me and said, “Weren’t you in Portland OR?” 
“About a year ago | guess.” “Thought so.” “Shit. | met you hanging out in Pio- 
neer Square! That was a FUCKING HOT day!” “No shit. Wanna rollie? | went 
into to the Den today to buy some bitch a pack of ciggies and the chick behind 
the counter gave me a pouch of Tops!” “Thanks man, I’m Scorp.” “Any time 

n... I’m Rusty...” 

A few days after meeting Rusty in Portland, | was up in Seattle. I'd 
been given an address by a guy off the Net for a house that let travelers stay. 
When | knocked on the door, a tall then guy answered the door. “SCORP!” he 
screamed and bounced into the sunlight, his vermilion hair almost blinding me. 
“Is Spydr home?” | inquired, figuring this was the Flink that was supposed to 
be up from TX. “Nah. He’s still at work. But it’s only a couple blocks. Want me 
to show you?” Flink asked as he bounced off the porch. 

| didn’t ever figure I’d see Flink again after | abandoned him to junkie 
hell a month later in SF. | promised to come back, but after spending a few 
days in the woods withdrawing myself, | vowed I'd never be back. Although it 
hurt to know that | would never see him again, | figured it was best that | ditch 
the truck I’d “borrowed” far, far away. 

Last Spring | found a ride to TX, and this Fall he came to visit me in 
Indiana. My girlfriend and | had found a place, and he stayed a couple months. 
After returning to TX, he sent me some e-mail.; 

“Did you graduate yet... have you found jobs in sf? ... i miss you 
guys more than i thought i would. not that it didn’t think I'd miss you, just more 
than i expected, ok. when we all get to sf we can be one big happy family.” 

| guess that’s what it’s all about. After years of feeling alone, | found 
a family. We're all a bunch of losers, fuckups, and freaks. But does it matter? 
Not any more. | know my place. | promised my sister that | would spend the 
holidays this year with my family, for the first time in a very long while. But still, 
my bag is packed as always; whether for a few days or the rest of my life. I’m 
counting down the days until I’m outta here! 

I'll catch yinz again next month from Berkeley. The Scorpion 
(Scorp@ShentTel.Net) 


BY BEN HMART ; 


Get like me, you don’t have the cash 
for experimentation. I’m usually at the spec and 
indie store on Hollow called Sprinky’s Cousins, 
which goes into noise and experimental trash and metal 
trash and death metal trash and alternative low living freestyle and improvisa- 
tional cleat percussion ska and new jazz age tarmac CD released demo 1 
takes and country & eastern nature sounds punk. | don’t have the time for Tori 
Amos and that hot black chick with the ever exposed navel and Eagles re- 
union tour stuff. That’s why | join BMG, continuously. 

The secret is to join, get your 6 free up front, then when they send 
the package with all the info, fill it out, buying the 1, requesting the other 3 free 
ones, pay the pornographer’s postage and get out. | did this 5 times through- 
out my life, I’m only 19. And then the terror began. 

| was writing poetry in the mall on Halloween night, because it's 
what sparks me. It makes me view the people in what they want to be, not 
what they are. | was in the food court, wondering if | should get myself another 
95 cent spring roll with plastic duck sauce, when a few suits came up on my 
heels and | had to move my shoes. From the dark of their glasses, which 
changed color from shades to clear right then, | could tell they were watching 
me, with little smiles around their eyeholes. 

One handed me a package and the other was gently putting his 
hand under my elbow. My world isn’t the Earth, it's Homophobic, so | went, 
casually, “I know there’s Muzak, but | don’t want to dance, sizzle chest.” 

One of them looked up, and noted what was playing. From out of 
that dark blue, brown or orange suit he withdrew a state of the science Casio 
personal organizer which he wrote on with a stick that had no point. Beeping it 
closed, he replaced it, and turned to me. “Can we go, sir?” 


“What are you - yo.” The other guy was putting his hands on the 
back of my chair and was pulling. He was pulling the chair, | guess. 

“Your car has already been sent home, your family has been ad- 
vised you'll be late.” ee ee 

| had to laugh at thi, you know. | had‘ no law trouble before}! don’t 
believe in getting anyone pregnant, especially trusting females, and I. didn’t 
know there was some kind of war on needing my age group. | dangled my 
keys. 

...“\WWe.made our own keys of your '88 Plymouth, sir. Shall we go?” 

| was still cool when | said it. “All| have to dois scream.” __ 

“Sir, the police have been informed, and if you care to tell ee in 
the local proximity, please do so. We'll wait, 2 minutes.” ~ 

| didn’t know. | told the Chinese girl at the counter who tried 5 sell 
me lo mein.-|-must've been explaining over 120 seconds. The one without the 
mouth came over, and | knew it was time to start. 

We walked into the’2nd level of the garage, and someone er a 
black hood over my head, which | tried to wriggle out of. They know how to 
tighten them. | could breathe. Just that the road was bumpy and the Rolls - it 
rode like one~~-kept tinkling the components of the backseat: ‘bar together. 
Sound bumps, my butt was feeling good. 

After a half hour and some house wound passages, | was seated in 
a leather or hard wood chair and the hood was unzipped, catching a lot of my 
back head hairs. Guess they left it on a bit so it wouldn’t be too much ——_ 
going back: Nice to’know there was a future. — 

| could see fine. The fat white guy behind the grill in the living room 
was happy and about 6 feet in the chair. His face had hair moles in it and he 
spoke like an unhappy lesbian. The smoke was thin, and | could see CDs all 
around. The place was just about made out of the cases. 

““Pwant you to tell me, ” it said, “about your musical” preferences.” 

“| don’t go that way.” 

“Why do you keep canceling on us? Don’t we treat you right?” 

“What?” 

“The club, of course!” And then he pointed to a pink sign, all in lights, 
which proclaimed the BMG Club. There were unlit sparklers all around this, 
and around the edge there seemed to be pastry-type hue to it. And it was 
dripping. 

“You got me out of -” 

He saw | was mad, and just leaned over and offered me a few CDs. 
| was about going to reach for them, but | was reminded of the strong cords 
around my arms grafting me to the chair. The white man grunted, and | was cut 
loose. | went for the music, then remembered my own fine print. 

“Do | have to buy anything?” 

“Just 1, in the next year.” 

Seemed harmless enough, so | reached for them. | felt : a sudden 
shock, like life leaving my body. | thought it was the discs, but it was from 
behind, and | lost all thought. 

First thing | remembered was the music, and then the light, like wak- 
ing up under the wrong side of a blind on an early morning. There were people, 
and they were dancing, talking, like they didn’t know each other, getting to 
know each other. | awoke, and tried to get my balance. A few maybe friendly 
hands helped me. They knew where | was from, spiritually. Actually, when my 
eyes got wider and didn’t have to react in pain, | could see the bland, non-door 
room | was in, and | could tell that my companions were tired. Hungry? | don’t 
know, but | tapped one on the shoulder, a big guy, and he fell down. He took 
down also the fine thing he was holding by the hand. | tried to right the situa- 
tion, and bent down, but got the stupidest shock I’d ever felt. Someone tried to 
dissuade me from this quickly, but | learned for myself. | bent down to feel the 
floor. It was electric. The only reason you didn’t know it when you were stand- 
ing was that everyone had on the same kind of rubbery tennis shoes. 

| noticed the room was circular. And in a bite of this moon room was 
a glass partition from which issued the eyes of men in suits. All sitting there, 
watching us, feeding on our reaction. And eventually, whenever we did some- 
thing, who the Hell knows what, they'd write it down on a little postcard-like 
thing and stick it in a tube where it was sucked up like Oasis. 

Everyone was dancing, trying to dance, but they were all dead tired. 
| didn’t know what the hell - 

“Number 32,” came in through the intercom. That was all. | look 
around at my companions, and they were looking at me. | looked at my shirt. 
Sure enough. | had on a white corporate-sponsored Rolling Stones shirt, com- 
plete with lips, and almost engraved in the white space on my chest was the 
number 32. | didn’t know what to do. 

A couple of real Babes - well, they would’ve been under healthy 
conditions - came up and whispered something in my ear that sounded like 
dance. Dance? 

“Number 32!” 

| looked at the voice through the window that was calling my “name”. 
| was getting friggin’ annoyed now. What kind of way was this to treat people? 


| looked around my immediate friends, to get a little positive feedback on my 
right way of thinking, but they were cowering for me. They didn’t want to get 
close. | wasn’t going to dance. Did they feel this? Was this my 2 out of 3 
warning? | wondered what would happen. They were playing Dwight Yokum, 
and there was no way | was dancing to this shit. “Number 32 -” 
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ITH UWEN 1 THE pAgTARDS 


Last issue, Dan gave us a very ignorant review of the Spazz CD and it 
so infuriated me with how stupid Dan made himself look. First, let me begin by 
donning my Punk Historian hat and correcting Dan on his claim that Spazz “are 
one of the forefathers of the modern ‘Power Violence’ scene.” Obviously, his 
copy of the punk history book is erroneous, or he just thinks Spazz did it first 
because they were on an Epitaph compilation. 

The term “power violence” is exceedingly over-used these days. Per- 
sonally, I think people just got sick of calling everything “crusty” like they did 
three years ago, so they latched onto a new non-descript catch phrase. Both so- 
called genres tend to have lots of b&w photos of dead bodies on the cover and 
indecipherable growly vocals, but I digress. The term power violence was first 
coined to describe a scene of bands in California like Capitalist Casualties, No 
Comment, Crossed Out, and Man Is The Bastard, circa 1991. Check out the early 
MITB song “HSMP” and you’ll see for yourself. | Now, Spazz, who Dan calls 
one of the “forefathers” of power violence, started in 1993, when Dan Lactose of 
Sheep Squeeze and Max Ward of Plutocracy wanted to start a band that played 
short, fast songs like No Comment and Crossed Out. Chris Dodge, who had been 
putting records of bands and using the term power violence in ads for a while, 
joined the band to fill out the line-up. Such a situation might lead one to ask 
“Why would Dan claim that Spazz is in the punk rock history book as a forefa- 
ther of power violence when the phrase was already in use by bands they sought 
to imitate two years before the Spazz boys even thought of getting together?” 

Here is your answer: Because Dan don’t know shit about shit. Need 
further proof? He can’t understand “why all the punks SUDDENLY like wres- 
tling.” First, let me say I’ve been following wrestling since Dan liked Flock of 
Seagulls, so if suddenly means within the last 20 years, I suggest Dan join the 
modern age. Second, everyone else is admitting they like wres- 
tling for a very good reason: They want to impress the King, 
being me. Besides, what right does a regular viewer of Melrose 
Place and 90210 have to point a finger at wrestling fans? Zero. 
It is the height of hypocrisy to take such an accusatory stance. 

But enough Dan bashing, if’n you need to geta 
hold of the King, being me, all you need to do is get yo ass 
down to the post office and send me a letter. My address is 


5213 12th Ave NE, Seattle, WA 98105. é Pr 
at=" 
Bi: 


I DARE you to respond. 

Many punks do a lot of mail- 
ing. They order zines and records, keep 
up with distant friends, maybe send out 
their own zines or other projects, and 

of course, they send the check to 
keep the electricity from being cut off. 
Whatever mail you send, chances 
are good it’s pretty important to you. 
| know it is to me. But that letter you 
send is only one of over 600 mil- 
lion pieces of mail that the US Post 
Office delivers each day. Your let- 
ter is stuck in a bag which is 


with your favorite postal 
employee Joel McLemore  thrownin te back ofa truck. The 
truck goes to a mail processing 


plant. The mail is dumped from the bag into a chute on a loading dock, which 
leads to a conveyor belt. Your letter is then run through a series of machines 
which determine where your letter is supposed to go. This is done at a high 
rate of speed. One takes photos of each letter at a rate of nine per second. A 
bar code is sprayed onto your letter, which allows it to be properly sorted 
[hopefully]. Then the letter winds up in yet another bag on yet another truck 


and [again, hopefully] goes off to its final destination. So your letter is similar to 
the beef [?] patties of a McDonald’s, and is viewed by the postal workers in 
much the same way as the teenage grease jockey views a Big Mac or a Quar- 
ter Pounder. | know this because | am a postal worker, and have seen the 
plants where thousands of envelopes are moved over conveyor belts. During 
the busy times, a plant will run a few million pieces of mail per day. Like any 
other factory, the plants are dirty. It's completely different from the sterile Post 
Office that the customers see. Fortunately, | don’t work in a plant. | am a Data 
Conversion Operator. Like most government jobs, the title tells you nothing. 
When your letter is run through that picture taking machine, that picture is sent 
over T1 lines to a Remote Encoding Center, where | work. | see the picture of 
your letter on my terminal. | type the zip code and usually the street or PO box 
information. This tells the machine at the plant which bar code to spray onto 
the envelope. The bar code allows the mail to be sorted automatically, so the 
mail carrier will not have to do it, and can spend more time walking around 
muttering about the impending Apocalypse. |’m pretty fast..| can do around 
1000-1300 pieces of mail an hour. It only takes a couple of seconds to type the 
zip code and address. Some are facing the wrong way, or are unreadable, so 
we only have to hit the [REJECT] button. Sometimes | will think about how 
each piece of mail is really important to person who sent it. Other times | just 
want to get the fuck out of there. There are people who are gung ho about “the 
sanctity of the mail”. | am not one of them. Such people are no fun to be 
around. But | do try to do a good job. A mistake means nothing more than a 
slight delay, if that, so | don’t worry too much about it. 

I’m sure you're saying, “That's fine, but are postal workers as crazy 
as everyone says?” Well, the media always exaggerates, but it’s based in 
reality. Stereotypes don’t come from nowhere. The Post Office does entry 
level hiring through giving exams, not through interviewing and getting to know 
job candidates. If you score well enough, can pass a drug test, and haven't 
done anything really bad in the eyes of the law, you’re in, even if you’re a 
frigging nutcase. As a result, many of the people come here are folks who 
would have a rough time getting a job the “normal” way. | like looking at apti- 
tude instead of experience, but it makes for a lot of strange people. The men 
tend to be a little weirder than the women. Many are socially awkward. One 
guy spends his breaks reading comic books or talking about his computer. 
Science fiction, comic books, and computers are all very popular among the 
co-workers. This same guy wears a Microsoft Explorer t-shirt to work regu- 
larly, as well as t-shirts for various Christian rock bands. There are a lot of 
Christians working here. There are also a lot of gays and lesbians. That's 
another good thing about the post office...since they look at aptitude, they tend 
to not be as discriminatory as other places [at least in the entry level jobs]. The 
bible thumpers and the gay/les/bi people seem to co-exist in peace, probably 
because our jobs don’t require working in a group. Many employees are also 
veterans, because vets get extra points added to their score. | think many 
people get out of the military and don’t know what to do for a job, so they come 
to the Post Office. Many people are overweight, since we don’t get up and 
move around. The fact that so many of them eat chips or candy on every break 
might have something to do with it too. The whole place has a funky Star Trek 
convention feel to it. And | know | am making fun a little bit, but I’m just as 
marginal socially as anyone else. | have a lot of the same interests as my 
coworkers, and am just as obsessed about things like punk rock and zines. 
Anway, the stereotype comes from the fact that many people in the post office 
are weirdos, just like me. | enjoy the job, after you subtract the resentment | 
feel towards any kind of work. We get a break every hour [five to ten minutes], 
and can listen to walkmans, so | am often checking out the finest punk rock 
while “encoding” your mail. | like some of my co-workers and can easily avoid 
the ones | don’t like. We have a minimal dress code. Management is fairly 
pleasant [though | plan on addressing their faults in the future]. Anyway, not a 
bad job for those in the punk community, since people tend to have a “live and 
let live” attitude, at least where | work. If you’re a postal punk [I’ve met one 
other one] or just wanna get in touch, use the good old US mail and reach me 
at PO Box 1071, Tulsa OK, 74129-1071, or e-mail me at jmclemore@gorilla.net 


mth 


7:05 PM Order one pint of Lucky Lager. 7:20 PM Order an- 


-Ingrate 


other pint of Lucky. 7:45 PM And another... 8:15 PM and an- 
other... 8:40 PM One more please... 9:00 PM Hmm guess | should | 
start thinking about moseying my way to RKCNDY or however § 
the fuck you spell it. Work my way to the door and on to the street. 
Funny how the world looks clearer through distorted eyes. 9:12 
PM Barge my way through the door recognizing faces and 
laying down some wad of money to get in. Music blaring 


and they didn’t sound half bad either. What a great way to be brought back to 
home. Oh wait, fuck, there are people sitting in the booths staring at me won- 
dering just how cool one can be. God damn lil trendoids. Whoops some of 
them are older too. My mistake, no offense meant or anything but hypocrite 
comes to mind. It’s hard to preach unity when all you are is plastic, either as an 
expression or as a reality. | stumble down and check out the band. Finding a 
good place to cower within a corner in the back, you know the spot, sort of by 
the old bar that was down there and where the bathrooms are. Sure you do. 
9:20 PM The music is raging, it’s like Whorehouse except they are more seri- 
ous. Whoops can | say that? Too late, | guess | just did. Hmm is this time an 
approximation of when it really did happen or was it Memorex? That’s a tough 
call when you don’t wear a watch. So | guess there will be no more times in this 
article. The second band finishes playing and | wish | could remember their 
name because they were really damn good but as Nils said, “They rocked but 
no one liked them.” or something like that. Dan argued that they looked un- 
comfortable up on the stage which is sort of how | felt. | would have loved to 
have seen them at some point playing a place like the Pub or something but 
who knows. There are always house shows | guess. While | can’t remember 
the band's name they did rage, talk to Katrina to see who it was or maybe you 
remember yourself. Whorehouse played next and while musically they are 
good, | don’t understand why people still just totally rage out to them when 
they can’t even keep it serious on the stage. | run into more people | knew and 
had not seen since like June or May or some wretched time in the past year. 
Finally the pain in my ears is gone and | decide to go stand up in the front row. 
Stratford Mercenaries are next and hopefully it will be as fun as last spring 
when Dan and | went. Mark Brubeck came on and was heckled. This sucked. 
here he is, willing to share and people are yelling at him to shut up. What’s up 
with that? | enjoyed the words of Mark. Poet? yes. Prophet? unlikely but still 
good things to say. I’d see him again in a second. The whole scene reminded 
me of why | hate the people of Seattle. The same ill will | felt when | first arrived 
at the show. People preaching to not conform, but only if it makes you more 
like them. 

It’s okay to be punk but if only by what standards they wish you had. 
So what if Mark is a little eccentric? We all are in our own ways. At least he has 
the balls to stand in front of people and share what he believes. At least he has 
the ability to argue his thoughts cognitively unlike half the fucks in the commu- 
nity and he thinks what he believes. | am a punk, | admit it, but | seem to have 
serious short comings by Seattle “punk” standards. You see | have this short- 
coming of not judging people by appearance, and instead judge them off of 
what they do and who they are. Yeah | know, it is a serious fault but do you 
think you can help me? | oh so want to be a part of your elite social clique. But 
wait, that means | am conforming to what you want, and to who you think | 
should be... What a fucking crux | got myself into now. | can’t even believe | am 
having to talk about this with such liberal minds. But what the hey, even the 
most liberal of minds are conservative half the time. Those who used to judge 
remember. Do you know what it is like to be picked on? Do you know what it 
feels like to be grated because of having differing views? Probably not, from 
what | can see everyone has the same view anyway, it is just a matter of those 
who act upon their views, and those who react to others. Some are more 
willing to develop their thoughts while others leave them as superficial as the 
masks they wear. Plastic. May we all die quickly if this is what we have to live 
for. It’s why | enjoyed Mark, a breath of fresh air, someone not scared to be 
themself. | am myself, no unkind words to others. | live my life as | would want, 
if others choose to follow it is nothing more than their choice. Free to be you 
and me, do you remember that movie? Hmmm, judging by the way we treat 
others | would guess not. | chose to be me because it was easier than follow- 
ing someone else. And who are you to judge what anyone else does anyway? 
| am laughing to myself because lyrics from Crass keep popping into my head, 
and here are all these people singing along to Crass songs yet judging others. 
Maybe | just missed the whole point of the sovereign individual that Crass 
seemed to preach. The irony is lost on me. It’s pathetic. Divided | stand, United 
| fall. Either way | lose, but at least it is on my terms. 


In the United States, it’s 
sometimes said that all the good 
men are either gay or married. 

In Taiwan, it seems as if 
all the good men are either gay or 


LTH Anne I happen to find Asian 


men with shaved heads extremely attractive. So when I moved to Taiwan, I figured 
I’d be in paradise. After all, on an island with 24 million Asian people, there have to 
be a few guys with shaved heads, right? And there are. But a shaved head or a buzz 
cut is often a signal that a person is a member of the Taiwanese underworld. Person- 


ally, I think I’d make an ideal mafia girlfriend in Taiwan. Since I don’t understand 
a lot of Chinese, let alone the Taiwanese dialect, any Mafia boyfriend I had would 
easily be able to conduct criminal deals right under my nose, with me being bliss- 
fully unaware of their underworld ties. However, a Mafia guy has yet to make a 
pass at me. At least I think no Mafia guy has made a pass at me. It’s not as if 
underworld indivduals regularly introduce themselves as being in the concrete shoe 
business. 

Indeed, available men with shaved heads are at a premium here. I have 
found that 22 years of American socialization have totally warped my sense of taste 
and style. I can accept Taiwanese squat toilets. I can accept pig’s blood being served 
as an appetizer. But for some reason, I cannot get over my prejudice against men 
wearing flip flops. It goes beyond even my admittedly lax standards of good taste. 
There is just something fundamentally unattractive about a human foot encased in a 
plastic thong, especially when no beach or swimming pool is anywhere in sight. If 
I had a dollar for every attractive man I’ve seen whose whole appearance was ru- 
ined by some cheap polyvinyl footwear, I’d still be single. Rich, but single. 

I’ve come to accept that the most attractive men in Taiwan will never 
date me. It’s not because they find me hideously ugly, but because I am a security 
risk. The best looking men in Taiwan are the secret service agents who loiter out- 
side government buildings in ridiculously unconvincing undercover guises: the 
schoolboy, the dapper clubgoer, the clean-cut youth. These invariably lead me to 
have role play fantasies: “Okay, tonight you be the pouty-lipped teen rebel, and I’ll 
be the tourist who stops for directions...” I have not yet made a pass at any of them. 
Not only do I not know enough Chinese, but they all carry bookbags that contain 
walkies-talkies and (I think) guns. They are cute, but not cute enough to risk being 
shot. 

Sadly, I haven’t made passes at any Chinese men since I’ve been here. It 
is extremely hard to meet people when your language skills are limited, and the bar 
scene here is filled with other foreigners all trying to find native girlfriends. Aside 
from the bars, I don’t know any other place to meet men. Well, that’s not true. A lot 
of men hang out in New Park. But that’s because New Park is Taiwan’s main cruis- 
ing ground. Gay men head there to meet and have sex in the bushes. I don’t know 
where straight people have sex. I mean, I assume they have sex in their bedrooms, 
but if there is any public place where couples are known to go, I haven’t discovered 
it yet. Taiwan actually has sort of an anti-Lover’s Lane at the Temple of a Thousand 
Steps. Although the temple is situated on a mountain with a beautiful view, it is said 
that if you go there with your lover, you will soon break up. 

However, Taipei is full of places where men go to meet women. I use the 
word “meet” here in the most professional sense. In the northern part of the city is 
the mistress district, where married men install their other women in one-bedroom 
apartments (poodles optional). In case a guy likes variety, there is also a large popu- 
lation of prostitutes who ply their trade in “barbershops.” One friend of mine got a 
rude shock when he went to get a haircut. Tip: If the windows of the barbershop are 
frosted, chances are it’s not the ideal place for a trim. Unlike the United States, very 
few women walk the streets, so there’s not even the chance that I might meet a man 
when he mistakes me for a hooker. Even if he did, the terms of my scholarship 
prohibit me from accepting outside income. Darn. 

So why exactly am I so fixated on landing a man? It’s not that I need a 
relationship to feel complete, although it would be nice to go to restaurants with 
someone who could read the menu. | rather enjoy the selfish aspects of the single 
life. However, I need a man to get wedding photos. 

When I first began to explore Taipei, I noticed an alarming number of 
shops that featured elaborate ball gowns in their windows. Yet I did not notice a 
proportionately alarming number of women wandering the streets of Taipei dressed 
like Cinderella. The reason for this discrepancy is that no one actually buys the 
gowns. They rent them. When a couple gets engaged, they want to show everyone 
how completely, totally, and utterly in love they are, even if they aren’t (which also 
leads to the large prostitute community in Northern Taipei.) So they go to special 
photography studios, known as wedding shops. Think Glamour Shots, except more 
upscale. It is the job of these studios to insert the couple into fairy-tale romantic 
fantasies: a bride and groom gazing deeply into each other’s eyes, a prince and 
princess gazing deeply into each other’s eyes, a KMT officer and traditionally dressed 
Chinese woman gazing into each other’s eyes (this one only works in Taiwan). The 
studio provides the costumes, hair, makeup, photographers, and setting. The couple 
provides the hefty payment. 

Expensive? Yes. Silly? Yes. But by golly, I want them. It’s an inexpli- 
cable desire fueled by the vision of tissue-paper sheer dresses shining in windows. 
Now all I have to do is find the Taiwanese guy willing to get engaged to me long 
enough to get the photos done. As for marriage, you can have it. What I want is the 
theoretical side—the unblemished image of romance in these photos, instead of the 
reality of cold feet and toilet paper disagreements and having to be around someone 
when you really want to be alone. Maybe someday I’ll change my mind, but hope- 
fully, that time will come when I don’t have to consult a dictionary to figure out 
when I’m being propositioned... 


with Kevin Flush 


Kevypoo’s first show. | had been living in the Tri-Cities for about a 
year and | had finally gotten a band going. This doesn’t mean it was a good 
band, but | was young and delusional at the time. We were 5 Second Revolu- 
tion and we were horrid. We consisted of a big nerdy guy who was obsessed 
with Anime and GWAR on bass and vocals. A big, sweaty, absolutely disgust- 
ing slob on guitar who didn’t have a bit of an attention span to play it. And me, 
who only knew 4 beats at the time, playing drums. We had managed to actu- 
ally write about 3-4 songs at the time (it doesn’t mean they were any good or 
anything) and we covered the Ramones’ Blitzkrieg Bop just cause it was easy 
and fun. Too bad it sounded nothing like the original, and that wasn’t on pur- 
pose. We thought we just kicked ass at the time, but then all band members 
think that about their band, when a lot of the time it’s to hide the fact that they 
suck. (A good example of this: Oasis). 

So | thought we should play a show, but at the time no one was 
putting on shows and no one liked us enough to put us on a bill. So, being as 
punk as | thought | was (and being as naive as | really was), | thought | could 
pull off putting on a show all by myself. Damn, | had a lot to learn, and | still 
have a lot to learn. | got a set date and | tried to find a hall in the Tri-Cities, but 
in those days no halls wanted shows. Not after what happened to the Hoe- 
down (Tchkung played there and they had problems with their fire effects which 
led to extreme damage to the building). So | coaxed my parents into letting us 
have it at our house. If you ever go to my house, you'll see that we have a huge 
backyard and a big deck, so | thought it would be perfect. Too bad | didn’t 
know anything about setting up PA’s, dealing with the cops, or any other im- 
portant crap. At least | was nice enough to go around and drop off letters to my 
neighbors to warn them about the noise. | also thought | was smart by calling 
up the cops and leaving a message about the show, but that was one of the 
dumbest things I’ve ever done with a show. 

This was supposed to be the bill: Moral Crux, Pud, the Jack Trip- 
pers, Bob Dixy (a band from Moses Lake), and my band, 5 Second Revolution. 
Of course Moral Crux dropped out because, well, it’s almost like the Moral 
Crux tradition. They’re a damn good band, James is a hip guy, but all promot- 
ers who have dealt with them probably know what I’m talking about. This time 
James had agreed to the show before asking any of the other band members 
and he didn’t know that the guitarist was going to be gone that weekend. But 
they got a fill in band, Tri-Power, and this was going to be their first show. 
Great. The Jack Trippers dropped out next ‘cause their drummer Sam just got 
a new job, but another band called AS1 took their place. At least we flyered 
well, because every kid and their grandma knew about the show. | really wish 
they hadn’t though. The day of the show finally came around and all my friends 
were there to set up. | was thankful that one of my friends (who is now a born 
again Christian) actually did know something about PA’s and shit. Finally some 
bands showed up, Bob Dixy and Tri-Power. | had seen Bob Dixy when they 
played with Moral Crux, and they were totally kick ass (that’s why | brought 
them down), so | was pretty excited that at least they made it. We were also 
talking to Tri-Power for a bit about how it was their first show and about how 
the guitarist was wearing a Ramones t-shirt. Our bassist commented to them 
that we played a Ramones song, and it turns out they did too. And which one 
was that? The almighty “Blitzkrieg Bop”. Jesus fucking Christ, the same song. 
Our bassist told them that song was one of our 4 song set, so they changed 
their minds about playing it. AS1 later showed up, they just came in, dropped 
off their shit, and then disappeared. Now all | had to worry about was Pud. 

Next thing you know, show time is coming around and people start 
showing up. My band was set up on the upstairs of my deck and Tri-power was 
set up below. Finally, | got a phone call from Gavin of Pud, they were ata 7-11 
that was right next to my house and they couldn’t find us. | had to run out and 
catch the brown truck, where | found out that Gavin was the only member from 
Pud there. The rest of them were on their way in a huge van with like 11 
people. So we came back and the next thing | know, an old timer cop comes 
up pulling the “good cop” routine. “One of the chief's good friends lives around 
here and he doesn’t want to worry about the noise. But my kids like this music, 
so |’ll see what | can do”. Fine, just get off my back. At the same time, my band 
was supposed to be playing, but then | had to go around to all my neighbors 
and tell them “Don’t call the cops”! So | ran frantically around my neighborhood 
while Tri-Power started their set. There were a lot of people there too, and | 
think they were getting disappointed, but | had no time to worry. | had to please 
my frickin’ neighbors, especially the one who was friends with the chief, and | 
didn’t have a clue who it was. | came back, ‘cause | was sick of running around, 


You're not Emba 


to find Tri-Power playing “Blitzkrieg Bop”. Fuck YOU! Pieces of shit, thanks for 
shortening our 4 song set, butt wipes. When they were done we started our 
set. | was pissed off to the max and | started yelling at the other guys ‘cause 
they couldn’t get their shit together. We started playing,and we were so hor- 
rible that people either: a. Laughed at us hysterically or b. Threw my dogs' 
tennis balls at us. So | just grabbed one of my crash cymbals, ran around 
hitting it, and threw it to the ground and walked off. Then | told them that “AS1 
was supposed to be playing next, but they’re not here right now cause they're 
off getting stoned like dumb hippies.” Too bad AS1 was standing right next to 
me when | said that. Then | got a phone call from Jon of Pud saying that their 
van broke down by Yakima, they’re stuck in the middle of nowhere and they 
need someone to go pick them up. | talked to the owner of the van that drove 
Bob Dixy down and he didnt want to get them because he didn’t know them 
and he had way too many warrants out for his arrest. “You can drive your own 
ass out here, but you can’t go out and help some people in need?” | couldn't 
believe this guy. 

Then the cops came back. There was the old “good” cop sitting 
there with his head down in shame, while the “bad” cop sat there and told me 
that almost all my neighbors had complained and so | had to shut the show 
down. | talked to some of my neighbors later and the only guy with a complaint 
was an old fart that lived down the street. Fuck Richland cops, you stupid 
fucking bastards. But Pud’s roadie got a hold of his brother and he was on his 
way to go pick up the rest of the band while my friends moved the show to 
some lady’s house. Whatever, | gave most of their money back, but some 
people told me to keep it or donated more. | had about $100 in profit, but AS1 
took a lot for “gas money”. They also forgot their ride cymbal, but | still gave it 
back to them. Everybody left, but some people still showed up late so | made 
a map and put it in my front lawn, and just sat around and skated with my 
friends. They all went home, so | just sat around and listened to the Recess 
Records package | had just gotten in the mail and had been waiting 3 months 
for. Prologue: The now born-again said | should put my money from the show 
into his bank account because | didn’t have one and we were going to use it for 
a compilation or something. Later | asked him about it and he had used the 
money to rent a hall that went belly up. Great. Excuse me while | go cry myself 
to sleep one more night. | just got to end this column by sending props to 
people like Jed, Rian, and Dom (My new band, Christ Riot) and Tori, cause 
she’s my punk goddess. Thank you, and fuck you. Kevin Flush. 


CPO TEEN 


| started picking at my bandage somewhere around the time the 
downtown Seattle skyline came into full view. The little knuckle scar devel- 
oping on my thumb wasn’t entirely as painful as picturing that little millimeter 
flap of skin hanging from the airplane seat lamp. |’d accidentally swung my 
arm up and hit it when | was collecting my baggage to leave. The man at the 
airport newsstand charged me 2 dollars for 2 band-aids and some disinfec- 
tant that came with it. What a scam. 

It was my second airplane trip home (aside from going overseas to 
Iran when | was 2), but only the first time | had really been away from the 
state long enough for one season to change into the next. | had decided | 
needed a break from the routines of work and breaks and weekends and the 
same people everyday saying “morning!” and “have a good one!” when they 
really didn’t mean it at all. It felt good when | first left to sit back and let 
whatever monetary shortcomings and bodily processes available to guide 
the course of my life rather than meaningless digits on an LCD. 

So | went to the heart of the country. | had some people | wanted to 
see and some things | wanted to do in mind, but purposely left most of it up 
to chance. It turns out that nothing much really happened by chance, but 
mentally it still felt like | could have done anything and it wouldn’t have made 
much of a difference as far as the rest of the trip was concerned. 

The first major event on the list actually turned out to be somewhat 
towards the end of my stay. Everything before then turned out to be one big 
haze of laziness, but the relaxation was definitely needed. The major event 
was in fact Pinball Expo ’97 in Chicago, the birthplace of pinball itself. This 
was where my fandom would be shared with hundreds of other geeks under 
one big hotel roof. 

The entire thing lasted four days. Various people talked about the 
subject, others played it, and still others reminisced about it. Plastic pinball 
pieces were bought, flyers were given out and posters were autographed. It. 
was truly an amazing sight to see so many people regard something so 
simple in theory with great appreciation. The best thing though, was getting 
to play all these machines for free. Finally | got the chance to play certain 
games that others discussed and | had never seen before. 

| had two free entries into the tournament, which | used on the 


second day. The first game | played qualified me for the next round in the 
Women’s Division, which was unexpected but pretty exciting. It was my first 
pinball tournament and my first competitive sporty type of event | had partici- 
pated in since | was in middle school. Suddenly | felt myself loathing others 
and wanting to do better and better. | had to catch myself at various points in 
time and remember that all of this was just happening on its own like some 
“blade of grass” Taoist philosophy, and if | won or did not win it would not 
matter because | still liked to play. 

| had some supporters who shared the excitement with me that 
evening. | felt bad because | knew that getting up the next morning would be 
entirely for nothing and that | was a hack who would never do as good as any 
of the rest of those hotshots. | knew that in the back of my head already, so 
there was nothing at all to be nervous about. Many women spent more money 
trying to enter the competition again and qualify for the next round, so | felt a 
little proud at having done it with my free tickets and with the first game. The 
next morning, when the rest of the hotel pinball exhibits were closed and the 
only thing taking place was the final tournament rounds, | walked in and met 
my first opponent. She wished me well. All the games were played via the 
“best 2 out of 3” method in a tree of elimination. | won the first round which 
qualified me for 4th place or better, winning at least a trophy. | won the sec- 
ond round, which qualified me for a chance at 1st or 2nd place. This was the 
final round. Many people seemed to be watching at this point, because as | 
played | could hear crowd noises during the good and bad shots that my 
opponent and | had made. | think at this point | was getting high off the crowd 
and (for once) the great condition of the machine, because | was doing better 
than | expected. 

That evening, | walked out with a 1st place trophy which was taller 
than my waist and the promise of a fat prize check that would pay most of my 
next month’s rent. In the end, the whole experience paid for itself | suppose. 
After it was over, | stayed in Chicago for a few days and experienced the 
train system as well as a little bit of the city. It appeared much more menac- 
ing than Seattle to me and after having stayed in Columbus for a while before 
then, | suddenly wanted to be back home again in a real nice city. | went toa 
couple more places which reinforced this feeling more and more. | don’t know 
whether it was the idea of not knowing where | was at all times or seeing 
complete strangers all day, but | was getting really tired of the whole thing. | 
tried to imagine myself at home doing the same thing everyday as | used to, 
which kept me going for a little bit until finally it was time to depart. 

So | was sitting on the bus home from Sea-Tac staring out the 
window and watching Seattle unveil itself slowly as | pondered whether or 
not my apartment had burned to the ground or if it was still standing in one 
piece like | had left it. It was like coming home from that week at Cispus 
Camp back in 5th grade, only this time | had done it mostly on my own. 

People had asked me where | was going and why | quit my cushy 
job to experience the land of farm and skyscrapers and | had no explanation 
for them when | left. | guess this serves as half an explanation. roya. po box 
45654, seattle, WA 98145 roya@blarg.net 
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With KELTIH 

My first encounter with ‘punk’ was at 
the lunch table during my sophomore year of 
high school (1983-84 - yeah | am that old and 
I’ve been into punk since before you could shit solid; sorry always wanted to 
say that). My friend Jim Hornberger had returned from summer vacation with a 
mowhawk, leather jacket, army pants, and army boots. The first punk at 
Conestoga Valley High School. | was still very much a loyal member of Uncle 
Ronnie’s Army. But the conversations that Jim and | had at the lunch table 
while eating Tasteycake Fudge Bars (8 for $2.00 - and yes, that is what we 
had for lunch - sometimes 9 or 10 when | could sneak an extra two past the 
lunch lady) had a lasting effect on me. During that period of time | thought that 
the Republicans were the best chance for freedom (I have long since had the 
shades ripped from my eyes). But Jim didn’t. | asked him why he didn’t like the 
Republicans and he said, “We hate totalitarianism in all its forms.” That state- 
ment hit me like a rock. 

Jim gave me a comp tape of some bands | had never heard of - the 
Dead Kennedys, GBH, Circle Jerks, Black Flag (pre-Henry Rollins), and oth- 
ers that have long since been forgotten. | had been a mod in high school - “kill 
a mod kill a mod, kill a mod today...”. 

After high school | didn’t want to go to college - my parents threat- 
ened to kick me out of the house if | didn’t go - so | went and wasted $1,500 of 
my parents' money on college. | forged a report card - almost made myself 


dean’s list material - and was allowed to take off a year and work full time. | 
stole some money from work (the amount isn’t important but it allowed me to 
live a pretty comfortable life when | went back to college a year later). 

| went back to college a year later - some good bit of foreshadowing 
eh? - and did pretty well the first semester. Actually came near to making 
dean’s list for real. The college was located in Melbourne, FL about 15 minutes 
from the beach. My next semester suffered. | learned that | could skip classes 
and actually pass the tests but | ended up flunking out of my flight course 
because | told the head flight instructor to fuck off. He called me an idiot, what 
did you want me to do? | forged yet another report card and went home broke. 

| made feeble efforts to go back to college but | had no money and 
my parents were not going to give me any more - | had been independent of 
my parents for the most part since | was 17. 

So | went back to work. Feeling flush with success at my first at- 
tempt at white collar crime, | believe the word is embezzlement. | tried it again 
but this time | got caught. Lawyers were involved, sealed court documents 
were involved and | was carted off to talk to priests and psychologists about 
my problems. 

The priest told me that | was beyond help - “No moral compass. You 
have no idea of right and wrong.” 

The psychologist said, “You have a complete lack of respect for 
authority and the only thing that keeps you from doing anything wrong is that 
you are scared you are going to get caught.” That was the one part of my 
psychological tests that | didn’t lie on...the other parts were complete fabrica- 
tion. | knew which questions made which buttons light up. | was quite happy 
when | made myself into the person the psychologist told me about. The psy- 
chologist wanted me to change. 

| really didn’t want to change. | liked the person that | was. 

| found a job at a local car dealership delivering parts - for most of 
my day | was left alone to do my own thing which | loved. No one watching 
over my back and telling me what to do. 

That is when | started to listen to Rush Limbaugh. Yes, | admit it, | 
am a former Rush Limbaugh listener - never a ditto head though. 

The more and more | listen to Rush the more Jim’s words came 
back to me. “We hate totalitarianism in all forms.” | began to see that despite 
the words of a bumpersticker, “Protect Freedom, Elect so and so to congress”, 
Republicans were as uninterested in freedom as the Democrats were. 

| love freedom. No two ways aboutit. | am, as Peter Chen described 
after a discussion on the punk list, a "give me liberty or give me death guy.” | 
hate all forms of totalitarianism. 

An unexamined life is not worth living. 

Right now | live on a boat near Charleston, SC. | regularly surf and 
write short stories (some of which | will submit to Dan for publishing). 

...these are my sins that | have confessed to you the readers of Ten 
Things and until Dan kicks me out of this space | will be here to give you my 
opinion on all sorts of subjects... 

| don’t know why | came back to college a third time - perhaps to 
convince myself of the idiocy of confining myself somewhere for 5 years of my 
life. | am a senior now - one more semester to go before | can finally leave 
these hallowed halls that are now more and more beginning to look like a 
prison - minds and spirits trapped within them in pursuit of a piece of paper. 

The news media is reporting that John Denver did not have a valid 
pilot’s license when his plane crashed resulting in his death - you all know this, 
this is public knowledge so why am | dredging it up? I'll tell you why. The 
reaction the media is having is amusing to me. They accentuate the fact that 
John Denver did not have a valid pilot’s license when his plane crashed. The 
point | think the media is trying to imply is, that without a valid pilot’s license, 
John Denver should not have been able to actually fly the plane he died in. 
The reason he didn’t have a valid pilot’s license is that his was suspended due 
to two charges of drunk driving (not flying, driving). They imply the possession 
of a single slip of paper, endorsed by the FAA, would have saved John Denver's 
life. 

| myself have not flown for over a year- | last soloed two years ago, 
but there is no doubt in my mind that | could fly an airplane that | was rated for 
whether | had this haloed piece of paper or not. The skills did not perish when 
my pilot's license was not renewed (they have to be renewed bi-annually and 
since | am in college right now | don’t have the money to afford it.) This is the 
same reasoning that goes into reporting that a person driving was driving on a 
suspended driver's license when they got in an accident. As if all the driving or 
flying skill was contained within that slip of paper and without it the person is 
totally incapable of acting for themselves. We are not defined by who we are 
and what skills we hold, but by what pieces of paper we happen to possess 
and what they say about us. 

| am paying $7,500 a year to go to a college to get a diploma- a 
fancy piece of paper stating that in five years | have learned certain things 
which allowed me to be given this piece of paper. The paper will state that | 
have a Bachelors of Arts degree in History. |’ll then tell employers that | have 


this piece of paper and they will hire me, not for what | know, but because | 
have this piece of paper. $37,500 for a piece of paper that will allow me to get 
a job (hopefully). | could have started a small business with that amount of 
money,,;| could have bought myself a small boat and sailed around the world, 
but | wouldn’t have had that piece of paper stating that | possess certain knowl- 
edge that would make me attractive to employers. 

A few nights ago | was pulled over by the police and forced to prove 
that | owned the car | was driving in. | pulled out the registration and owners 
card, both of which were valid, so they begrudgingly let me go, but only after | 
had proven to them with another ID that | was a college student. 

We are not individuals anymore. We are pieces of paper- diplomas, 
licenses, permits, degrees, and identification cards mostly given out by the 
government to define who we are and what skills we possess. We get hired 
because we have them, we can stay out of jail because we have them, and, 
according to the media, we can survive plane wrecks... 


O 
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First, let me update you on what hap- 
pened to my teaching position. | pretty much quit, 
not for the reasons | was originally thinking of quit- » 
ting, but because | desperately want to get out of 
school. So for now, |’m attending school full-time 
and miss my kiddies desperately. 

A good thing happened this weekend. 
Proposition 187 was declared unconstitutional by the federal courts. YAY! Now 
my kids aren’t going to get kicked out of school. For those of you who don’t 
know what I’m talking about, Prop 187 passed here in California mandating 
that people without the proper resident status should be excluded from all 
public services. This includes emergency hospital care at your local county 
hospital and any type of public education. This includes elementary schools, 
junior highs, and high schools. 

Because | don’t have any classroom stories to tell due to my current 
lack of students, | will give you a few of my educational experiences. 

| currently live in the Los Angeles Area, Highland Park. | was born 
and raised in East Los Angeles in the perfect nuclear family. We moved lots 
when | was a kid, meaning that | transferred from school to school trying to fit 
in but never did. Elementary school children tend to bond with time and when 
a new kid comes along, they aren’t gonna make things easy. So, | began 
feeling like a freak. | never seemed to wear the right clothes or do the accepted 
things that would make me “cool.” Not to mention that by the fourth grade | 
found myself in an LAUSD East L.A. school. | had an eighth grade reading 
level because | had just transferred from a very advanced school in Lynwood. 
So all | ever did was tutor my peers. | was my fourth grade teacher's teaching 
aid. Then, when she realized | was bored, she’d send me out to the computer 
room to play games. Back then, Apple || computers were cutting edge technol- 
ogy. 

After | got bored of those games, she’d just let me play all day in the 
classroom. | complained to my mom everyday, so she transferred me to (twi- 
light zone music, please!) CATHOLIC SCHOOL. In the fifth grade | was wear- 
ing a plaid jumper, oxford shoes and a bad attitude. | had become lazy. Didn't 
wanna do the work because it had been implanted in my head that | was too 
smart. My grades plummeted in the sixth grade. All | cared about was little 
league baseball, choose your own adventure books and Atari. Not to mention 
that the kids at St. Mary’s weren’t too accepting. Actually, they made my life 
hell. They thought | was freaky because | wore Mexican bought shoes. They 
thought | was a reject because | wasn’t wearing the latest Reeboks on free- 
dress days. The girls would pull my hair, which was down to my waist at the 
time, every time they passed my desk. | got pushed down the stairs a few 
times but | was tom boyish enough to land on my feet. But that all changed in 
the sixth grade. Mr. Graham joined the St. Mary’s faculty. He was our new P.E. 
teacher. The man must have been 22 when he came in, green as grass. He 
was a tall, lean black man with the brightest smile and the most sincere eyes. 
When it was time for P.E. that first week of sixth grade, | dragged my feet out 
to the playground and expected another game of volleyball where no one picked 
me for their team. But to my surprise, | see Mr. Graham with a ball at his hip, a 
whistle around his neck and his face full of enthusiasm. He introduced himself 
and told us all, “We’re gonna be friends!” | thought, whatta yutz! | mean, who is 
the goody two shoes!? That afternoon, he walks into the classroom and an- 
nounces that he is starting a girls softball team. | thought to myself, “Ha! Whatta 
joke. You couldn’t make me join even if they were gonna pay me.” So, he 
started his little team practices, |’d walk by after school and laff at all the popu- 
lar girls, the ones who picked on me, trying to throw a ball, and when they tried 


to hit, oh my gawd! It was the most hilarious thing. | would go home and laff ‘til 
my tummy hurt. 

| was a pretty quiet kid at school because | didn’t want to be picked 
on. So, | would keep all of that to myself. But one day at P.E., Mr. Graham was 
doing some stealth recruiting. He had the whole school play so he could see 
who could play because his current line-up was like having the royal family 
playin’ ball. | HAD to play. It was part of my grade and all. And | wanted to 
show off and make those girls eat my dust. So, after school Mr. Graham called 
me in. Asked me to join. | don’t know why, but | said no. | guess | do. It was 
pride. The weeks to come, | lived my miserable catholic school existence with 
a better attitude. The girls stopped picking on me. They started being nice. 
And eventually, | went to Mr. Graham and asked if it was too late to join. It 
happened that their first game was coming up the next week. He said he couldn’t 
start me because | had missed so much practice, but that | could be a back up. 
It was a ploy! He asked those girls to be nice! He had asked them why | was 
such a loner. He had noticed | never really hung out with anyone and when | 
did, it was to play tether ball. So, | didn’t know what to think. | didn’t know if he 
did it out of the goodness of his heart, or if he just wanted a good team. 

| earned respect immediately. | was pretty much accepted from that 
point on. We all became close in the remaining years at St. Mary’s. We went 
on to be one of the best junior softball teams in the city. Mr Graham with his 
smile always managed to make me smile. He seemed to change everyone on 
that team. The girls became women during that period, and | learned not to be 
such a social outcast in the most terrible of circumstance - in the eyes of an 
eleven year old girl. And my two remaining best friends are from that past. 
They are twins, and were the ones who asked me to join. They were on that 
softball team with me for the remaining three years of that period and we went 
on to the same high school. One of them just had a baby about a month ago. 

That first year, Mr. Graham honored me with a trophy, Most Im- 
proved player. He said he saw me grow and mature. He mentioned something 
about going from most disliked to the most liked. He mentioned the improve- 
ment in my grades and in my personality. He said that | wasn’t the most valu- 
able player, | was the most valued. | still think | deserved MVP ;) , but what | 
will never forget were the tears in his eyes. | think of Mr. Graham when | feel 
like a freak. Wherever he is, | hope he is still working with children. | hope that 
his smile brightens the lives of others as he did mine. But | feel that the feeling 
of being stared at and scrutinized for my thoughts like a freak everywhere | go 
has not left me. Until next time! Smooches, Mels 


eLife in Alaska with Jake Pierce ° 


Ever wonder why people in larger cities are always so uptight and 
hostile? | was pondering this question the other night after moving from a town 
of about 2,000 to a city of 20,000. For a city that’s not very big, but for Alaska, 
Ketchikan is the fourth largest town. 

| moved to Craig, Alaska from Washington in 1989. I’d been to Port- 
land almost every weekend for 5 years and to Seattle quite a few times to visit 
my sister (Amy of 10 Things). | loved it, but that was just visiting. After a few 
year of living in Alaska | moved back to Washington for college in Vancouver. 
That’s when | really became immersed in city life. It’s a rat race! | remember 
walking down the sidewalk and having people yell at me. | was chased by 
skinheads in Portland one night because one of my friends was Mexican. | 
was chased by gang bangers another night in my own neighborhood because 
| was wearing a blue suit. It was fundamentally fucked up! 

After finally becoming intensely fed up with all the bullshit of city life, 
| came back to Alaska to work. It was good, | knew most of the town and was 
having fun making money, but it sucked being a punk in the middle of Northern 
Exposure hell sometimes. Thankfully | could bail and go to Ketchikan where 
there were a few punkers. That’s when | discovered Physical Graffiti. Lance, 
who owns the place, had a great selection of music, if for any reason (god 
knows what) you find yourself in Ketchikan, look Lance up. 

But unfortunately, | was just visiting, | was still living in Craig, the 
town of 2,000 people. In October | moved over to Ketchikan to work. I'd only 
been here a few days and already some lady | didn’t even know walked up to 
me and told me she hated my fucking guts. | don’t know, but | am becoming 
convinced that | just can’t win. Maybe I’m being a bit too philosophical, but 
that’s the way | am. Things happen and | ask why, but no one can give me the 
answers. So | question everything and search out my own answers. Am | 
fucked or is that normal? In any case, here | am. If anyone wants to corre- 
spond with a confused 23 year old Alaska punk, drop me a line. Any zines, 
music, or hints at true culture would be appreciated. If you are looking for zine 
distribution in Alaska, | supply Physical Graffiti with 10 Things, imagine your 
zine on a rack next to 10 Things in the middle of a town screaming for a slap of 
reality... -Jake Pierce, POB 23169, Ketchikan AK 99901 


WHAT?: Lookout Records is celebrating its 
10th anniversary! We're kicking off our year 


eroer ti FSU and The Heckeley Skate Park. 
*All _profits raised through the 10th anniversary a. 


@ FRIDAY JANUARY STH SATURDAY JANUARY 10TH SUNDAY JANUARY 11TH 
= @ GILMAN ST., BERKELEY @ SLIMS, SAN FRANCISCO @ BOTTOM OF THE HILL, 
The Bomb Bassets The Criminals SAN FRANCISCO 
The Donnas The Go Nuts Uranium 9 Volt 
Blackfork The Smugglers The Groovie Ghoulies 
Auntie Christ The Phantom Surfers Tilt 
The Hi Fives The Mr. T Experience Pansy Division 
$5 doors at 8:00 PM $10 doors at 7:00 PM $7 doors at 8:00 PM 
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~~ AVAIL/ (Young) Pioneers 
_ “The Fall Of Richmond” 
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The Tia i Machine” bh | 
“Rock ‘N Roll Machine 0/w - 
seding Back | to My Baby” : = SEND $1 
: reece . * et Ue FOR A 
CATALOG? 


’ When you are dealing with people like 

i, Jimand Debbie Goad, you're just never 

j ‘ gure if you should believe them. When! 
’ % heard the rumor that the Goads had di- 
“ 4" vorced and Jim had married a 21 year 
old ee named Sky, | figured | needed to find out if this was 
true. Debbie was willing to do an interview, but | didn't want to 
print it until | confirmed it wasn't hoax (Il remember the fake 
lesbian zine they did that fooled a lot of people, including me). 
But quite a few people confirmed these events, so here is the 
interview: 

It's been a tough fucking road for Debbie Goad to travel. She 
and her husband Jim put out one of the most controversial zines in 
years. Answer Me! was the zine that everyone loved or hated, it shocked 
us, wowed us, but most of us still came crawling back for more. Some 
called it a “hate zine" because the Goads tackled such topics as rac- 
ism, sexism, homophobia, murder, suicide and much more, very ex- 
plicitly and blatantly and they rarely waved the politically correct ban- 
ner. Through their zine there was a sometimes horrific sense of humor 
and irony that kept even their biggest critics still reading (and com- 
plaining). A few years back the Goads took up residence in the North- 
west, moving to the Portland area. In 1996 An- 
swer Me! and our local town of Bellingham made _. 
world-wide news when the town took a maga- .% 
zine store to court on obcenity charges for sell- } ‘.* 
ing Answer Me's “Rape” issue. After a trial that ¥ , 
drew people from around the states and that 
sparked massive debate on censorship and mor- # 
als, Bellingham's Newsstand won their court 
battle. 
As the Goads dropped from headlines ge... 
for a while, they both continued writing. Jim pub- «%) 
lished his first book "The Redneck Manifesto", a *ss! a 
humorous and wordy book aimed at giving Ameri- /° - j 
cans a better understanding of “white trash". But a 
as Jim gained more fame, things went downhill ¢ 
for Debbie. She was fighting with Jim, diagnosed ou rf 
with cancer, and then found Jim was sleeping a FA Df 
around, reportedly with a 21 year old stripper. De- ~ a Fy ’ 
cember 18th, 1997 Debbie and Jim were divorced. §? 3; /, 
l rapped recently with Debbie about what's been * 
going on in her life, the conversation follows. Dias by Dan) 


10: You have been diagnosed with ovarian cancer, how are you doing? 
| went through six rounds of chemo and am currently in remission. 
There is a probability of recurrence within the next-year-and-a-half, and 
I have 1-in-4 odds of surviving five years. 


10: Are you fairly sick from the chemotherapy? 

| was and still get tired, easily. | go back to the hospital this coming 

Monday to have my blood drawn and they check for any recurrence 
about once a month. 


10: The news is you and Jim just got di- 
vorced, what happened? 

Jim fell out of love with me at least four 
years ago (around the time we were work- 
ing on the Rape issue). He cheated on me 
at least six times and currently has a new 
girlfriend. He left me in debt. He took and 
gave back nothing, but his daily criticisms 
of me. There was physical, emotional, and 
verbal abuse on his part directed towards 
me. If | said something which he disagreed 
with, or asked him a question, he’d usu- 
ally break, smash, or destroy something 
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in the house. Daily, he would tell me what 
a stupid and depressing person! was. Ev- @: 
erything was always my fault. | realize now — 
| should have never gotten involved with — 
this “man,” but at least ANSWER ME! came | 
out of it. When we met twelve years ago, | 
guess we “needed” each other. The pas- 
sion died and so did Jim’s respect for me. 


An inlerview with the woman 


oe H 
10: Are you and Jim still on speaking terms? behind Answer Me! 
No way in hell. | was forced to change the locks on my doors and take 


out a Restraining Order against him. (He announced that he was going 
to not only take the rest of his stuff, but some of my possessions as 
well. That was enough!) He cannot telephone or come within one-hun- 
dred-and-fifty feet of me, or his ass goes to jail. 


10: What will happen with the next issue of Answer Me! given your re- 
cent split? 
There will NEVER, ever be another issue of the magazine. It’s over. 


10: So the “Nigger” issue won’t be published? Do you have a fear the 
Jim may try to publish it on his own? 
Jim can publish anything he wants to. And the 
» Same should go for myself. | have no “fear” of 
/* anything he does in the future, as long as he 
stays away from me. 


“& 10: What did you think of his book “The Redneck 
* Manifesto”? 
| enjoyed the book. Although Jim and I have had 
our differences, | can objectively say that he is a 
brilliant writer. 


10: Do you like Portland? Do you plan to stay 
»., there? 
¢~ St. Johns is a great place to live. | can’t predict 
the future, but | hope that | can “afford” to con- 
; tinue living here. 


10: What’s next for you? 

| wrote CANCER ME!, which deals with cancer 

, and chemo. | wrote my book, “Chicago Makes 

Me Cry,” but no bidders on it, yet. | did some- 
thing for Your Flesh magazine called “Sweet Dreams”, which chronicles 
my nightmares this past summer, and | wrote an anti-couples rant for 
the next issue of Black Flame. | would like to make money as a writer in 
my lifetime, but so far, no luck. | would also like to be a spokeswoman 
for domestic violence and/or ovarian cancer. | think that my story could 
help a lot of women in bad marriages. | now realize, violence should not 
be tolerated in any relationship. If someone hurts you, physically or 
mentally, leave. It’s rough, but you cannot be with someone who does 
not respect or like you. 

Jim Goad made me doubt myself, and thus he is an enemy. 

Now that I’m alone, I try to believe in myself and keep the faith. 


BWEetVeeA GaSe Sreets 
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Holly, | was seeing someone last Winter/ 
Spring who is a few years younger than me 
. (well he was 19 now 20) and we’d get to- 

gether about once a week and watch a 
*” movie and whatever and | had nothing in 
* common with him, but it was someone. 
He would blow me off ‘cause of school 
about half the time after we arranged a 
date and | did it once ‘cause | had 
some really bad shit going on at 
work. Anyways, after / canceled on 
ye him | never heard from him again 
~~ (and dated someone else in between 
briefly) until early last month. | 
~« Wasn’t gonna return his call (I lost 
.. interest in having sex with someone 
“| held no emotions for & wasn’t at- 
ws tracted to) until | got this paranoid 
thought that maybe he had some- 
thing awful to tell me (AIDS- we 
didn’t do anything risky, but he be- 
ing African American and closeted 
means he is more at risk than | am). So! did the decent thing and met him 
for dinner, figuring that would be it. But it wasn’t and we made love or 
whatever again and he’s called me about six times since and I’ve not 
returned calls or responded to e-mails. | don’t want to just 
blow him off like what my other two “boyfriends” have done 
to me and my best friend also and I’m not sure how to say “I - 
don’t think we should see each other anymore” either. -Phil — 
Phil, It sounds like you’re at least sexually attracted to him un- 
less you just have sex with anyone you have dinner with. If you’re 
still sexually turned on by him, why not keep meeting him for fun, 
as long as he knows it’s just for fun, and as long as you two are 
absolutely being safe about your sex. If you’re really not interested in 
seeing him at all anymore, you could just return his call and say that ¢ 
you can’t deal with anything less than love and you just don’t see it © ° £ 
happening with the two of you. It sounds like a bitch to go through 3 
(which it always is), but he’ll respect you for it, you’ll respect yourself : 
for it and then it will be over and you won't be like your old asshole *=% 
boyfriends. If you really are not attracted to him at all anymore, | can’t 
understand why you’re having sex with him at all. Sal 


My Goddess Holly, I’ve noticed that | have slowed down on the yy 
masturbation a lot this year. | used to wank every day, at least 
once a day, but now | only wank about twice a week. I’m won- 
dering why | just haven’t got as much of an interest in sex... | 
have heard that the sexual peak for guys is 18, and I’m really ° 
stressed. Do you think that has something to do with it? -Kevin 
Kevin, Stress definitely has something to do with it. Sometimes other things 
can get in the way, too: things like school projects, work projects, car projects, 
just about anything that takes up your mind or emotion time. It doesn’t mean 
you'll never whack off like you used to, but it could possibly mean that you are 
getting older or more interested in other aspects of your life. If you are really 
upset about it and it doesn’t seem to change, you may want to reconsider your 
priorities. As long as you are just feeling a lack of inter- 
by est and not any sort of sexual hang-ups then you 
should just use the winter break and seasonal fes- 
tivity time to kick back, relax and give yourself plea- 
sure. And don’t feel bad about using outside 
sources for inspiration. My suggestions for holiday 
reading are: Anais Nin’s Delta of Venus (believe 
me, there’s something for everyone in this gem. It 
never leaves my side!), the comic book version 
4 of Story of O, Lord Byron’s Doctor by Paul West, 
Feu d’amour, and of course, the old classic, Ve- 
nus in Furs and your good old Penthouse, Play- 
boy, etc. And don’t forget all of the pleasures of 
the world wide web. If none of these get your 
heart pumping, | can’t help you any further. Good 
luck and keep your hands in your pants! 


Dear Holly Rose, My 
girlfriend wore out 
the motor on the vi- 
brator | bought her 
within a week. Does 
that count as a de- 
fect? Or is it consid- 
ered tampered with? 
-Chris 

Dear Chris, Defect in # 
your girlfriend or the 
vibrator? If you’re talk- 
ing about the vibrator, 
you should first check 
the batteries and 
make sure they’re not 
beat. If you’re positive © 
it’s the motor, yes, it’s | 4 
a defect, take it back 
and yell at whomever © 
sold it to you. If you’re ialidee about your girlfriend, | might not s Say it’s a defect 
exactly, but if she’s your girlfriend and she wore out her vibrator in one week, 
| think there’s something you could be giving her that she ain’t gettin’ from you. 
Get to work, young man! 


Dear Holly... why do nice guys finish last? -Lonelyheart 

Dear Lonelyheart, Okay, we’ll start with a metaphor here: Most little 
girls think that Ken is the obvious match for Barbie, based mostly on 
looks. Occasionally a little girl will realize that G.I. Joe is a much 
better mate. In other words, girls usually go for an obvious some- 
one to date, rather than someone who approaches her as a friend. 
First, never talk to a girl about her love life if all you want to do is get 
in her pants, because she will automatically see you as a confidant, 
like one of the girls, but definitely not as a sex object. Second, don’t 
be so selfless. Nice is nice, but a girl doesn’t want to make all the 
Fm decisions or be put on a pedestal. Usually she wants to be with an 
§ equal who has needs and desires of his own, but is willing to com- 
* promise. On the other hand, some really intense romances blossom 
‘ from lifelong, close boy-girl friendships, so hop to it! (I just realized 
=; that maybe you're not straight, in which case, | have other things to 
%.; say to you. Let me know if | was wrong.) 


Dear Rosalita, when you split up, who gets the vibrator? - 
Saucemaster 

F-> Saucy, whomever used it primarily should get to keep it, regardless of 
og who fronted the cash for it. If, however, it was equally shared and it was 
your donation to the relationship, you should keep it and have lots and 
‘ lots of sweet hot dreams. 


Dear Holly Rose, (for the hets) do blow jobs count as a first time or does 
it have to be penile-vaginal 
sex? -Rich 

Dear Rich, Blow jobs for 
hets are fun and can end a 
sexual session in them- 


Need sex advice? |. ‘Soi 
selves, butoralsexisbyno\ ... ask, cee : 
means sexual intercourse. 


Just like there are bases: When | first learned the bases, 
first was French kissing, second was up the shirt or down a 
the pants, third was oral sex and home base was bes 
the big bang. Of course, few of us made could . 
make it past second, so we started to consider a / 
girl getting fingered as second and a half. And 
we dropped the baseball metaphor and started § 
referring to itas degrees of murder. Ah, the joys § 
of being young and unknowledgable.....Okay, ; 
here’s a fun drunken holiday activity: reassign | 
the bases or degrees according to your life and 
sexual preferences now, for example: making 
out, no sex: first degree; sex: second degree; 

soft bondage: third degree, etc., etc. 


This Caccaitte Ie Free 


The Dummyup sampler tape has a couple songs a piece 
from BARON AUTOMATIC, NOTHING COOL and THE 
DREAD. All you have to pay is a buck, which covers 


Dear Rosalita, is it true that riot grris give great 
head? Max ‘es 
Dear Max, sure, if you like teeth! 


If you have questions 


about love, sex, liberty postage. Pretty good deal, eh? Sure, we've done it before, 

or the pursuit of happi- but hey; we here at Dummyup ine. are pretty much a one 

ness, write Holly Rose trick pony. C’mon, you know you like the free ctuff. 
c/o 10 Things Thie CD Ie Not Free, that is. Baron 


Automatic’s debut CD, 
Wayfunner, costs $8.00 ppd, and is filled 
with 14 songs of the catchiest, goofiest pop 


or send email fo 
h126+@andrew.cnu.edu. 


Thanks fo all = my punk you ever laid eats on. They’ve been 
lovers, especially compared to F.Y.P, Green Day and oven 
you, baby. Seconds. You'll like it. 


preey 
/ Lillingtons split LP. It’s got six new, 
unreleased studio songs from each band and 9 
great, full color cover by Chris Shary. It’s only 
$7.00ppd. You missed out on the white vinyl, 
but we still have plenty black. 


We've got a bunch mote stuff, so you should send us a stamp for a sticker, 
bookmark and catalog of nifty releases from bands like Nothing Cool, The Dread, 
The Lillingtons, Beatnik Termites and more. Make all chocke and money orders 


to J. Bellah. If you live somewhere other than North America, you should send 
more money. Oh yeah, the tape is completely free when you order something, 


Dummyup inc. PO Box 64.2634 SanFranciseo , CA 94164-2634 


fas vo Onin” a se CD 266-008/Manner Farm: 
ey, san oe Age Ba bee 3 Oppression & Compassion 
A smooth blend of 
melodic punk and 
Canadian Politics in the 
vein of Propagandhi. 


check out our other hits on compact, disc 


Ferd Mert: All This And Morons 

206 Records: The Unpunk Album 

PUNK ROCK: Volume 1 

White Trash Debutantes: It's Raw But You Live For It 


% for 
of California, Ivey, 
Zero & 


Sounds of 
Get Hip, G 
www.206records.com 
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CD $10/ 7" $3.25 
$13 long sleeve 
$16 no hood $22 hood 
orders add 20 
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206 Records 


In 1983, dics 
friends in San 
Francisco started 
Masking Tapes, a 
cassette only label. 
Volker Stewart, Joe (who 
now does Musical Trag- 
_ edies), and Blake Wright be- 
gan the label, abbreviated as 
MT, which later became 
Empty Records. They eventu- 
ally moved to Germany for a 
while, where they ran their 


cherished by the German 


year. In 1987 Blake moved to 
Seattle, took over the label 


single, an Accused 7”. 
Blake’s had a number of 
people help him along the 
way, but for the last 4 years | 
Meghan has been the per- 
son that has helped keep 
things going. Anyone that’s 
called or written Empty has | 
likely corresponded with Meghan. 
Empty has released aslew of Northwest 
punk over the last decade, and brought 
fans some other great bands from 
around the States and the UK. Never 
growing huge, often losing money, and 
without tons of recognition, Empty has 
still managed to keep releasing a con- 
tinuous flow of good music. To the 
Northwest punk scene they have been 
invaluable, some of their releases are 
in everyone’s collection, in mine they 
_ are often the most played. It was darn 
near time | finally got an interview out 
of Blake and Meghan, and in true Empty 
fashion, it was over strong drinks and 
greasy food. (Pix & words by Dan Halligan) 
10: Meghan, how did you hook up with Blake 
and Empty? 

Meghan: | met him at Garageshock through Bruce 
at Au Go Go, Jack from Lance Rock, and Jay 
from Lucky. We were sittin’ around and he had a 
Kill Sybil shirt on, and | was like “Man, that band 
sucks!” And everyone just hushed, they said that 
was one of his bands. And | was like “I don’t care, 
| don’t give a shit”. He just said, “Well... OK”. So 
we kinda started off on a bad foot. | won’t go over 
well in Seattle, but | don’t care. So on the 4" of 


July we hung out for a while, and then we started 
dating for a while, and then we broke up and were 


label & formed a band called § 
Thumper, whose 7” was SO | 


fans that is was voted the | 
worst singlé in Germany that | 


himself, and put out his first 


friends. 
Blake: When Tammy (who was in Kill Sybil) left 
Empty, | had to find someone to fill her shoes 
because | was actually still working full time and 
needed someone there during the day to answer 
phones. Meghan was the only one that | knew 
that had the love of music to jump in there. Ean 
from Sicko was doing it actually for a brief stint 
there. 

Meghan: But Ean was like “I got to get a real ,job, 
| can’t do this.” We fought a lot at first, we had 
dated, so we knew each other real well, he would 
do one thing and I'd run the other direction. 
(Laughing). We don’t fight much now. 

Blake: We just know what to stay away from. 


B: A little, | had to get really picky about it, | signed 
a few people with out getting to know them first, 
and it got kind of sketchy a few times. | just think 
of it as a punk label, because that can mean so 
many things. Since I’ve grown up with punk, if it 
doesn’t have some element of punk in there, then 
it’s not really my thing. 

M: And our version of punk rock is different... it’s 
like 30 year old drunk people that like punk rock. 
It’s not the 15 year olds. 


10: But probably half the people that buy your 
records are 15 year olds. 

M: Nah, | don’t think that’s true. Sicko maybe, 
Scared of Chaka is border line, but the other 
bands, it’s more connisoures, people that like 
good punk rock. They are not gonna buy that 
Southern California brand of clean punk rock. 
They aren’t gonna like that, they aren’t going to 
buy those kinds of records. 

B: We have never been in the trendy mode. We 
have never latched on to any of the trends. Like 
we haven’t put out a ska band yet. 


; M: Oh god, and were not gonna. | hope not! 


B: And when the big Epifat thing started up, we 
didn’t go for any of that. We get all kinds of demo 
tapes, and people are like “What do you want? 
What are you looking for?” | don’t fucking know 
what | am looking for. But | do know what | don’t 
want. 


10: | have heard people say they wished Empty 
signed more local bands, do you wish you did 


; that more often? 


B: Well | would like to, back when there were a lot 


Blake and Machan of local bands on Empty, it was a lot more 
at Feces fun, there was more community, more par- 
Pp y Neadquarters ties. Now we can’t have and Empty Show- 


10: But on the band decisions, does Blake 
make them all? 

B: Oh yeah. 

M: Our tastes are real similar though, | think the 
longer we hang out together, the more we say 
yay or nay about the same things. 

B: | don’t think there are any bands that | have 
done in years that you haven't liked. 

M: No. And | think our tastes are really similar. 
But even stuff that | really like that he isn’t really 
into at first, just bands | play records of, later he 
will be saying “Yeah, this is pretty cool you know.” 
B: We influence each other a lot. I’ve gotten more 
into the garage kind of thing because of Meghan. 
M: Oh that’s not totally true. You get drunk and 
you see a band that is cool and it is what it is. 


10: A lot of people think of Empty as a garage 
label. 

B: | don’t think it’s a garage label, it’s more just 
whatever | am into at the time. We might have a 
“sound” by accident, but if | see a good pop band 
| like | might put it out. 


10: Like Sicko. 

B: Yeah, but they have been around for a long 
time. If | really wanted to make a bunch of money 
back then | could have signed a bunch of Sicko’s, 
when | got Sicko and pop punk got huge, but it’s 
more about what | like. 

M: If they're not cool people, then it’s not gonna 
fucking fly. 


10: Has that happened? 


case or Empty party because we have one 
in England, one in Albequerque, one in Texas, so 
we just can’t pull that together. But | just don’t 
hear that many local bands that move me. 
M: Maybe we don’t go out enough. 
B: Well that could be it to. 


10: So do you think you are growing old? 

B: Oh | know I’m old. (We all laugh) 

M: He’s not hiding that. 

B: It’s because of my age I’ve become really jaded. 
M: It’s Seattle though, there was a time when you 
couldn’t go see an opening band and think they 
were gonna be any good. There was some bad 
stuff that was happening in Seattle, it was like 
“Opening band, fuck that!” 

B: Seattle doesn’t have it’s own sound anymore, 
it’s seems like all the bands are trying to copy 
everyone else. Everyone is trying to do the One- 
Two-Three garage thing or what have you. Be- 
fore Seattle got big, Seattle was it’s own little world 
and had it’s own influences and the outside world 
didn’t mean much to it, it seemed like. What re- 
ally gets my ear these days is bands that really 
stand out as being unique. For me to sign a band 
that sounds like sounds like something | could 
name, like “They sound like ”, then they 
would have to be really really good at it. 

M: Well Dan, you go out to the house parties and 
stuff, | haven’t been to a house party in fucking 
years. | am totally out of it. In Reno | went to see 
the Drags in Pete’s basement, that was the first 
basement party | have been to in years. There 
were like 15 year olds drinking beer, | hadn’t done 
that in... forever. 

B: But then again you know, | might never have 


even heard of the Murder City Devils if they didn’t 
beg to be on that Scared of Chaka show. And | 
had never heard any of their other bands. Were 
their other bands any good? 

M: The Death Wish Kids and the Unabombers. 


10: They were a lot more hardcore, but yes, 
definitely. | thought they were fantastic. So 
how do you find the bands you end up sign- 
ing? 

M: Friends. 

B: Usually bands turn us on to other bands. The 
Motards turned us on to Scared of Chaka... and 
the Drags, and Scared of Chaka turned us on to 
the Weird Lovemakers, Tim turned us on to the 
X-Rays, Chuck Dee turned us on to the Motards. 
M: Rest in piece, the poor guy is dead now, un- 
fortunately. He used to be a writer. He went to 
this woman’s house, took some methadone and 
was freaking out, and then just died. But he was 
2 big Motards fan, they were trying to figure out 
what they wanted to do, and he was like “Go with 
Empty, they are honest people, that’s where you 
want to be”. If he wasn’t back there saying that, it 
wouldn't have maybe happened. 

B: Tim Hayes, he’s the man that turns me on toa 
lot of shit too. 

M: You go into Fallout and he will sell you any- 
thing, you wouldn't believe it. He’s a great sales- 
man. 

B: That guy should be selling cars. 

M: He’s got good taste, he says what it’s like, to 
look at the cover, look at the vinyl it’s on, and that 
there is 500 of them and if you don’t get one then 
you are just fucked. 

B: Tim Yohanan turned me on to the New Bomb 
Turks. (Empty released one of their singles) | was 
down at Maximum and he was spinning me 
records and said “Oh you gotta hear this... “ and 
it was their first 7” on Datapanik. 


10: How many demo tapes do you get in the 
mail a week? 

M: A lot, sometimes 5 a week, sometimes 2 a 
day. 

B: | think it averages out to like 3 a week. 

M: Nah, it’s worse than that. 


10: Do you ever sign a band from hearing a 
demo? 

B: Actually there was one band recently that sent 
a demo out of the blue that was great, it reminded 
me of early 80’s East Coast hardcore. But then 
they sent me the tape of their new stuff and it 
wasn’t that catchy, so | had to like back off. 

M: Well the Fireballs of Freedom sent us a tape, 
then we saw them live and they were super cool. 
Then they sent us the tape again, and | was like 
“I’ve heard this.” But it wasn’t us. | said “You guys 
are cool, go and 
fucking make a 
record that 
sounds like you 
guys live.” And they did ¢ 
that and it was great. 
B: But that wasn’t totally a2 
blind, we had a bunch of & 
people hyping us on the 
Fireballs. Re 


to say that they needed 
to get their live sound on 
a record, and they came 
to town and saw Conrad 


Another fun Empty 
BBQ w/ loads of beer! 


Uno and recorded a good { 
record. 
B: But our demos are really dis- [: 
mal. me 
M: Not always. But we got aL 
rap demo, where the guy sang songs like 
“Yo Crackhead Bitch!” (We all laugh and order 
more drinks.) We’ve gotten folk demos. I’m mean 
really, do they know anything about the label? 


10: | wanted to ask you about the movie 
“Hype”, I finally saw it, and you are interviewed 
in it. 

B: That’s was totally nerve racking. 

10: You seem to get nervous like that, | went 
to that first Northwest Conference thing with 
you and you were nervous about that. (So we 
drank big bottles of home brew before he and 
Daniel from C/Z argued about indie labels!) 
B: | don’t like to speak in public. Stage fright | 
guess. 

M: | think he has a problem with public speaking 
and | think a lot of people have a problem with it. 
B: Maybe | should join the Toastmaster’s Club. 
But the problem with that time was they stuck me 
there with just Daniel! 


10: So how do you think the Hype movie turned 
out? (Hype is the documentary about the “Se- 
attle Scene”) 
B: | think it turned out fairly well, it kinda got side- 
tracked towards the later part of the movie. As a 
movie about the unknown Seattle bands, the 
bands that got overlooked in Seattle, it started 
out great. Dead Moon and all these bands that 
people hadn’t heard of, at least on that hype level 
of Seattle... 
M: Art Chantry was great. 
B: The Monomen were hilarious. But towards the 
end with all of that Pearl Jam garbage... and | 
couldn’t even watch myself in it. A lot of the com- 
plaints | heard about the movie were they reiter- 
ated their point too much. 
M: Well it’s funny in a way, like you go into 
Nordstrom’s and you hear “do doo do doo”, and 
it’s this song that you know, but it’s in Muzak! 
And the camera goes up the escalator and there 
is like “Grunge Wear”. 
B: | enjoyed it, but | know most of the people in 
there, so it’s kinda personal. If | didn’t know any 
of the people and wasn’t from Seattle, | don’t know 
what | would think of it. 
M: But everything you like is going to become 
infiltrated. Like if you collect girl mag crap, just 
look at a Rocket or a Stranger and every bar in 
town now has 1950’s pin up girls. Anything you 
like, 6 months later, everyone else is gonna like it 
too. There is nothing you can do about it. 

te B: Keep running, keep run- 
ning from it. 
M: No shit! 


10: Do you forsee a point 
when you will stop doing 
Empty? 

B: | don’t really want to think 
about it, but you can only 
lose so much money. 

M: But it’s part of your iden- 
tity. 

B: And it’s like what will | do 
- if | don’t have a label? On 
the other hand | also really 


enoy--doilng it. : 
Maybe when | am 40... and that’s not that 
far away. 

M: He told me he’d give me Empty if he dies. 

B: Yep, Meghan gets it if | die. 

M: | don’t think | want it though. If you run a label 
that’s cool and are cool to your bands, you don’t 
make money and you are in debt. If you nickel 
and dime your bands to death and fuck them over, 
you make money. Or if you get a “hit” band, but 
you know what, that’s a one in a jillion chance. If 
you do things on the up and up and you’re level 
with people, the chances of ever fucking break- 
ing even and making money are like... forget 
about it. | talked about this the other day, Blake 
shouldn’t have to work so hard to put out music 
that is underappreciated. You should be able to 
really put out good rock and roll, or punk, or what- 
ever it is and not have to beat yourself to death to 
be able to do it. Punk rock is a hardcore hobby. 

B: | think more people just need to get involved, 
back in ’84 everyone was doing stuff. We thought 
we should be doing something, we kinda put it 
together on a whim, it’s surprised me I’ve kept it 
going this long. It really used to bum me out the 
number of bands that are looking for labels, like 
“Why aren’t people putting out more shit?” People 
should be more self-sufficient and the scene 
should be more self-sufficient. The fewer and 
fewer people that are actually doing this kind of 
stuff, the harder it is. 

M: But if you keep telling people, “You don’t need 
me to put out your record, put it out yourself!” 
then you get to where we are now. It’s hard to sell 
a record cuz there are a jillion other records that 
you want to buy. Before the scene here was small 
and the scene in punk rock in general was small. 
| can identify with people like you and Blake and 
people that are in my same age group, but with 
people that are like 15 or 16, | want to identify 
with them and | just can’t. The ska-punk scene is 
just not my scene. | can’t connect. 


10: Does that bum you out, when you reach 
the point in punk when you are so old... (ev- 
eryone laughs) once you reach the point when 
you are past 25 and you can’t always relate to 
the kids getting into it? 

M: It depends if they are open minded, | say go 
buy the Stiff Little Fingers, the Vibrators, go get 
the Buzzcocks. You know, all the stuff you lis- 
tened to. If you are gonna be into ska, listen to 
the old rock steady stuff. This is what my dad 
tells me, “It’s like someone who likes the Stones, 
but can’t get into Muddy Waters”. If you can’t get 
into your past, and figure what is really going on, 
then you miss out. And you don’t know which kids 
are going to be into punk rock for a year and be- 
come a yuppy or which ones are going to become 
punk rockers and do great things. There is no 
way you Can tell. 

B: Every year since | started going to shows in 
the mid-80’s, you would see part of the crowd 
leave, every year you would have a new bunch 
of kids, but the whole crowd would just change. 
It’s always been like that. It’s just us foolish people 
that take it too seriously. 


So Thanksgiving and X-Mas are * 
over, and (like me) you’re still | 
working on the leftovers be- | 
cause the bird you got was far =~ 
too much for two people. Or 
maybe you want to do some- 
thing with all the fruits and ber- 
ries you picked last summer 
and froze to use later... Now you 
have too much packed into 
your freezer for anything else. 
What do you do?!?! Easy an- ; 
swer. Make pies! | am the Queen 
of Pies—pot pies, fruit pies, 
empanadas (pocket-type Mexi- 
can pastries), etc. Pies are 
easy, and once you’ve mastered crust—ei- 
ther buying it in the grocery or (preferably) 
making it yourself—there are endless pos- 
sibilities for culinary treats. And the costs 
are minimal! | prefer to make my own crust, 
and this is the easiest recipe | know. (And 
it is vegan!) | think it’s excellent and tastes 
much better than the frozen, store-bought 
stuff. (But if you’re in a pinch, lazy, or ina 
hurry, ’ll admit those make good substi- 
tutes.) Anyhow, for utensils you'll need: a 
rolling pin, a large bowl, and a “pastry 
blender” (an inexpensive item you can get 
at almost any market). If you can’t find a 
pastry blender, a fork will work just as well... 
And of course, a pie plate. (8-9 inches wide, 
preferably glass.) 


Pie Crust 


Double crust for 9" pie plate 

2 cups of flour (white, wheat, etc.) 

2/3 cups of shortening (vegetable if you are 
vegan—this is what | use) 

Pinch or 1 tsp. of salt 

6-8 tablespoons of ICE COLD water (this is the 
key to a flaky crust) 


In a mixing bowl, stir the flour and salt together. Cut 
in the shortening (that is, press it in) with the pastry 
blender or fork, until there are pieces the size of 
small peas. Sprinkle one tablespoon of the water 
over part of the mixture; gently toss (mix) it with a 
fork. Push it to the side of bowl. Repeat until all is 
moistened. 


Divide dough in half, forming each half into a ball. 
On a lightly-floured surface, flatten one ball of dough 
with your hands. Roll the dough with the rolling pin 
from the center to edges, forming a circle about 12 
inches in diameter. Then wrap the dough around 
the rolling pin, and unroll it onto a 9-inch pie pan. 
Ease the dough into the pie plate, being careful not 
to stretch it. Trim the dough until it’s even with rim 
of pie plate. Now fill it with your favorite filling! 


For the top crust, roll out the dough and prepare ‘it 
as above, and place it on top of the filled pie. Tuck 
the top crust between the edge of the pie plate and 
the bottom crust; then press the edges with your 
fingertips (to make pretty ridges). Bake it as long as 
the recipe says. (Make sure you've slit air vents into 
the top crust to allow steam to escape! Otherwise, 
the pie could explode!) Brush the top crust with a 
beaten.egg.or.a little water before baking to make 
the top look “shiny”. 


You can find a way to make this vegan, but this is 


E 


one of my and the Geek’s fav and totally easy reci- 
pes: 


Pot Pie! 


9" pastry dough recipe or 1 package frozen pie 
crusts 

2 cups of turkey or chicken (Or whatever you 
want. | don’t know if tofu would work) 

1 can (15 ounces) of mixed vegetables or 2 cups 
of (thawed) frozen veggies 

1/2 cup of milk 

2 cans of cream of mushroom, potato, or broc- 
coli soup (15 ounces. | mix 2 different ones for 
variety!) 

A big pinch of pepper—and maybe a dash of 
thyme leaves 


Preheat oven to 375F. (And prepare the crusts.) In 
a bowl, mix the soup, mixed veggies, chicken (or 
whatever you are using), milk, thyme and pepper. 
Pour into the dough-lined pie plate. Top it with the 
second crust (folding the top crust under.the bottom 
crust and “fluting” the edges.) Bake for 40 minutes 
or until golden brown, cool for 10 minutes—then eat! 


Easy fruit pies using the 9" pie crust recipe or store- 
bought frozen pie crusts: 


10-12 Granny 
Smith apples, ; 
peeled, cored | 
and sliced 
3/4 cup of sugar © 
(plus some extra 
for the top of the 
pie) 

Juice from 1 
lemon, or 2 table- : 
spoons of lemon —..; 

juice 

1 1/2 teaspoons of cinnamon 

1/2 teaspoon of nutmeg (I like a lot of spices, so 


Apple pie 


ANGEL 


add more if you want!) 

_ Pinch of cloves 

tablespoons of flour 
tablespoons of unsalted butter 
1 large beaten egg 


Heat the oven to 375F and prepare 
the pie crusts as directed. In a large 
bowl, combine the apples, sugar, 
lemon juice, spices, and flour, and mix 
well. Spoon the apples into the pie pan 
with the bottom crust, dot it with pieces 
of butter and cover the pie with the 
remaining pie crust. Cut steam vents 
across the top. Seal the crust by crimp- 
ing the edges, then brush the top with 
a beaten egg and sprinkle with sugar. 
Place pie on a cookie sheet and bake 
about 1 hour, or until the crust is brown and the 
juices are bubbling. Let it cool on wire rack before 
serving. 


Berry-Explosion Pie 
(named by the Geek!) 

About six heaping cups of your favorite berries. 
(Strawberries, blueberries, ollalaberries, 
marionberries, raspberries, etc.) Use fresh ber- 
ries if you can still find them, or thawed com- 
pletely if you’re using frozen berries. 
1 cup plus 1 tablespoon sugar 
1/4 cup cornstarch 
1/4 teaspoon of cinnamon 
2 teaspoons of lemon juice 
1 teaspoon of vanilla extract 


Preheat the oven to 400F and prepare the pie crusts 
as directed. Place all the fresh or thawed berries in 
a bowl and toss (mix) them with 1 cup of sugar, the 
cornstarch, the cinnamon, the lemon juice and the 
vanilla. Spoon the berry mixture into the pie plate 
with the bottom crust. and cover it with the top crust. 
(Be sure to slice steam vents into the top!) Seal the 
pie by crimping the edges of the crust, brush it lightly 
with water, and sprinkle it with the remaining sugar. 
On a cookie sheet, bake it in the lower 2/3 of the 
oven for 1 to 1 1/2 hours, or until the filling is bubbly 
and the crust golden brown. 


These pies smell awesome when 
baking (and warm up the apartment if 
you have no heat like I do!) | hope you 

enjoy making and eating these pies. 

Making it yourself makes all the 

difference—and if you can find out how 
to make them more vegan please let 
me know! I’m at: 
babycham@uclink2.berkeley.edu 
Hope the Solstice was grand and you 
all have a gnarly new year! 
—the Little @ngel (and the Geek!) 


WO! 


NEW LABOUR - NEW ENGLAND. That’s 
the catch phrase that all the champagne socialists 
are spouting at the moment here in the UK. NEW 
GOVERNMENT - SAME SHITE is what the rest of 
the country is saying. Traditionally Labour were the 
party of the working class, but since coming to power 
on May 2nd they have shown their true colours, and 
those colours are a darker shade of Tory blue. 

After lying to the voters on a number of pre- 
election pledges, once they had their foot in the door 
- BANG! Things, instead of getting better as their 
campaign theme suggested, started very quickly to 
get worse. | could list many ways in which this has 
happened, but as this is the boozers column, I'll re- 
strict myself to that area. It’s enough to get me wound 
up on its own. 

Regular readers will remember how | was 
saying that the alcopops feeding frenzy was going 
to get all the politicians in a lather about underage 
drinking? Well it did. Now it is virtually impossible to 
find the different drinks anywhere. Call me a skep- 
tic, but | find it amusing that the supermarkets and 


off-licences that stopped selling the drinks are now 


to be seen getting permission to expand into area 


they never were operating before. Kick-backs? Hush H0 vot 


your mouth! 


Hooch in any pub an 
expect to pay £3 - an in- 
crease of nearly 40% of 
the pre-election price. My 
regular tipple of choice 
Strongbow Super used 
© be 8.9% in strength, 

ut suddenly it’s gone 
s down to 7.5%, due to our 


E BOOZE 


Try to buy an Apple & 


‘Socialist’ government telling them to do it. Like we, 
as adults, need protecting from the strength of these 
ciders / lagers. The nice lady who runs my local off- 
licence was savvy enough to buy some extra crates 
of the pre-cutdown ciders and as a special favour to 
her favourite customers would only sell the old 
strength to us, while everyone else got the lesser 
strength. | like her! 

Another new legislation that our beloved 
leaders are going to hit us with any day now, is the 
public drinking laws. Now - on a hot summer's day, 
| - like many others - like sitting in the park and hav- 
ing an ice cold cider or beer. Come the new year, 
we will not be able to do this anymore, as they are 
going to totally criminalise open air drinking. | for 
one am looking forward to next years Punks 
Picnics and see how they deal with the 
punks drinking in the parks then. Ought to 
be a riot (literally) me thinks. 

GET ‘EM WHILE YA CAN: As a result of 
the above mentioned alcopops scam, sales 
are down a whopping 28%, which, it seems, 
is enough for the companies that brew them 
to seriously consider stopping them alto- 
wifes gether. So, while you are still able, why not 
; g wrap your lips around a bottle or two of the 

@ following: “HO-HO-HO-OCH”. Yep! A 
= Christmas Cash-in. Cranberry flavour, 5.4%, 

nice enough | suppose, but one for the Xmas 
morning hangover, and not much else. Nice label 
though, with Santa and a deer on the label. Santa’s’ 
toy sack is made out of cranberries as well. Prob- 
ably gonna be a collectors item, if I’m a:1y judge. 
And | am. A seasonal 5 sleighbells out of 10 for this. 

FREEZER COCKTAILS. Available in 
three flavours (as far as | know) - Margarita, Harvey 
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WallBanger and Screwdriver. These are really for 
lazy people, like me | suppose? Anyway, they come 
in those foil packs and fit nicely in the fridge, but 
apart from that aren’t much cop. The whole idea of 
people mixing their own cocktails to their own tastes 
is obviously a concept the makers of these drinks 
are not familiar with. More mixer than alcohol, there 
is no way | could like these - even if they are cheap 
- £1.99 for 30 cl. Bah. No sleighbells here. 

Finally- again 
aimed at the Xmas mar- 
ket we have WOOD- 
PECKER CIDER 
PUNCH. | don’t as a rule 
like WOODPECKER ci- 
der at all, but ’tis the sea- 
son to be jolly and all that 
so | figured - what the 
feck - give ita go. Guess 
what? This isn’t your nor- “5 
mal cider - even for an Xmas ee in. A look at the 
ingredients says Cider/ Brandy (BRANDY? wahey!) 
lemonade and various fruits. As you can imagine 
the neck on this bottle is quite wide, as the fruit slices 
are about an inch cubed. Anyway, you gently heat it 
- but DON’T BOIL IT!! - and then sit down and enjoy 
in front of an open fire. (or a real-fire-effect thing). 
This baby rocks! A tad expensive at £3.50 a litre, 
but - hey it’s Xmas - treat your self. 10 sleighbells! 

That's it for this time around | guess, so 
until next time - Drink, drink your cider up, that’s 
what my daddy told me! -Triplicate Girl 


(EXPLOITATION! 


MY LIFE IN RAIN 
THIS BAND 1S KILLING ME 
Farewell 8 song mini-album from 
these DG-area folks. It's what you 
inight expect, but then it's so much 
more, Don Zientara produced it at 
Inner Far Studios. Fans of Jawbox/ 
Lungfish would easily enjay this. 
Allied Ho. 81° GD: $6.00 


9 V.CARD 
| “THERE'S YOU...” 
| Three deadbeats from Boston with 


| of Jawbreaker and J Church... go 
4 figure. 11 songs produced by Brian 
| Melernan (Damnation a.d., Cast 
i Iron Hike, ete.) 

Abid Na. 9060: $8.00 


omg BS IN SPOKES 
Highly melodic mod/pop punk tria 
from Jacksonville, Florida. Great 
vocal harmonies and infectious, 
well-crafted songs. The best band 
you never heard. 11 songs as pro- 
duced by Assick’s Steve Heritage. 
Allied No, 88-60: $8.00 


CARDS IN SPOKES 


STINK 

SPLITTING NOTHING UP THREE WAYS 

12 new action-packed power pop 

gems. Seattle's best kept secret 

with their second full length album 

features more of the trio’s blend 

aa Of distorted guitar melodic full- 
me throttle punk. 

Aled Na, 88 0: $8.00 


HOT WATER MUSIC 
( ALAGHUA 
The emo kings from Gainesville, 
Florida, with 2 great songs not to 


be found on their current Doghouse 

full length. If you like Avail or Fuel 
Re Sitiggsitiget you wil love this. 
‘aneteeetiagt Med Ho, 78.7”: $8.50 
music 


Prices are post paid within the U.S. only. Cheeks/money orders payable to: ALLIED RECORDINGS 
$1.00 gets a complete catalog. Send all orders to: ALLIED RECORDINGS, PO. Box 460683, San Francisca, California 94146-0683. 


Further explorations in exploitation: SAINT JAMES INFRIMARY LP/CO [January] » PEACEFUL MEADOWS/STINK Double 7” [February] » Thanks! 


Recently Matt Matsuoka of Red Rocket and Ten- 
O-Seven fame embarked on a new actventure, 
creating a film With a bunch of local friends and 
band members. The movie is a love story be- 
tween tWo young adults and takes the viewer 
through their trials, tribulations, and akWard mo- 
ments. The movie is be distributed on video by 
Dave Larson’s record label Excursion, Dave also 
stars in the film. Its great to see punks branch- 
ing out beyond music and applying DIY to other 
thinks like movie making. Matt told me that ev- 
eryone should make at least one movie in their 
life, and he plans to make more. A few weeks 
ago Diona from 10 Things got a chance to sit 
down over a few drinks to discuss the movie 
with Matt. 


Diona: Was the script of Heartbreak Beat based 
on anything in your life or is it just some random 
quirky love story? 

Matt: It was a combination of movies that | had 
seen, Judy Bloom Books, 

and to be honest, a bit of CI R 
Dave Larson’s life was in that 

movie. A V| ( 
10: Dave is the guy who 

plays the director in the movie, right? 

M: Yes. But the film is mostly a John Hughes 
tribute more or less. It’s obviously not anything 
like a John Hughes film, butit has the same base, 
with someone saying the worst, most dumbest 
line out of nowhere, but at the 

same time being so sincere 

you stop and think “Oh that’s 

deep”. 

10: The only problem | had 

with the movie was that a lot 

of the dialog was delivered 

too fast and it didn’t really give 

a chance for anything they 

said to sink in. | have now 

watched the movie a few 

times and really listened to 

what the characters are say- 

ing and it’s pretty hilarious. 

M: That’s my fault as a direc- 

tor, | wasn’t concentrating on 

the delivery. But when you 

write, direct, produce, and film, you end up hav- 
ing a lot on your mind. | was listening to them as 
actors telling a story, and if it was told right lets 
move on. On the next film I’m going to be equally 
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concerned about the delivery. 
10: None of these people are actors right? 

M: They are so not actors it’s not even funny. | 
will say that they are troopers, it was about the 
hardest I’ve ever seen anyone work for no money. 
| was definitely amazed with how much they did 
and it made me want to work even harder on the 
film. 

10: It seems like it would have been a lot of fun, 
even if you have no acting ability. Especially when 
you know that you are not expected to. 
M: | think every one acts just a little bit. 
People pretend to like things when they 
really don’t all the time. 

10: Heartbreak beat is a Psychedelic Furs 
song, is there a particular reason you used 
the name? 

M: John Hughes gave a tribute to Psyche- 
delic Furs in Pretty in Pink, mine is Heart- 
break Beat. If you look closely at both my 
cover and the cover of Pretty in Pink, you'll 


ih AND HARE A iy E 
10: What ever happened to John Pettibone’s char- 


notice a resemblance. 
acter Paul? 
M: That’s the whole mystery of the movie. You 


don’t know if Carrie’s character “Anne” dumps 
Paul to hang out with Jeff’s charac- 


§ ter “John” or if she’s two timing him. 
# Or is she going to try and have a 
straight edge three-some of some 
kind of like D.P. (double penetration) 
as they said earlier in the film. Did 
Anne get together with Paul? Did 
she get together with John? Is she 
masturbating by herself some- 
where? Did she get together with 
Naomi’s character? You just don’t 
know. Maybe they did the double team, maybe it 
was sensitive Paul on the bottom, Carrie in the 
middie, and Jeremy on top ruling shit. YOU JUST 
DON’T KNOW. 


| WILL PROBABLY START FILMING AT THE END OF SPRING OR Th 
BEGINNING OF SUMMER IT WILL BE WORE ACTION ORIENTED WITH HARSHALL same actors in 
ARTS SHORD FIGHTING UFOS AND SOME FULL FRONTAL NUDITY 


10: Let’s talk about the cake eating scene!!! 

M: In these kind of teenage movies you always 
see the girls demonstrating how well they give 
head. They’ll show them using a popsickle or a 
hot dog. Take Fast times at Ridgemont High, they 
show them using a carrot. So | was thinking, you 
never see a guy talking about how well he is at 
giving oral sex. | was trying to capture something 
completely spontaneous, but not completely ob- 
vious like “Oh, by the way, | have these two pieces 
of fish filet.” 

10: Well, alright then. (This is what Diona says 
when she is too embarrassed to say anything). 
M: | kind of wanted it to be subtle, so | figured 
birthday cake! It’s kind of creamy, it’s kind of 
sticky, why not? (Laughter) 

10: At the beginning of the movie, there is a scene 
where Anne asks Jeremy for a ride. After they 
are driving for awhile John asks Anne where she 
lives so he can drop her off. Anne answers by 
saying take me back to the party, because she 
has to drive her blind brother’s car home. 

M: The whole scene was set up and was a con- 
scious decision on my part. It’s a front and kind 
of an inside joke. It’s guy’s as well as girls, they 
make little excuses to make it seem as if they are 
more in control of the situation. Carrie made up 
an excuse of saying, | got to get home, my brother 
needs to use the car. It’s about keeping the mys- 
tery & not giving too much about themselves, so 
you have the upper hand in a relationship. 

10: Are you going 
to be writing more 
films? 

M: Yes, I’m writing 
the outline for my 
next film and will 
probably fill it out in 
the winter or begin- 
ning of spring. | will 
probably start film- 
ing at the end of 
spring or the be- 
ginning of summer. 
It will be more ac- 
tion oriented with 
marshall arts, sword fighting, UFO’S, and some 
full frontal nudity. 

10: Female or male? 

M: Male, Joe Plumber of Bare Minnimum can de- 
liver because we’ve talked about it briefly and I’ve 
seen the action. Joe Plumber has the goods. 
10: Will you be 
using a lot of the 


all your films like 
John Waters? 
M: John Waters 
is to Divine as | am to Adam Baldwin. Adam 
Baldwin is my Divine. 

10: So for anyone who gets inspired by your film, 
what kind of advice would you give them? 

M: If you have a good story, shoot it on anything 
you have, VHS or film. There will be a lot of people 
tellin’ you it’s too difficult. It’s the nature of people 
to put limits on themselves and not take chances. 
Movies are the way to go, it’s cryptic, music is 
over saturated and pre-planned, Bush, No Doubt, 
Super Deluxe shit. Sell your guitar, sell your amp, 
get a video camera and make a movie. No mat- 
ter how bad you think it is, I’ll sit down and put it 
in the VCR and watch it. 
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Hey everybody out there! For 
those of you who are inter- 
ested in making your own 
killer beer, 10 Things has 
—sidecided to dedicate some 

pwsree Rg Space to help teach people 

Fi ox. ‘a to learn how to brew. For 
wwetega all of you fucks that already 
brew your own, I’Il be toss- 
ing in a recipe or two each 
issue. The first will be my favorite, THE LONDON PORTER! Brew- 
ing is a great step towards doing one more thing yourself instead 
of relying on a big corporation, the beer can turn out really good, 
and to top it off, you don’t even have to be 21 to brew your own 
beer. If you brew, don’t be shy, go ahead and send us samples of 
your beer or recipes to try and we’ll review them in future issues. 


EQUIPMENT 
NECESSARY? 
TO BEGIN 


You’ll need to get a hold 
of these items to get 
started. You can pick up 
equipment at your local 
brew shop (check the 
yellow pages) or pick up a 
starter kit through 
catalogs or at Costco. Later you may decide to upgrade your equipment for 
better beer batches and to try different methods. 


THE ADVANCED BREWERS KUT 


One 5 gallon carboy (glass) 

One fermentation lock 

Racking cane with carboy nipple and tip 

Carboy brush 

Lodafor sanitizer 

2-gallon kettle to steep your grains 

7-gallon kettle /w fitted screen and spigot plumbed i in at the base to boil in 
Counter Flow Wart Chiller 

3 hop bags 

Yeast energizer 

Water filter 

Lg. spoon 

And the ingredients for the recipe you want to brew 


(Note, these items can vary a bit and any given brew shop or starter kit 
may have slightly different equipment. Don’t panic! 
These are what | use and recommend getting. ) 


THe BASIC BOTTLING KIT INCLUDES: 


Bottling (corn) sugar, capping device, caps, bottle filling tube, and a pail to 
mix in (one that’s plumbed near the bottom is easier to use). 


When I started brewing, | 
had only rudimentary 
versions of the equip- 
ment listed. The counter 
flow chiller has replaced 
a 15-ft coil of copper 
tubing that | stirred 
gently in the brew. The 
7-gallon stainless steel 
kettle is fitted with a 
stainless steel screen 
elevated an inch above 
the bottom so it rides above the drain valve, it recently replaced a Hopvac 
and cut out the need to keep the hops in a containment bag. 


After you have retained the necessary supplies you should begin collecting 
recipes! I suggest looking in some of the published brewing guides available in 
stores or write to Dan or me. We will be glad help you out with some custom 
recipes. Another good source of info seems to be Internet brewing newsgroups 
and home brewer’s Web pages. 


NECIPE 2) 


LONDON PORTER 

7 1/2 Ibs. Pale Malt Extract 

1 1/4 Ibs. Brown Malt (ground) 
1/2 Ib. Black Patent Malt (ground) 
4 oz. Kent Golding Hops 

1 oz. Fuggel Hops 

1 packet of 1084 Irish Yeast 


REMEMBER EACH BEER IS A PROTOTYPE AND YOU NEED TO KEEP A 
COMPLETE RECORD IF YOU EVER WANT TO REPEAT ANY OF YOUR 
SUCCESSFUL BEERS! YOU CAN EMAIL ME AT: 
TTHEMASHER@ AOLCOM OR WRITE ME C/O 10 THINGS. 


Idol Records Is Proud To Present 


Chankless Dogs 
The Wolfpack 
THE REFUZORS 


IDOL RECORDS 


The Finest In Rock & Roll Since 1997 
P. O. Box 20232 Seattle, WA 98102 
idol_Records@msn.com 


Meg Watjen is more known by most people 
as "Meg from the Velvet Elvis". Ouring the 
last ¢ years she has managed to keep alive 
the longest running all-ages venue in Seattle, 
which has been tough because of our not- 
so-kid-friendly laws and police, not to men- 
tion the punk communities’ irresponsible 
behavior that often ruins venues. There are 
few people in Seattle that make things hap- 
pen more for the punk community than Meg. 
While she puts up with a fair amount of crap 
and works endlessly, she always seems to 
have a smile on her face. She also always 
seems to have something to say, so | thought 
it was about time we interviewed her for 10 
Things. 

Interview by Oan Halligan 


How did you hook up with the theatre as a place to do shows? 
The history kinda pre-dates the Velvet Elvis. | met this band called All You 
Can Eat when | was down in San Francisco. They were really nice people 
and they said “We’re coming to Seattle, where can we play?” And | was 
like “You know, I’ve only been to a couple of all-ages shows there and they 
were all at this church, St. Josephs”. | said “Come to think of it, | don’t think 
there is really any place to do an all-ages show at right now”. So they gave 
me this number of this guy Matt, Matt Matsuoka of Ten-O-Seven, they said 
he was a friend of theirs, and asked if | would call him and help find them a 
place to play. So | called him and he told me about the Old Firehouse, but 
there was like no place like that in Seattle. So | started cold calling, | called 
up this guy Curtis Pitts, who was a friend of a friend. | called him and 
picked his brain, because | knew he used to do shows. | am really stub- 
born and it just became this thing that | was going to do, even if it killed me. 
And | ended up not being able to do it, | had called the Oddfellows Hall, the 
Party Hall, Washington Hall, and they all wouldn’t do shows anymore. Then 
through Katrina (from Outcast Records), me and Mike Hudson did a show 
at a garage on Westlake. We did a Fifteen show and another show there, 
but the place was fucked. Curtis knew we were still looking for a place, and 


percentage system and now we are vary much a part of their theatre ee 
cause they recognize that we kept them alive for so long. 


Are you still keeping them alive? 
Yeah, but right now the play they have had there for a ated and if- 
well, people keep coming, and that’s carrying the-theatre: 

many debts, old old debts that are being pai 
out with that. We also have, through the s 


(Laughs) | am probably the most vocal at the shows and that’s probably 
why everyone associates it with me, but I’ve had different partners. First 
their was me and Curtis, then started getting into raves, helping out this 


it. like that. | don't like the bullshit that goes a long with that and I’d rather put 
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group called the Chocolate Factory, who actually did some raves at the 
Velvet Elvis until something bad happened. Then | worked alone for a 
while until an old boyfriend of mine helped me out for a while. Off and on | 
did it alone, but realized | couldn’t do it alone, plus | got a job at Sub Pop, 
and that takes up a lot of my time. The hardest thing is that it’s volunteer 
run, you have to manage volunteers, keep everyone happy, give them 
what they need, help them learn or make sure they are doing the right 
thing, like “Do you want to be learning sound, do you want to be working 
the door, or do you want to be sweeping up?” If people get something out 
of it, then they stay around. Some people get school credit. But, honestly, 
that’s how come now it’s still alive. | wouldn’t have been able to keep it 
alive without the volunteers. It’s not a collective at all, but it’s just sort of a 
big group effort. 


Do you think it could survive without you? 

You know, | hope so. | was actually of thinking about leaving a year ago. 
This guy Chris was doing stuff with me for a while, he would run things, 
and started setting up stuff on his own. But then he sorta had other fish to 
fry. | had been telling him | wanted him to take things over, we would do 
like a year of transition, but he had other stuff to do. Right now, it’s a 
constant worry, that’s why | am still there, but | get a lot out of it. It’s hard to 
imagine leaving, but | want it to be able to survive without me. | think it’s 


only have so much time and money. If there are 3 really good all- -ages 
shows, or even bar shows, people won’t come if we do 3 shows in a row, 
our audience is thinner than if we had one show in a week. 


Do you worry about competition from other venues? 
Not really, because there is no other venue like us. And | don’t care to 


bands on stage that | like or that are good people that are working hard. So 
not every band that goes on our stage is necessarily a good band, but 
most of them we think are. 


Do you book a certain type of band? You have taken some flak for 
booking more emo bands than straight up punk bands. 

It’s true. The thing that sucks is that | like punk, that’s what | grew up with, 
the fact that we don’t do that type of show anymore really sucks. But gen- 
erally, if there’s a punk band coming through that we really like, then we'll 
try to do a mixed show. | don’t know if you can say we do a certain genre, 
but | guess you could say we tend to do more emo or indie rock, but it’s 
mostly it because we know how to book those shows, we know how to run 
them, and mostly we have had less problems. That sucks, but I’ve been 
swung at, I’ve been called a cunt, I’ve gotten in fights with people, I’ve had 
to clean up puke, we’ve been threatened by the condo organization (there 
are condos across the alley from the VE) and other forces, including the 
police, when we have had people drinking in the alley. The liquor board 
comes in, and we have all those forces to deal with beyond the fact that 
the theatre is there not just for all-ages shows, but also to be a theatre. So 
we have to protect that and we have to protect our investment in the equip- 
ment, because we’ve worked so hard. 


So the main hang-up is the crowd? 

| guess you can Say that. | don’t understand why... | guess | shouldn’t 
even say that... | was gonna say | don’t understand why people have to 
get drunk at two in the afternoon to go to a show. 


She says with a beer in her hand at two in the afternoon before a 
show. . 

(Laughs) Yeah. But | don’t know, | guess | never associated having a 
good time with getting trashed and being an asshole. | don’t have a 
problem with people drinking, but | just have a problem when people 
fuck with other people, it just makes some people mean. It’s one 
thing when people get in fights with other people, but it’s another 
thing when our stuff gets damaged, the place gets damaged, or a | 
person gets hurt. We are responsible for that ultimately too, and ~ 
we have never really had a problem with that yet, but we can’t 
take that risk. This guy swung at me with a skateboard one 
time, he was really drunk, and everyone kept goin’ “He’s 
the nicest guy!”. This was at a Lagwagon show, he puta 
hole in the wall behind me, and | was screaming “You 
motherfucker!” We can get people like that out of the show, 
but | just can’t deal with that anymore. Every time we said 
that in the past, some great show came up and we ended 
up doing it. Finally we just said no, we can’t do it. We still 
try to do it, but we do a mixed show so we get a more mixed crowd. | like 
mixed shows better anyway. 


That’s how I like shows too, there always used to be a mix of different 
types of bands playing, lately they seem to be all the same type of 
bands booked for a show. 

That’s my tastes and your tastes more, but since I’ve been here and since 
I've been doing shows, there has been a real separation in the... | hate to 
Say it... scenes. Punk to me when | was growing up used to include all 
Dischord stuff, all straight-edge stuff, crusty punk... 


It’s still does! 

It does if you are just listening to music, but not if you are going to shows. 
If you go to a straight-edge show or a hardcore show and look around, 
there is a different type of audience. When | first started doing shows ev- 
eryone came. But then it separated into the kids that listened to indie rock, 
the kids who liked hardcore, etc. There were a few people, like John 
Pettybone from Undertow, he used to come to every show we did, whether 
it was Lync, Hush Harbor, straight-edge bands, punk bands or anything. | 
love him for that because that’s what | can relate to, you know | don’t like 
one kind of music and | don’t think anyone should. | am not dissing hardcore 
kids, but | don’t see them that much at other shows. And | don’t see punk 
kids at indie rock shows. It seems like the scenes have separated and 
that’s why shows end up just having one type of music. 


But then they end up only drawing that one type of crowd. 
It’s true. 


And | think it ends up causing more separation and more scene in- 
fighting. 

It's true. | appreciated the idea behind those Unity Showcases down in 
Tacoma, but it never would have been called unity before, because that’s 
just the way it was. When you went to a show you would hear 3 different 
types of bands. 


It seems between your job and the theatre you probably have no free 
time. 

It's hard, because there are so many things | want to do. | was doing 
FUCC (Seattle’s pirate radio station) for a while, | love radio, but | didn’t 
have time for that. | want to do other things, spend more time with my job 
at Sub Pop or whatever. 


What’s it like working at Sub Pop? 
(Laughs) Oh god, that’s an evil question. It’s very interesting actually, I’ve 
learned a lot, and that’s why | am still there ultimately. Because obviously 
you know a lot of stuff has happened in the 2 plus years that I’ve been 
there, it's gone through a lot of changes (like Warner Brothers buying 49% 
of the company). It’s not an easy place to work, but it’s a good place to 
work. | think | just woke up one day and realized that | had a voice and 
people will listen to it if you say stuff, on every level, whether you work in 
the mailroom or if you are an executive, you can say what you want. If you 
are unhappy it’s OK to leave. Initially there was that fear of “How am | 
going to find another job?” that’s not cool, but that people look at as cool. 
Where you can have flexibility over your hours, you can wear what you 
want, you can work with bands that you really like, you can learn stuff, and 
you don’t have to have a degree, people will see that you have these 
talents, so you should help them do this. Like “You run shows, so where 
should we put this band?” and stuff like that. As long as people keep draw- 
ing on your talents and you make an effort to tell people what you want to. 
do, you can learn stuff there and it’s good. (Laughs) But it hasn’t been 
easy, | have had 3 different jobs since I’ve been there. Now | have 
3 jobs (laughs some more), | do international, Die Young Stay 
Pretty, and some A&R. A bit much, | have also worked in the art 
department and was the assistant international person, my boss 
left, so that’s what | do now. 


| | wanted to ask about Die Young Stay Pretty, is this 
your pet project? 

Technically it’s owned by Sub Pop, but it is me and 
this guy Dan, and my boss Jon oversees us. If we see a band we like live, 
we meet with Jon and talk about it. It will hopefully be a way to put out 
records that Sub Pop couldn't do. 


Or wouldn’t? 

Or wouldn’t, that’s true. There is so much stuff | didn’t know about the 
music industry in general | have learned over the past few years. The hard 
part about Sub Pop is it’s a big label, but it’s not a BIG label. It’s not a major 
in the sense that it doesn’t have that clout, that money, those kinds of 
bands, and it’s not really accessible. It’s kind of in the middle, and it has to 
play that game that majors do, whether it’s taking a bunch of radio people 
out to dinner or sending out way more promotional copies then you should, 
which is wasting money. It's weird stuff like that which bug me, so that’s 
where Die Young Stay Pretty came from. We were talking about doing a 
12” of the month club or something so we could put out bands that Sub 
Pop couldn’t do and have it be real simple, like at 50/50 split with bands. 
Taking the bands and having them help with how their record is going to 
be promoted, and there is a lot more freedom there. We can say, this is 
half your money that we are spending here, so what do you want to do? Do 
you want to spend it on tour support or buying a new van? Stuff like that. 
That part | can relate to because of working at the Velvet Elvis. We have 
always worked with bands that work their asses off to go around to play for 
like 5 people or 100 people, so the bands that you see on the label | think 
will be like that. 


The Murder City Devils was the first release, what’s next? 

Yes, well Track Star came out October 21% and they are much different. 
Originally we had talked about keeping it a “rock” label, but it’s hard, there’s 
not a lot of good rock and roll out there that | can find. They definitely have 
some rockin’ parts to their songs, but | think people generalize them as 
“Indie Rock”. There are a couple of other things in the works, there are a 
couple California bands we might work with, and then a compilation. 


Thanks Meg! 
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“Can we get a cheap glass of beer 
on a weekday night at The Croco- 
dile?" | wouldn't be me if | wasn't 
griping about something, but on that 
Wednesday night it was hard to 
come down off that perky cloud | 
bloated on. That's cause | anticipated 
seeing a crop of Texans who were 
stopping in Seattle before continu- 
ing to Bellingham for Garageshock. 
They got off 80 miles shy of their 
goal 'cause the day before beer and 
cigars at the home of Estrus records, 
Crockshock detonated. The best 
lineup was on night one: The Mak- 
ers, The Drags, The Fells and The 
Splash 4. That final entry from the 
lot was my big “turn on” of last year. 
In fact the Splash 4 knocked our 
little ears back with sounds so hard 
that ‘97 was almost like ‘95 when 
Teengenerate knocked me around 
with their garage/punk mess. That 
connection led me to dig deeper into 
this French musical phenomenon and 
| was not surprised to find these ob- 
secure facts. The first being that the 
Splash 4 drummer is a sixties ga- 
rage music fan. The second is that 
bass player in the band has released 


» called The No Talents. 


f 


a comp of modern 
French punk rock 
bands. Third that Lili, 
the best looking mem- 
ber of the group, plays 
a supercharged guitar 
part and writes songs 
in a French punk band 


And finally, that her 
husband, Jack who 
sings in Splash 4, is 
writing a book about old 
school French punk rock. 
Yeah baby, “Kicks In 
Style" is the new Splash , 
4 album on Estrus. It’s | 

got sounds that ring my | ( 
bell hard. Sounds that §& 
stunned me when |! 
tracked those manic 65 
seconds of ‘Stop’ sung in 
French. Then ‘She Was A 
Boy’ and that song comes on like Wire's 
‘78 emotional dirge ‘Lowdown.’ Only now 
the story line revolves around the “fake 
bra, high heels and a wig” line. They screarn 
the title in the chorus, all the while the 
guitar screeches at the whore in question. 
These “Kicks...“ are the sure fired hard 
salami variety. But you really have to come 
back to the guitar and the melodies creat- 
ing the garage/punk sound on this debut 
alburn. Take the song they title ‘Millionaire.’ 
Here you dig a new variation on that pure 
retard rock guitar sound. Ramone fans take 
note of the development and then ponder 
distinct sixties production values. It on my 
Top Ten °97 list. So with all that in mind, | 
shuffle over and spew my beer breath in 
the faces of Jack and Lili, in the few min- 
utes they have for this interview. 


Jack's sings lead, and he's seen my type 
before. He smiles and nods an OK to my 
request when | confess that | dug that 
single they put out on Royal, called 
“Funbangers.” 
That title is sure 
a playful tease 
word. Jack's 
eyes flash as 
he explains, 
“you know, 
when we re- * 
corded that at 
Toe Rag stu- 
dio in London, §— 
we went to a 
corner gro- — 
cery store # % 
and they had &, . 
these, how 
do you call 
them?” Lili 

adds, “Like 

for kids, the | 
balls you 


throw down on the floor 
and they go ‘bang.' 
They're called 
‘Funbangers’ and we 
thought that’s a cool 
word.” Jack smiles, 
"You get all the mean- 
ings that come with the 
word ‘bang’ and the 
phrase sounded just 
right.” 


Does that happen 
with your band's 
name, Splash 4 as 
well? “The name 
comes from a 13th 
Floor Elevators 
§ song.” Jack says, 
. “we thought it 
sounded a bit pop, 
a bit mod. A re- 

minder of the sixties without be- 
ing too sixties. Plus we like the Elevators' 
fucked up sound alot.” 


Funny how Lili’s guitar sounds like the over- 
blown sound the Sonics had. Again I'm re- 
minded of the Stooges, the Squares and 
the Gorgons. What about me comparing 
your band with other bands or asking about 
your influences. “It’s always good,” he says, 
“if people can find the signs of other kinds 
of music, that | really love, in our sound. | 
wouldn't want what we do to only be a 
simulation of all the great rock'n'roll that 
we have been listening to. But that’s cool 
that you say our sound reminds you of the 
Squares and the Sonics. It’s cool to us." 


It’s got that cormponent, but definitely goes 
beyond those influences when it forms into 
what | take notice of, especially if it devel- 
ops the genres you draw from. Besides that 
| think your sound has changed between 
the early 45s | have and the Estrus album 
| just bought and listened to. “Yes it has,” 
Jack says. Lili adds, “the album is 
a year after the singles, we started 
the band in late ‘94 and we made 
our first recordings in August of 
*95." 


Why do you record in London, at 
Toe Rag? Jack responds, “Toe Rag 
has got some special equipment, like 
echo chambers and lots of compres- 
sion, and it’s has the sound that we 
really like. And Liam, the engineer is 
a friend and is really easy to work 
with. So if | tell him | want the sound 
| of the quitar to be really compressed 
like on sorne Joe Meek record, he 
| knows what we mean, he didn't learn 
| that in school!” | have to laugh cause 
| dig Toe Rag as well as Joe Meek. 


called “I Can See But You Don't Know.” 
and he says, “that's an Equals song. We 
also cover Technicolor, the Gears and the 
Esquires. Do you know the Esquires? They 


were a sixties band in California, they. wrote 


‘Flashing Red Light’ and then they became 
the Police, that was the name of their ‘beat’ 
band.” Jack mentions all that when | won- 
der if the Police they cover on the album 
isn’t Stings band. 


Lili's in another band called the No Talents 
and that sounds punk. So | ask how the 


No Talents formed. She says, “we started 
year after the Splash 4. The No 


a half a year aft asn 
Talents is a band | do with our | 


from Wild Wild records. We formed the 
No Talents to learn to play two songs for 
our National Day. We played at.a party for 


that and we made an album after that per- 
formance.” The label Broken Rekids, here 
in the states has released the No Talents 
record. The cover photo on my import copy 
of the album looks better. She agrees, 
“there are three pressings out already. The 
first pressing was red glitter vinyl, the sec- 
ond was green glitter and even at that point 
the cover photo was looking sloppy.” By 
the way gang, Lili plays guitar and writes 
the songs in both bands. 


The question of alburn cover art brings me 
to ask where the “Kicks In Style” album 
cover came from. The front looks like a 
puzzle with pictures of 
the band ripped 
into pieces and 
playfully arranged 
around a core of 
background color. 
Jack fills me in on 
the production de- 
tails, “Actually, the 
idea comes from a 
flyer for a gig we did 
in Paris. | made the 
flyer with cuttings 
from an old book on 
French prostitutes | 
from back in the Lie 
twenties and thirties. 
The only thing that Art 
Chantry (credited with 
cover design) did was 
he put on some Splash 4 photos instead 
of the prostitutes photos. And on the back 
he put some color splashes using exactly 
the same layout. So it's the same basic 
layout that we did.” Yeah, but it’s an at- 
tractive package. “Most punk bands now 
are using cheap Xerox effects with color 
jobs," Jack says, “and we wanted and LP 
cover that would be striking with loads of 
colors. It also fits in with our ‘kicks in style’ 
concept. | ask where the title comes fromm 
and Jack reveals, “the title comes from a 
Users song. They were an English punk 
band in ‘78. It's a hint at what we like to 


he Batash tx 


“. 
Vie 
era 


recognize. We listen to UK punk and lots 
of punk from our country. We cover 
Technicolor and we sing three songs in 
French on the alburn. We like not to be like 


every international garage/punk band. We 


want to be recognized as French, with our 
French background.” 


Jack tells me that the band gets a better 
reception outside Paris where they live, “In 
Paris we get 60 or 70 people. Outside Paris 
we get a better reaction. In the USA we've 
gotten nice reviews for what we do.” On 
my question of can you make more money 
inside or outside France he adds, “We 
played in Germany and made money, but 
we don’t make a lot of money playing this 
music. It's our commitment. Music is our 
passion. It’s our only thing. And it gets to 
the point where you want to create your 
own sound.” | remark that what they are 
doing is getting noticed and is that how 
they got the record to come out on Es- 
trus? Jack says yeah, but adds, “he (Crider} 
heard our first single and approached us 
to do a single for his label. At that point 
we already had four singles out and we 
wanted to record an album. So he asked 
for a tape of what we had recorded and 
after that the album came out and he was 
happy with it.” 


Most of the band are frorn Paris, 
but Lili is from Switzerland, Jack 
lets me know, “Lili is my wife, 
she moved to Paris three 
years ago, but we've been 
together for eleven years, | 
saw her buy her first gui- 
tar." 


Lili is gives Jack the “take 
off” sign, and it's time to 
s go. But | have one more. 
¥ question and come back ' 
to band influences. | men- 1 HB 
tion an underappreciated 
French rock'n'roll musi- 
cian named Little Bob. 
Story. Jack smiles and 
nods an acknowledg- 
ment. But | get the feel- 
ing he ain't into pub 
rock much, but what 
about the Strychnine’s, that’s an- 
other French band the Splash 4 
cover on the album. He says, “they 
made a bunch of singles, two al- 
burns and just disappeared. It's 
funny, cause now I've seen lots of 
people getting interested in that 
band and asking us where to find 
the alburns, but even in France | 
they are like a long forgotten | 5 
band. The singer for that band 
now chops trees out in the 
woods.” Jack laughs. | shake his 1 E3 
hand and wish them luck. 
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WITH MELS 


| thought I’d spend time talk- 
_ing about my favorite subject- sex. 
Well, not so much about the technical 
aspects but more about one of the al- 
i ternative lifestyles surrounding sex, 
'relationships, and sexual freedom. 
! Yes folks, I’m talking about swinging. 
efs Being that | am no expert on the sub- 
[i ject, | wanted to find out more. It 
_onnectian! ' seemed harmless enough. The mate- 
; ; 2.5 ' rial | read on swinging said it was a 
way Of life, a choice between two people that loved each other and wanted 
to share their sex life with others. Then | read about the group sex and the 
“fun” that was to be had in such an environment. | was curious as all hell to 
find out what went on at these “swingers” parties, so | went to a couple. 
My first experience was quite positive in certain ways. | went 
with my roommate. We find out about the place through the Internet and 
decide to check it out. It is being held at a hotel and we are told that men 
cannot get in without the accompaniment of a female, BUT females can 
get in without a boy. Then they tell us that the fee is forty bucks! | couldn’t 
believe it. Forty bones per couple. We were curious enough to pay. We go 
in and | can’t believe the age difference. The people there were much 
older than us. The younger couples were in their thirties and many were in 
their forties and fifties. They had poles for the women to dance and get 
nasty on, which was already happening when we got there. They had fin- 
= : 4 ger foods and a bar, where you had to pay for 
the alcohol. What a rip-off. But | was still in- 
| trigued. People were getting pretty nasty on 


"It's tne 
m pk 
ack sw 


i booth. Someone would go in the booth which 
: was a big box with holes. The holes were cov- 


fi It seemed pretty exciting. Well, let me tell you, 
4 someone went in there and gota little oral plea- 
fai sure from one of the gropers! The guy inside 

Hf was in his late 20’s and the groper was a 50 

A : year old woman! yikes! It seems that neither of 
them had any  Goniplaints! ha! That night was fun. It seemed like we had 
discovered a good thing and we were just getting our feet wet. 

Then a couple of weeks later, we decide to go to a place called 
Freedom Acres. This place is described by many as the MOTHER of 
swinger’s facilities. It has a 20 person jacuzzi, a dance floor, a bar (which 
was a BYOB type deal), and a huge-ass sex area. Let me describe this 
sex area to you. It looks like an ant farm of sorts. There are cubby holes all 
over the place with mattresses inside. Then there are three or four large 
group sex areas that look like baby play pens, these have like four mat- 
tresses each. Men aren’t allowed in the sex area without a female. 

Again, the age difference seemed substantial to me. Not to men- 
tion that | didn’t seem to have anything in common with most of the people 
there, so, | felt sorta uncomfortable. We drove a long way to get there so | 
wanted to make the most of it. It seems that most of the women are with 
older not very appealing (to me) men. We end up going into the jacuzzi, 
just to get harassed by this older black man. When | got out of the water, 
he was fucking his woman (a blond, kinda young looking girl) and looking 
at me in the process. | was kind of disgusted by him and left. We went into 
the sex area to check out the action, and the black guy seemed to be 
following me around. | left Freedom Acres with a sketchy feeling. 

| guess the thing that is important when doing this kind of thing is 
realizing that the people who participate are being really open minded 
when it comes to everything that is personal to them. It seems that boys 
don’t give a fuck about having something in common or actually liking the 
person they are going to engage in some sexual act with. | care. | want to 


get to know the person. | thought swinging was about developing a rela- 
tionship with another couple. More than sex. | just couldn’t fuck Joe Blow 
because the male | was with wanted to fuck the girl that was with Joe 
Blow. And I’m more than certain that lots of that shit goes on. Much can go 
wrong under such premises. What if you get jealous? Jealousy is always a 
factor no matter how much people deny it. 

My ideal situation would be to be friends with a couple, get to 
know them. To be able to share interests and ideas is important to me. | 
want to like the people and | want to be attracted to them. It seems that 
people in these swinger’s clubs settle for what they can get because the 
pickings are pretty fucking slim. | don’t think that these clubs are for me in 
the sense of finding someone | would really and sincerely want to have a 
sexual encounter with. 

A couple of months back, | was Bets 
surfing the web and came across an ad for & 
a swingers’ party up in San Jose. The ad v. om 
was appealing because they were advertis- se — 
ing to non-yuppies. The ad said something » 
about, “Tired of paying up the wazoo to get * 
in? Tired of the dress code?”, which | could | 
relate to in lots of ways. | don’t want to pay er 
50 bucks to get into some party and | don’t | yi 
particularly care for men who wear suits to < | ig 
party. Well, the ad was for bikers! A bike! \ 
swingers’ party at someone’s house. Tha bE 
would have been awesome to check out. Bu * Wy)" Ore 
at the time | couldn't. i i: an Nie VS ee 

One more thing about the age dif a? | an is H, et, 
ference. It seems that people in their fortie. Wet” ~ ENE 
and fifties realize that their are alternativ VA & » WAS: 
lifestyles out there and aren’t afraid to exper heard ag 
ment. They seemed to be enlightened in a way that | don’t understand. 
Maybe the hippies did have it right. Afterall, the bohemians are in their 
forties and fifties and they seem to be having all the fun! | think it’s time for 
a punk-rock swingers connection. Maybe | will start one on my web page. 
If you are interested, e-mail me! I'll put a swingers’ classifieds up for punks. 
It'd be nice to have a crowd that | felt comfortable in. 
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For about 6 or so months in 
1996, I lived once again in the 
Capital of these States that we 
called United. One of the very 
few reasons I found for enjoy- 
ing this city was The Suspects. 
They play street punk and do it 
with a ferocity that is sure to 
make even the most tepid soul 
angry. The following are a 
bunch of questions I tossed at 
‘em via the Internet recently. 
Interview by Art the Old Man 


10 Things: Greetings gentleman! 
Please introduce yourselves to the 
unwashed masses, starting with name 
and ending with function in the band. 
Kent: My name is Kent, I play drums 
Chris: Chris and I play bass. 

Scott: Scott and I’m on gee-tar. 


10 Things: How long have you all been 
together? 

Kent: 4 1/2 years. 

Scott: I’ve been in the band for three. 


10 Things: What brought you together 
to begin with? 

Kent: The love of punk rock. 

Scott: Boredom... utter boredom. 

Chris: It’s a long story but the short of it 
was just to play punk rock covers and then 
we said fuck that, we are doing our own 
songs. 

Brian: I knew Chris before and he asked 
me to sing for the band. 


pects 
The Suspee 


10 Things: 
To the best 
of my 
mental 
ability, 
which ranks 
at the lower 
end of 
things, The 
Suspects 
have two 
CD’s,a7", 
a new split 
and 
numerous 


comps. Am I missing something? 

Kent: No. Something new should be out by 
the new year 1998. 

Scott: Correct. Oh, plus the album we did 
with Kool and the Gang. 

Chris: Yea, I wrote that song “No Parking 
on the Dance Floor.” I think I’m going to 
change the lyrics to “No fighting baby, no 
fighting on the dance floor” due to some 
recent events in DC. 


10 Things: All of the solo stuff has 
come out on Torque Records, are you 
all involved with that label? 

Kent: I’m not applicable. 

Brian: No, Chris pretty much handles that 
stuff. 
Scott: Yes, toa ~ 
certain extent. Chris 
pretty much does all 
the work however. 
Chris: I am totally 
involved but that is 
because me and my 
friend Brendan 
basically started it. 


10 Things: Since 
you are very close 
to the label, does it 
ever cause any 
issues that you 
might not encoun- 
ter with another 
label? 

Kent: A large label ssi 

would have more control over the band. 
Scott: Um... 

Brian: I don’t know. 

Chris: I’m not quite sure what you mean 
by that question but if you are getting at 
signing with another label I believe we are 
all pretty much committed to supporting 
what the band helped fuel. 


10 Things: What are the benefits of 
being on a label that you are so close 
to? 

Scott: Control. The downside is listening to 
Chris bitch about how much work he has 
to do. 

Chris: We pretty much make the calls. 


10 Things: Who writes music for the 
band? 

Kent: All of us. 

Scott: All of us write the songs. 


10 Things: What are the inspirations 
that lead to your lyrics? In other 
words, what are you guys so pissed 
off about? 

Scott: The price of cigarettes. 


Kent: I try to write about positive things. 
Chris: I basically go through my day 
hating my fucking job and every little 
goddamn hindrance that gets in my way. 
Things piss me off and I just write about 
‘em to get it out of my system. I’m about 
to write a song on wage equality. At my 
job we have this black guy who just got a 
promotion and who has been working here 
for three years and we just hired some 
new girl to take his old position and they 
just started her at his same current salary. 
Could that be construed as racism in the 
work place or what? I don’t think it is 
intentional but man would the EEOC have 
field day with that! That’s precisely the 
type of shit that pisses me off. 

Brian: I hate everything. 
Writing about it helps me 
keep my cool. 


10 Things: How many 
of you are married? 
Kent: One 

Scott: Kent is. 

Chris: Brian might as 
well be. 


10 Things: How does 
that impact the band 
in any way? 

Scott: Limited touring. 
Kent: Being in a punk 
band doesn’t pay the 
bills. 


10 Things: Is your spouse into the 
punk scene at all? 

Kent: Yes me and my wife are one. 
Chris: What? Kent your spouse has been 
to like one show. And she doesn’t even 
like our band! 

Brian: HA HA HA... 


10 Things: As big as you guys are in 
DC, you really haven’t toured much to 
other parts of the country, why is 
that? 

Kent: I have to work. 

Brian: We would like to but it is kind of 
hard when we all rely on our jobs 

to pay our rent and mortgage. 

Chris: Well, we have been up and down 
the East Coast and out to Chicago. We are 
going to California this October and 
possibly Germany next year. I would say 
we don’t do a consistent form of touring. 
We go where we want. It’s not like we are 
trying to make it big. We are trying to 
have as much fun as we can with out 
jeopardizing what it takes us to support 
our families. 

Scott: Day jobs, families, etc. Although I 
would like to do a small 2-3 week US tour 


or maybe two or 3 
weeks in Europe. 


10 Things: 
Out of the 
places you 
have 
managed to 
get to, where are 
your favorite places to | 
play? 
Brian: Boston! 

Scott: New York, Boston 
is always fun, North Carolina 
is usually fun for some reason. 


10 Things: Being one that likes 
to spawn jealousy everywhere I 
step, who are your favorite 
current bands? 

Kent: The Business, Dropkick 
Murphys, The Goons, Bomb Squad- 
ron, Restraint, Time Bomb 77. 
Brian: Dropkick Murphys and Chris’s 
other band Lickity Split. 

Scott: Showcase Showdown for their 
humor. Violent Society for their 
drinking ability, New Bomb Turks, 
Cold Cold Hearts. 

Chris: I love ‘em all! 


10 Things: What are the most 
positive things you can say about 
DC? 

Scott: Where else can you get busted 
smoking crack with a prostitute and 
still get re-elected? 
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_ the cops look twice at you. Plus there is a 


“$till trying to figure us out after 18 


Kent: It’s home. The fishing is great! 
Chris: Um, you can drive drunk out of your 
skull, naked and in reverse without having 


Scott: Yea, I work for the CIA. Playing ina 
punk band is the perfect cover. And I used 
to get drunk with George Bush. We would 
go out to Camp David with the Secret 
Service and get drunk and watch porno 
flicks. Man, can those guys bash! 


great scene heré,..._ |. 


Brian. Nothing. yy gine fee : 
j Zoe 
10 Things: Kent, yot-were in a band 


called Sc 
* not? 
Kent: Yes. 


10 Things: Were you thé original 
drummer? ia eed 
Kent: Yes. 


10 Things: Is there something else 
you guys would like to say to the fine 
\ folks in Seattle? 

3 Kent: Hi and Bye. 

Scott: Yeah, I would love to go to Seattle 
and play with the Super Suckers, drink 
your robust coffee and vomit from atop 
the space needle. 


10 Things: Why did you leave them? 
Kent: No comment. 


10 Things: I heard you did some 
recording with the Foo Fighters, how 
did that go? 

Kent: I recorded one song with David 
Grohl. The recording was great. What he is 
going to do with the song, I don’t know. 


10 Things: Tell us a little bit about 
yourselves outside of the band. Do you 
work for the CIA? Drink with any 
presidents? Go to shows with Ian? 
Smoke crack with Mayor Barry? 
Kent: I work for a used furniture store. I 
love to fish and fuck. 

Chris. I play in another band and do the 
record label. I also like to hang out with 
my friends in the DC scene. 

Brian: I drink. 


Write the Suspects c/o: Torque 
Records, P® Box 229%, Arlington 
VA 22210-0229 
Check them out on the Web at: 
http://www.clark.net/pub/spect3/suspects 


ZEN GUERRILLA / Positronic Raygun. 
The shape of cool to.come:fakes center. stage* 
with their T2song A.T. full length debut, Punk . 
rock blues from the psych “oa 


TRIBE 8 / Role Models For. Amerib 
Amerika’s faverite daughters of the. gender 
revolution return. with-their. third full-length : 
album. 17 new songs to éxcite'and incite. 
VIRUS 232. LP:'$9.00 / CD: $12.00, a 


years? Why not check out this 23 track, 
70°minute budget priced sampler fea- 
turing previously released material from 
our current label catalog.Oné track 
apiece from: 

BUZZKILL, DEAD AND-GONE, LOGICAL 
NONSENSE FACEPULLER, THE FIXTURES, < 
DEAD-KENNEDYS, DICKS, MUMIA ABU- 
JAMAL (spoken word), ZEN GUERRILLA; 
PACHINKO, HISSANOL, TRIBE 8, THRALL, 4-495 Se £5 
NOMEANSNO, HALE JAPANESE LARD, jase 
ULTRA BIDE, JUDI BARI (spoken word), 
THE CRUCIFUCKS, LIFE AFTER LIFE, 
WESLEY WILLIS; MAN’ IS THE BASTARD, 
and PELIGRO. 


NOMEANSNO / Would. We 

Four songs previously. only available-on-ex-° 
clusive Japanese and Dutch releases. Great 
songs finally made available everywhere... 
VIRUS 202: 12" EP::S7.00 / CD EP: $9.00 °° * 


HISSANOL / The Making Of Him 
Canadian musical. experimentalists Andy Kerr 
(ex-NoMeansNo} and Scoft Henderson 
(Shovelhed) with their second full length. 
VIRUS 209 BUDGET PRICED SAMPLER CD: $7.00 VIRUS 210. LP. $9:00 / CO: $12.00 


ALTERNATIVE TENTACLES RECORDS PO. Box'449092, San Francisco, 4 941 4]-9092 ‘USA. 
oe A stamp gets you'd complete catalog, $#:00 non-US. Distributed hy Mordam Records. 


Web Site: www.dlternativetentacles.com * 


HOT STOVE JIMMY Salute CD (Jump 
Up! Ska) 
You can tell by the packaging that Hot 
Stove Jimmy are a skapunk band. A 
pretty average one at that. The vocals 
remind me of a younger Jesse of Oplvy 
fame. Like alot of skapunk bands |’ve 
heard, Hot Stove Jimmy would be bet- 
ter if they toned down the punk and 
played up the ska parts in their songs. 
It’s no coincidence that the best songs 
on this CD (School clothes and Utah) 
are straight ahead ska songs. There is 
also an entertaining old Schlitz.com- 
mercial, a techno mixed with punk 
song called Sam’s Satan Disco which 
is cool, and covers of My Girl and 
Sweet Caroline that show this band 
has some range. | could really get into 
these guys if they abandoned the 
skapunk sound. 


THE SLACKERS Redlight CD 
(Hellcat Records) 
Hellcat Recs have impressed me 


arth 
with their releases and this is no 
exception. This has been getting alot 


PAWN 
of spin time on my CD player since 


| got it. It’s that good kiddies. What you have here is ska on the traditional side 
with dashes of R&B and Latin rythyms thrown in for good measure. Evidently 
these guys dig Sir Tommy McCook of the Skatalites. Cooking For Tommy is a 
tribute to the tenor saxophonist king. The Slackers’ horn section is good, but 
they proved just how fine McCook is by doing a medley of McCook rythyms that 
pale in comparison to the master. If you like your ska traditional and dance-able, 
you will get wet from this CD. 


INSPECTER 7 The Infamous’CD (Radical Records) 

One thing that surprised me about this CD was the amount of.instrumentals and 
focus on instrumentation i in all the songs. You just don’t get that with many mod- 
ern ska bands. The only Inspector 7 song I’ve heard before was Sharky 17 so | 
really didn’t know what | was in for. I’m certainly pleasantly surprised. Fast, tradi- 
tional sounding ska with skinhead proud and anti- racist lyrics. “Sleeping With 


Se & 
‘W 


al 


ae 


boards and horn section works very ‘Well. I’m ooking forward to hearing future 
releases. 


TELEGRAPH The Skolars Collected: 93 -96 CD (Jump Up! Ska) 

This is a reissue of previously released material (and far too much filler) when 
Telegraph was known as The Skolars. It seems to me that reissuing old material 
under the new name is a waste. But'l.suppose they want people to know who 
Telegraph is/was, but why bother changing.their name? Anyway, I’ve heard some 
of their stuff 6n comps before and liked what t-heard. This is no exception. Tele- 
graph/The Skolars lean more towards skapunk**but unlike others in that genre, 
their music is fun‘AND well played with plenty of energy to boot. | could have 
done without the filler in the second half of the CD though. The prank phone calls 
got old after about a couple of minutes. If you have their full length from ’96 then 
'd skip this, but if you like skapunk and haven't heard Telegraph/The Skolars 
before, this is worthwhile. 


THE ADJUSTERS The Politics Of Style CD (Jump Up! Ska) 

I’ve never heard of The Adjusters till | got this for review. That's definitely my loss 
because this is:one fine finé CD boys and girls. The Adjusters sound as if they 
were the bastard ‘offspring of your favourite motown artists and Jamaican ska- 
sters. They call their style “crucial rhythm and Blues” but | call it just plain damn 
fine stuff. These Mods grew up listening to ska, reggae and soul but | think 
motown has influenced them more then anything. The Politics of Style, their 
debut full- -length, proves that the personal IS the’political. | can almost picture 
Mods at a scooter rally when | listen to Theme From Politics Of Style. You know. 
it’s a good release when this white boy gets his groove thang on while listening 
to a CD. If you’ re into ska,.soul, r&b, oranything groovy | suggéstfinding this 
release. 


STUBBORN ALL-STARS Back With A New Batch CD (Triple Crown Records) 
Comprised of members of The Slackers and Skinnerbox, Stubborn All-Stars are 
ska’s answer to the rock super group. Despite being excited about reviewing this 
little nugget, Back With A New Batch took me a few listens to get into. Although 
none of these songs hold up to their track (Open Season) on the Give Em The 
Boot comp that came out earlier this year, this is still a solid CD. The recipe of 
equal parts ska and reggae and a hint of rocksteady with handful of soulful vo- 
cals is very tasty. If you’re a fan of either the Slackers or Skinnerbox, New Batch 


| really didn’t like the CD when | first listened to it. Now that I’ve listened to it 
some more it’s not *that* bad. l’m-still disappointed though. The thing that | like 
about this band is the horn section, When Mephiskapheles stays away from 
skacore/skapunk they are at their best, The horn section really gets a chance to 
shine. Let this be a lesson to all skapunk/core bands. One thing’ noticed that is 
different from other Mephiskapheles stuff I’ve heard before is the influx of swing 
and lounginess into their sound. Hopefully this isthe direction they’re headed. 
It's much more palatable then their skacore-style. 


V/A Everything Off-Beat CD (Jump Up! Ska) © 

Everything OffeBeat is the name of a long runnlfig’ fadio sitw i in Chicago which 
this CD is named after. The CD is a benefit to keép said ska radio show on the air 
andvall the bands on. this comp. are from the Chicago area. There are several 
bands that make this comp. interesting; Hot Stove Jimmy..and Skagina play 
skapunk that is fun to listen to and not overly typical of this genre» The Tardies 
use some really cool keyboard work in their'song “Mortal Skambat” which could 
have been-extended. Skali Baba & The 40oz horns.are-more of a swingska band 
and an interesting one at that. The Space Heaters “The Girl Next Door’ reminds 
-me of a lounge band that likes ska? The recording of this CD could have been 
alot better, and like with any comp., there area plethora of boring bands. But if 
you live in the Chicago’area and listen to this.show regularly you should pick this 
up.and support your scene. 


THE PARKA KINGS !Bienvenidos! CD (Jump ie 

Congrats to the Parka Kings for playing in a style that can’t really. be labeled. | 
mean, there is some elements of skapunk and dub here, but it also sounds like 
a basic rock'n'roll band (minus stupid cock-rock lyrics) with horns. Whatever, 
their formula is a good one. You can tell they’re having fun, and this makes the 
music fun to listen to. The singer reminds me of the singer.in the Planet Smash- 
ers with his happy vocal style. There are a couple of songs that really stand out 
on !Bienvenidos!. Midnight Sails sounds as if the Pogues were a ska band. 
Dubnapped is a pleasant dub version of their song Kidnapped. Although I'd tend 
to say they both are pretty much dub songs. Overall | like this CD quite alot. 
Basic ska that is fun to listen to, a nice diversion on a boring day. 


Various Artists- DANCIN’ MOOD CD (Triple Crown Records) 

I’m not sure why labels put out compilations of previously recorded music by 
bands that still exist. But that’s what:you-have.here. Or at least 3 songs are and 
I'm:sure-others are too. Having said that, this is a good primer for the bands that 
are on it. Bands such as: the Insteps, Skinnerbox, Stubborn All-Stars, the Slack- 
ers, Mephiskapheles, Inspector 7, Dave Hillyard and the Rocksteady 7, B-3’s, 
Stable Boys, and Ruder Than You appear on this ska comp. of eastern US 
bands. Inspector 7’s track “Sleeping With The Enemy” and “| Got To Know” by 
the Stable Boys really had me groovin. |'d pick this up if you haven’t heard any- 


thing by any ‘of these bands, otherwise I'd leave it on the Shelf. 
- SAM THE BUTCHER No Time rT (Far Out Records) 


Pretty standard punk/skacore that *I* have No Time for. It seems they are trying 
to be political or something with their lyrics, but they come off as being pretty 
lame. No horn section so there isn’t a pleasant diversion from what is decent, but 
not interesting, punk. No Time, the song, actually makes for a pretty good hardcore 
song. Sam The Butcher seems to be a punk/hc band that decided to add some 
ska guitar stylings ala Oplvy. Umm... if yore a oe be nice and buy this, 
otherwise... 


Various Artists- BANG! Original Movie Soundtrack CD (Moon Records) 
I’ve never heard of the movie Bang! but | take it this is the soundtrack. New York 
Ska Jazz Ensemble, the Slackers, the Skunks, the Toasters, Los Pies Negros, 
Let’s Go Bowling, Isaac Green & the Skalars, and Skavoovie & the Epitones are 
just some of the bands on this “all ska” CD. Most of the second half of the CD are 
bonus tracks in the ska-dub style. Unfortunately they-bored me. But the first half 
of the CD has plenty of good ska(ish) tunes. Dr. Sauce plays a nice cowboy ska 
tune called Barret Yall’s Ride. Following that is the best Toaster song |’ve ever 
heard called Brixton: Beat. OK that may not be saying much since | haven’t heard 
much by the Toasters and what! have | didn’t like. Anyway, my fav song on this 
CD is by Los Pies Negros called Pesadilla. Really fun upbeat sounding ska.sung 
in Spanish. I’m glad | got this for review just for the Pesadilla song alone: As far 
as comps and soundtracks go, you could do alot worse. Now | want to see the 
movie. 


MUSTARD PLUG Evildoers:’ Beware! CD (Hopeless 5 Records) 

Pll start off by saying I’ve never been a fan of Mustard Plug and Evildoers Be- 
ware! did nothing to change my opinion. Mustard Plug plays ska in a very 
skaCORE-ish way not unlike early Mighty Mighty Bosstones. Only less interest- 
ing and less fun. The one thing they have going for them is their seemingly never 
ending supply of energy. | just can’t get into this stuff. Not particularly interesting 
ska played over top of (but usually drowned out by) weak punk/hc. If you’re 
already a fan, this is as good as they get, if not, pick up some nice traditional ska. 


SKA REVIEWS 


A Punk Kid Walks into a Bar #9- $1, POB 254, Rye NY 
10580 

George Carlin seems to be a major influence in Barclay’s 
writing. In nearly every paragraph (or possibly sentence), he 
(Barclay, not Carlin) feels the need to point out nuances and 
mixed meanings in the words and phrases he uses in his 
own writing. | will admit here that I’m starting to like his sto- 
ries. In this issue he writes about attending a prom, having 
oral surgery, and seeing a few films. Some other random 
stuff is also present. Definitely entertaining for a dollar. -lee 


Age of Ideas #1- $2, 8043 Deschutes Ct., Olympia WA 
98501 

This is how, in my head, zines should be done. Take notes. 
It doesn’t contain a lot of the regular bullshit that we find in 
most terrible zines, no ads about what is out now on Epitaph 
records, this zine is has a lot of short stories (25) or so. They 
are pretty intriguing, and well written, and range from topics 
like prison to boiling frogs to punk rock. Are you in the mood 
for a good read, maybe for the bathroom while your on the 
crapper? Look here and give this kid your bucks. A well writ- 
ten compilation of short stories without the crap. -Nick B- 
ham 


Agree to Disagree #4- $2, POB 56057, 1st Ave, Vancouver 
BC, V5L 5E2 Canada 

Despite the standard zine format (letters, columns, a scene 
report from a non-US country, a few “serious” articles, inter- 
views, zine & music reviews, and classified ads), everything 
comes across completely fresh and sincere. Agree to Dis- 
agree is a really great zine, includes interviews with Anti- 
Flag and UK Subs, and a bunch of well-written (and politi- 
cally-oriented) goodies. -lee 


All Liquored Up... #1- $1, 104 Union St., Nelson BC, V1L 
4A2 Canada 

As the title suggests, this is all about drinking. The cool thing 
is there is lots of DIY info, like how to brew your own beer 
and wine and make your own liquors from hard alcohol. This 
also includes info on the different liquor glasses, liquor sizes, 
drinking games, a few drinking stories, and recipes for loads 
of drinks. This is a great idea and turned out good. —dan 


Amusing Yourself To Death #8- $2, POB 91934, Santa 
Barbara CA 93190-1934 

AYTD is the monthly zine that only reviews zines, it’s like a 
smaller and more up to date version of Factsheet 5 or Zine 
World. Each issue is packed with loads of in depth reviews, 
recommendations, and zine news. If you want to keep up to 
date on what is happening in the zine world or just find out 
about some new zines you can order, this is the place to 
start. -dan 


And All Else Be Damned #2- 50 cents, POB 1112, 
Tracyton WA 98393 

This zine is put out by a collective who also run a mail-order 
distro. A.A.E.B.D. is filled with articles on politics that actu- 
ally have some thought put in them (a nice change), articles 
on Animal Rights, and articles on cops. It's got good inter- 
views with the Stratford Mercenaries and Christdriver, and 
instructions on how to make an awesome potato gun! They 
review Punk Fiesta and have a few cool pictures. They also 
have a really good and insightful article on kids in Bremerton 
and the scene there. An all around good zine that is political 
without going overboard. -Jamie 


Annzine #8- $1 Ann McNally, Xavier Hall #409, 1110 East 
Spring, Seattle WA 98122 

If you haven't already, send Ann $ for her new zine. It’s defi- 
nitely worth it. Then you can read about her stories from lead- 
ing a girl scout canoeing camp, her clever jokes and insights, 
and her unique music reviews. Ann’s individuality and en- 
thusiasm shows through her writing very well and always 
makes this a good read. -Christine P 


Antipathy #2- $2, POB 11703, Eugene OR 97440 

Mike is what | think of when | think of someone who is 
hardcore to their soul. A committed activist, an avid traveler, 
and lover of all types of punk, who wonderfully shakes off 
the apathy that plagues a lot of people in our little commu- 
nity. This issue is huge, worth way more than the cover price. 
In it Mike explores a lot of ideas (punk, guns, sex, and much 
more), tells of his travels in Costa Rica, writes of his love of 
trains, some environmental projects, and more. It really works 
well when he drops some of the politics and opens up with 
his personal feelings, which come across as not only infor- 
mative and insightful, but also as really entertaining to read 
and relate to. —-dan 


Attention Deficit Disorder #3- $1.50, 7309 N. Huntley Ave, 
Tampa FI 33604 addzine@gte.net 


funny and puts out a great zine, with (for a change) interest- 
ing articles as well as columns!!!! In this issue, ADD inter- 
views Anti-Flag, Everready (| love those guys!), Descendants, 
Unsane, Ten Foot Pole, Cards in Spokes, Screw 82, Link 80 
and | Hate Myself. The articles range from why cops suck 
and the final installment of how to brew your own beer, to a 
putting on your first show experience and a fiction piece on a 
guy’s asshole talking to him. Good comics, great record re- 
views and really great writing. It's hard to believe that this is 
only the third issue!! -Tori 


Azmacourt #1- $2/trade/free to asthmatics, $3 for taped 
copy/free to the blind, POB 890535, OKC OK 73189 

This is an asthmatic’s zine, with lots of discussion and com- 
miseration for people who suffer from asthma, like one of the 
authors. This isn’t a ‘punk rock’ zine, but rather is more liter- 
ary and idea oriented. There are pieces on female mastur- 
bation, samples of really good bad poetry, a weird little play 
scene about gender roles, zine reviews, and a good piece 
on aspirations to join the talk show circuit. -Christine P 


Bad Stain #3- $2, POB 6869, Glendale AZ 85312 

Man this zine looks awesome. You can tell they had some 
time and money to put into this one. Interviews with Swing- 
ing Utters (8 pgs!) J Church, and Screeching Weasel. All the 
interviews are really good although a little long. A funny ar- 
ticle on why you should hate Bill Clinton and a bunch of zine 
and record reviews. | only have two complaints, 1. | would 
like some more small bands covered here and 2. Everybody 
who reviewed any record with a female singer said they didn't 
like female or “chick” singers. I’m gonna send these guys a 
Death Wish Kids tape and get this matter straightened out.- 
Jed 


Big Deal Loser #5- $1.50, 33 Emerald St., Ronkonkoma 
NY 11779-2772 

Joey's various reminiscences get tiring after awhile, ok? 
Maybe | was just a bit grumpy when | tried reading through 
all these short essays, which are part memory recollection 
and part rant. Legos, preschool summer camp, pizza in Bos- 
ton, winters on Long Island - you get the idea. However, this 
material works extremely well as a web site, so hop on over 
there if you can (http://members.tripod.com/~velveeta) and 
enjoy her writing in a more organized format. -lee 


Boar Dome Megazine #10- 2 stamps, POB 5423, Playa 
Del Rey CA 90296 

Supposedly this zine distributes 15,000 copies each issue 
(geez Dan get with it). Anyway, this is some pretty well put 
together shit. Interviews with Anti-Flag and a lost interview 
with the rap group Pharcyde. The best part of this zine was 
the report on the Warped tour. Two of the writers went to the 
show and asked fake questions to some of the bands. The 
best was Reel Big Fish when they asked them “So what kinda 
drugs are, you guys getting on this tour?” and “So exactly 
when did you guys decide to change your clothing style and 
become cool?” They review records, shows, and zines all in 
the same section, so it can get confusing. Not bad at all, plus 
it's free if you can find it.-Jed 


Building Adam! #4- 50 cents, Box #6, Ontario Bible Col- 
lege, 25 Ballyconner Crt., North York ON M2M 4B3 
Canada 

“Straight Edge, the ultimate rebellion” they say. Yeah, Chris- 
tians making a personal choice not to drink is sure rebel- 
lious. Other fun topics include the evils of lust in Calvin Klein 
ads, anti-pornography (“sex is something beautiful between 


a husband and wife”), and a few interviews and reviews of 
bands | have never heard of. | was rolling on the floor laugh- 
ing, these kids write about Christianity with the utmost sin- 
cerity, their naivete is pure comic genious. | couldn't even 
attempt to make fun of religion as well as these kids do, the 
best part about it is | think they are serious! -dan 


Censor This #8- $4, POB 4312, Sunland CA 91041-4312 
A Los Angeles zine with record reviews, columns, some re- 
ally disgusting pictures of diseased, tortured, and overweight 
people, and interviews with DeDe Troit of U.X.A., No De- 
vice, At the Drive In, The Padded Cell, and Shane Williams 
of the Temple of Set. The gnarly pictures of rotting body parts, 
large blistery sores, and droopy waste level boobs earn this 
nifty zine a F for fuck yeah. —Scott M 


Chicken Is Good Food #3-$2, POB 642634, San Francisco 
CA, 94164-2634 http://www.chickenisgoodfood.com 

Being the geek that | am, | checked out their website before 
| actually read the zine. | don’t remember whether they had 
the URL in the previous issue or not, but | was somewhat 
disappointed by what | saw. | hope that that is just the begin- 
ning of what they plan on doing with the site. Be that as it 
may, and since this is not an on-line zine review, | took a look 
at the actual paper copy. This particular issue is now full-size 
and in newsprint—a, much more professional look than the 
last issue. Mostly the same format as before along with their 
distinctive Mad Libs style interviews. Since it looks slicker 
this time around with the same content, | have to say | prefer 
the less-slick last issue more than this one. There is a whole 
section of photographs and art though, which is a plus. -roya 


Chicken Weenis #1- $1, 18 Carleton St, Rochester NY 
14607 

My first impression of this: LOTS and LOTS of poetry. On my 
second look, | came to the EXACT SAME CONCLUSION. 
Some of the poetry is okay, but others have you screaming 
“MAKE IT STOP!” The editor, Jody, rambles a lot too. -Mav- 
erick 


The Continental #4- $2.50, POB 4336, Bellingham WA 
98227-4336 

Another packed issue of Bellingham's premiere zine shows 
the Continental is growing and slidin’ full tilt into surf and 
garage coverage without lookin’ back. This ish also sports 
an ever-improving layout, Mr. Berry has a hottie on his hands. 
If you like bands like the Omega Men, King Of Hawaii, Man 
Or Astroman?, and the Boss Martians, what are you waitin’ 
for, send this boy yer money. —dan 


Crying Clown #5- $2, POB 263, Yarmouthport MA 02675 
This is pretty good. Some extremely good short stories and 
interviews here. The poetry's not half bad, either. -Maverick 


Chicks Dig Scars #4- $1, #A202, 1645 Morman Dr., Pull- 
man WA 99163 

So here is another one of those zines that very well may end 
up laying on my coffee table until some inconsiderate asshole 
abducts it for use as impromptu toilet paper in my forest prod- 
uct deprived bathroom. An average zine in every sense of 
the word: standard half size with a mixture of reflections on 
summer camp, some stories without much point, and a gen- 
eral sense of blah (meaning no neat art, profound insights or 
groundbreaking analysis) honestly left me frigid and disinter- 
ested. It ain’t bad, and the layout is clean, but it definitely 
lacked that OOMF! of exceptional zines that kicks you in the 
brain and makes you reflect on your own life or motivates 
you to go out change the world. -Mike @ntipathy 


Cholesterol Junkie #70- $1.50, POB 116, Long Lake MN 
55356 

All articles in C.J. are written by editor/ creator Nate and are 
all fun to read and interesting. Includes interviews with Mike 
“Bruce Lee” Park of Skankin’ Pickle and Asian Man Records 
fame, and Ferd Mert. Articles vary from “a brief history of 
shit” and the myth of a female pope, to mail room role mod- 
els and insane middle school teachers (one we all can relate 
to). Also some decent zine/record reviews. -Tori 


Cool Beans #6- $5ppd, #113 San Francisco CA 94110 
While | can’t say | was too interested in either the music cov- 
erage in the zine or the songs on the 7” that came with it 
(Harry Pussy, Fuck, Kelly Deal 6000, etc. | did like the Sno- 
Men track on the 7”, though), the two articles on cab driving 
were fucking hilarious, well worth the price of the zine. Not to 
mention a conversation between the editor and some lady in 
his cab that was tacked on to the end of the 7”. A real knee 
slapper, all right. Why couldn’t the whole zine have been 
comprised of cab driving stories? If it had, this issue would 
have been a classic, but as it is, it’s still worth picking up. - 
Ken 


Cool Beans #7- $4, 3181 Mission #113, SF, CA 94110 
Lacking a record player at the current moment, I’m unable to 
review the flexi that comes with this issue: It features songs 
from Henry's Dress, Little Princess, Shotwell, and more. The 
zine itself is well produced and it gets a bunch of bonus points 
for all the pro-bike items (like the bike tour of SF piece). The 
editor is a cab driver so there are some interesting taxi-re- 
lated stories as well. A bit pricey at $4 though. 


The Dog House #10 $1, POB 1500, Wilkes-Barre PA 18703 
This zine sucked. The damn thing’s done in newsprint, so | 
got ink all over my hands! FUCKERS !!!!! The only thing that 
saved it from being thrown away was an interview with Lupus 
of the Bloodhound Gang. Pass on this one. -Maverick 


Fandango #2- $2, POB 80311, Charleston, SC 29416 
The plastic spiral binding was my favorite part of this. A num- 
ber of interesting non-music items: a Kinko's article (that 
manages to stay fresh even though seemingly every other 
zine nowadays includes an article or two about Kinko’s), a 
well-formatted transcript of an AOL chat session that dis- 
cussed Mike Tyson’s ear biting incident, a few words on Dipsy 
Doodles, and more. The music-related stuff (record and show 
reviews, interviews, etc.) seemed fairly standard. -lee 


Fantasy Cat #3- $1, 1122 E Pike St. #1234, Seattle WA 
98122-3934 

Another great issue! It’s still cute and small and packed with 
great stories. | especially like Deb’s drunken revenge story 
about a boyfriend who was sleeping around on her. If you 
like short true life stories on a wide range of subjects with 
little or no music content, this is a fun read. —dan 


Fizz #10- $3, 1509 Queen Ave N #276, Seattle WA 98109 
This is it, this is the last issue of Fizz. Cathy and gang go out 
with a doozie too, there are 4 different “collectable” covers (I 
was hoping for the Sicko one, but had to settle for the Model 
Rockets). Fizz is so great because it’s all about fun, from the 
half-assed drunken interviews and columns, to all the little 
fun and games and entertaining tidbits that pack every is- 
sue. You should get this issue for zillions of reasons, some 
being: it's the last one, it features a Sicko interview with tons 


of great photos, and it’s packed with over 140 other pages 
worth readin’. We'll miss ya (but we will also dance on your 
grave as we can now take back the title of biggest zine in 
Washington State. ©-).--dan 


The Flashing Astonisher- POB 70, Syracuse NY 13210- 
0070 

A non-straightedge zine out of Syracuse, the Flashing 
Astonisher is a full sized zine with a lot of music, show, and 
zine reviews, cartoons, and short written pieces. There were 
several surreal, right-brained essays by this one writer, which 
most people probably couldn't understand without rereading 
several times. He probably is into James Joyce. | wonder 
what else he’s done. Some of this is sort of scene specific, 
but that’s okay if you are interested in New York. -Christine 
P 


Funky Spunk #6- no price listed, POB 3821, Glasgow, 
Scotland G46 6JY, UK 

Amanda from the band BIS puts this out. She talks about her 
travels on tour and there’s lots of band interviews: Sleater- 
Kinney, Pavement, Scarfo, and the Peechees. There’s also 
the usual zine and record reviews and silly stuff, It’s an OK 
zine with a good criticism of the Spice Girls’ idea of Girl Power. 
The layout was nice, but the photocopy quality was pretty 
bad so it made it hard to read the fine print on the Tamagotchi 
article and to see the photos. Amanda mentions a few times 
that she didn’t have much time to spend on this issue and | 
think it could’ve been a lot better if she’d had the time to put 
into it. — jessica 


Glutton For Punkishment #2- 50 cents, POB 15295, SF 
CA 94115 

Reese, the editor, is a complete moron. In his Turbo Negro 
live review he is “grossed out” to find out they are “fags”. He 
was clueless to who the band was, totally missed out on 
their humor and music live, he even thought it was “impolite” 
that they made fun of Americans. Boo fucking hoo, can you 
believe that punks were impolite? | thought the review was 
possibly satire until | read the rest of the zine. On the Hicky/ 
VGS 7” he didn’t realize that the VGS side actually was mes- 
sages they left on Hickey’s machine, missed the humor in it, 
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and didn’t even comment on what homophobic assholes the 
VGS’s were. Maybe it’s because Reese is a homophobic 
asshole too. The rest of the zine includes pathetic rants de- 
fending America, how there really is no racism in the punk 
scene, a hardcore kid saying “Why has our scene been de- 
clared so violent, because we're the only ones still manly 
enough to have real pits.” Sexism, homophobia, & really bad 
spelling abound, this is basically ignorant whining by some- 
one that can't be over 16. —dan 


Happy Goat #4- $1, 1706 NW 19th St., Ankeney IA 50021 
Having reviewed previous issues of HG, | can definitely say 
number 4 is an improvement. Cleaner layout and no stupid 
cartoons of beastiality help, but when words like “chick” and 
“tubby” are accented with the liberal use of profanity and 
borderline racist nationalist bullshit like the “love it or leave 
it” mentality, my patience draws thin. The skimpy interviews 
and short rants, as well as the general attitude constantly 
reminded me that the editors and contributors couldn't be 
much out of high school and sorta reminded me of a lot of 
the bitter, rather shortsighted stuff | used to think when | was 
in grade six. Once again, this is a good effort from some well 
intended kids and | look forward to seeing future issues as 
the quality of the politics and writing increases (as it must!!!) 
and the potty mouth and other remnants of adolescent exist- 
ence fade away. —Mike @ntipathy 


Hit It Or Quit It #- $2.50, PO Box 29365, LA CA 90039 » 

This is what | would like to call a professional fanzine, but 
who the fuck defines that? It is MRR, but it lacks something. 
Nice layout, and it looks very pretty. Contains all this and 
more: Interview with UNWOUND, Jason Noble of Shipping 
News and the Louisville scene, interviews with Murder City 
Devils, Starfish, Karate, Red Star Theory, Atari Teenage Riot, 
Monorchid, Smart Went Crazy. (And) Cynthia Connolly's 
photos, “Gossip and full-on lying letters”, good sex tips, and 
a lot of columns like the ones in MRR. Also look for the vari- 
ety of ads and promotions inside this one. And, ideas for you 
musicians on distortion pedal ideas. | personally like MRR 
more, it is bigger and better, but if you are sort of getting sick 
of Ben Weasel and the gang, then look here. -Nick B-ham 


www.netcom.com/~liqmeat & 


Hold Your Own #10- $1, POB 85444, Seattle WA 98105 
Skateboarding, graffiti, music, and tips on how to $cam the 
man have all been jammed in this small zine by legendary 
Seattle pimps Eric B and Sirone. No punk music in here but 
the numerous pictures of NW skaters make up for it. As an 
added bonus, #10 includes info on how to win a dream date 
with two biggest studs this side of Moses Lake. —Scott M 


infiltration #5- $1, POB 66069, Town Centre, Pickering 
ON, L1V6P7 CANADA 

Issues Of Infiltration zine discuss places that you’re not sup- 
posed to go. Issue #5 is about the art of tunneling, exploring 
the areas of subway, train, or underground utility tunnels 
that are off limits to the public. Since this is out of Toronto, 
they give tips and instructions for how to investigate various 
subway tunnels in that city, but a lot of their advice is useful 
no matter where you live. Most large cities have some sort 
of a tunnel system. This zine is highly recommended if you 
are interested in learning this new avocation. If you’re ever 
bored, late some night in Seattle, it can be exciting.to.go 
exploring in the large underground system of tunnels under 


tunnels themselves may start to become boring, but if you someone's handwriting). -roya 


are adventurous, you can try to go as far as possible and ; 
map out the et -A Fellow infitrator : Join Kao #4- $3, BS siieanai sie Niners, ene 
Someone out there in zine-land has to like reading interviews 
Inside Out #15- $3, POB 770373, Lakewood OH 44107 _ or else there wouldn't be so many of them. This Danish zine 
This hardcore zine used to be from Washington, but Finn includes interviews with Dead Stool Pigeon, Stale, Christine 
and zine have moved to Ohio. | don’t dig sXe and metal much, from Slug & Lettuce, Frodus, and more. | had more interest 
but Finn and my tastes cross with stuff like Man Is The Bas- in the (too few) columns and Serbian scene report. Things 
tard. Interviews with Despise You, Avulsion, Ascension, Brutal written from a non-US viewpoint are always nice to read. - 
Truth, Bloodlet, Charles Bronson, and Capitalist Casualties, lee 


as well as loads of graffiti pix and a few rants. -dan Lockdown #1- $1, POB 1781, Spokane WA 99210 
Interbang Fanzine #6- $2, POB 671, Ravenna OH 44266 This is the debut issue of Lockdown, and it is basically Sybille 
This is a long, text heavy, newsprint zine, with a northern telling a bunch of really, REALLY boring stories. There were 
Ohio orientation. There is a lot of political content - anti-Klan a few good moments — some good reviews, a good article on 
stuff, Mumia Abu-Jamal, & protesters beaten by Cleveland the “Army of God”, 1 slightly entertaining story, and a good 
police at an anti-Duke rally. There is a long and interesting ol’ bitchfest about the Spokane scene. There was an article 
travel diary about the main author's trip to California and supposedly about Punkfest ‘97, but all it was about was who 
meeting most of the MRR columnists, an interview with Jeff was there, whining about RKCNDY and its prices, and how it 
Ott, pictures and reviews of the Indianapolis Hardcore and was cool to see people shoot up in the bathroom (??7). Any- 
More than Music fests,.and lots of record reviews. -Christine . way, if you like other people’s really boring, rambling stories 
about travel, check out this zine. If not, avoid it like the plague. 
-Jamie 


the University of Washington. If you're a student and the Jersey Beat #60- $2, 418 Gregory Ave, Weehawken NJ 
police find you, you'll probably be kicked out of school, so 07087 Make Room #9 - $1, 3118 Keller, Temple, TX 76504 

you may wish to plan this at 3am. The tunnels contain hot This long running Joisey zine is consistant and always packed Garage rock-a-go-go, basically. Swanky Merinuk cover, 
water pipes and electrical wiring that connect the various with loads of interviews, reviews, and columns. There are Makers interview, reviews that span a wide variety of release 
campus buildings to the central steam plant and so forth, really tons of interviews (H2O, Dismemberment Plan, Bush dates, Darrin Lin Wood interview, creative use of bold type. 
and there are literally miles of underground territory. Hunt Tetras, the Lunachicks, and a bunch more) and loads of re- Yeah, guys, there are Spaghetti Warehouses all over the 
around and find a grate that does not have alock onit. There views, | just wish there were a few more columns and more country. Here’s another disturbing chain restaurant trend: the 
is one by the Terry Lander dorms. It is a good sign ifthere is regional info. With 124 pages for only $2, this zine easily way they've been changing the traditional Denny's logo to a 


hot air rising from below. Bringing a friend and a flashlight, 
lift the heavy grate and crawl down, leaving a space to get 
out if necessary. There will usually be several sets of thin 
ladders, and you get the spooky feeling that you are de- 


weighs in at well worth your hard earned dough. —dan 


Johnny Can’t Read #1-$1, Box 20105, Green Acres Post 
Office, Thunder Bay, ON P7E 6P2 Canada 


faux retro style. All the ones up here (NW) seem to have 
been changed. The one in Memphis | passed was the old, 
cool red logo. Central Texas? Huh??? Next issue??? Also, 
we need a Tamale House up here. Soon. —Naomi 


scending into hell because of all the rising steam. Some 4 ot of writing on topics such as piercing oneself, racism in 
areas are very dark, but others are lighted. Remain quiet so Wrestling, kids today and some reviews. Everything was writ- Maximum Rock And Roll #176- $3, POB 460760, SF CA 
you can hear if someone else is down there. There are also ten fairly well. The only thing that bothers me is the fact that 94146-0760 

some doors:in the various buildings that lead directly into everything is written with the same font. It may have been..Someone the other day mentioned that MRR should win an 


the tunnels. There is one in the basement of the chemistry 
building, and one in Steven's dormitory, which is also a good 
escape route if you quickly want to run out of there. The 


nicer to read different articles in different fonts or maybe even award for most improved zine in 1997. | think they may be 
in the person’s own handwriting for variety’s sake (even right, since Jen has taken over, the over-all quality of the so- 
though it seems like the font itself is supposed to look like called “Punk Rock Bible” has greatly improved, both in the 
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columns and features and in the interviews (which seem to 
be reflecting a wider range of musical tastes). Always worth 
picking up, maybe now even more than ever. —dan 


Maybe Magazine #25-$1, 27 N. Monroe, Eugene OR 97402 
A lot of hard work looks like it went into this almost totally 
handwritten zine. Topics range from thoughts on high school 
graduation to a few book, film and even restaurant reviews. 
And the handwriting is good too. -roya 


Micromag #7 - $2, POB 442337, Lawrence, KS 66044 
One-third the size of your average zine and yet put together 
with more panache. Readable layout, interviews with Lord 
High Fixers, Wayne Kramer, The Hi-Fives, Yo La Tengo, The 
Make-Up, Fur, reviews, etc. -Naomi 


Motion Sickness #5- $2, POB 24277, St. Louis MO 63130 
Motion Sickness is really shaping into a pretty good zine, it's 
thickening up & filling out with more columns. | like the fact 
that there are now maybe a dozen mid-sized zines like that 
aren't trying to be one of the biggies. They come out consis- 
tently with good print runs and size, and offer a wider range 
of tastes and ideas. If you haven’t seen Motion Sickness yet, 
it's definitely worth picking up. There are loads of reviews 
and rants, and this issue has interviews with the Blanks 77, 
Naked Aggression, Jen Angel, Thrall, UK Subs, Quincy Punx, 
and the Gaza Strippers. —-dan 


Outpunk last issue- $3, POB 170501, San Francisco, CA 
94117 

This zine rocks! It’s hard to explain how nice it is to read a 
zine that doesn’t talk about the same recycled stuff that’s 
been in zines for so long. | can’t believe | haven’t read Outpunk 
before, and that sucks because this is the last issue. Any- 
way, Outpunk focuses on queer issues, but it tackles new 
ground and talks about things intelligently and critically. | re- 
ally enjoyed the article on Queers in Hip Hop. | always liked 
hip hop, but was frustrated by a lot of.the sexism in it. It’s 
inspiring to see these kids who put a lot of thought into their 
art and hit a lot of social issues like racism, sexism, and 
hoomophobia while keeping it real. There’s also articles on 
Cypher in the Snow getting attacked in Portland (wow, at 
Thee O and | never heard about it) and another victim of the 
corrupt Philadelphia police force. More food for thought is 
contained in the article on AIDS as biowarfare. And there’s 
the usual zine and record reviews. Even though there will be 
no more Outpunk, Matt is starting a new label called 
Queercorps. | really liked this zine. Go buy it. — jessica 


Pinch Point #13- $2, POB 128, North Lima, OH 44452 
This self-described “funzine” attempts to make the reader 
laugh through various. fictional interviews and essays. The 
writing was mostly réally good and funny in many parts (and 
witty too) - | just can’t get into that “fake” style of writing. This 
stuff is for you if you'd like to read about the rat who assassi- 
nated John Kennedy, the buff guy who uses swinger maga- 
zines to meet others, etc. A product of bored intellectuals in 
Ohio? -lee 


Pistil Prose #3- $3, Pistil Books 1012 E. Pike Seattle, WA 
98122 

This is definitely:one of the best local zines that I’ve seen in 
along while. Employees of Pistil Books on Capital Hill com- 
pile a very literate publication representing their store, and 
this issue has a ‘crime’ theme. There is an interview with a 
prisoner at Monroe, a very good piece about a skinny Pistil 
employee chasing down and subduing a bullyish robber over 
the SU campus, and then receiving guilt trip letters from the 
perpetrator. There is a really funny list of strange Pistil cus- 
tomers, an account of working as a criminal defense investi- 
gator, a support of Books to Prisoners, and.a really provok- 
ing book review of Obedience to Authority about the psycho- 
logical study. in the 70s which showed that most people will 
apply deadly electrical shocks to another human if an au- 
thority (the psychologist researcher) orders them to. -Chris- 
tine P. 


Plexiform #1- $1 ppd, c/o Clare Pepper, RR#1 Douglas, 
Ontario, CANADA, KOJ 1S0 

| liked this zine a lot and got really nostalgic reading it. It 
made me think back to when | was in high school because | 
had a lot of the same thoughts, doubts, and feelings as Clare. 
This zine is kinda like reading a journal (in fact she includes 
some excerpts from her journal in here), but this time it’s got 
the good stuff. Plexiform is a peek into how a teenage girl is 
exposed to new ideas, how she deals with them, and how 
she relates to the world around her. It’s well-written and has 
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a good layout. In addition, there are some good book re- 
views and an interview with a guy in charge of the 
Justabunchakids zine library in Calgary. -jessica 


PMS #9- $2, PIB 81523, Pittsburgh PA 15217 

The Post Modern Sluts are back with their unique blend of 
humor, information, sex-positiveness, art, and great rants and 
stories. This is the Pussy Issue (and were not talkin’ cats 
here), so it's got lots of pussy drawings, info, stories, and 
more. There are also some great musical/fashion genre work- 
out plans for goths, punks, and skins that will have you burst- 
ing out loud with laughter. —-dan 


The Prod Magazine #1-$1, Sam Inkster, 1423 Hall Street, 
Nelson BC, VIL 2A4 Canada 

Very confusing comic book at first, but | guess if you read it a 
couple more times it starts to make a little sense. Some of 
the text was cut off by their copy machine. The story takes 
place in a computer convention and after unveiling an ex- 
pensive piece of computer machinery and revealing its cost, 
all hell apparently breaks loose. -roya 


Punk Rock Film Guide- $2, Sue, POB 543, Station P, 
Toronto, ON, M5S 2T1 Canada 

Acompletely rad and essential listing of films that “have sub- 
ject ‘matter or themes which punks in modern times relate 
to.” Thus, you can learn about (or be reminded of) movies 
like Failsafe, Being There, Breaking Glass, Female Trouble, 
and Weekend. The capsule descriptions/reviews are a bit on 
the-short side, but it’s meant to be more of a listing than an 
analysis anyhow. Includes both mainstream and indepen- 
dent films. Hopefully this guide, which has about 70 films 
listed, will keep growing. Reel punx indeed. -lee 


Quadroceptive Infinitation #4-$1, RR#1 Box 1168, 
Nescopeck PA 18635 

This is definitely worth $1 and possibly more. Packed with 
lots of good articles and writing that makes for some inter- 
esting reading. Too many.topics are covered to list them all 
out, but all are well worth reading about. Comes with a free 
patch. -roya 


Rag Hag #3- $2 wi/patch, 32 Parkwood Bivd., 
Poughkeepsie’'NY 12603 

Rag Hag is a witch-positive zine and catalog. Skuld makes 
all these really rad things like reusable cloth menstrual pads, 
dolls, and even a board game. There was an insert that said 
she’s now creating DIY Mehndi/Henna Body Art Kits too. This 
zine is also very womyn-friendly. | recommend it to anyone 
who's looking for kool DIY crafty things. However, the cata- 
log and the patch are the best part of the zine. - jessica 


Schism #11- $1 & 3 stamps, 928 W. Norton Ave, Suite 
#552, Muskego MI 49441 

There are some great articles in here about drugs and poli- 
tics, among other things: All make good points. The zine is 
very entertaining, too. Good interviews with Operation: Cliff 
Clavin and Slo-Poke, too. | even got a free sticker from ‘em! 
Why couldn't this zine be longer? -Maverick 


Scorpion #3- $2, POB 328, Herndon VA 20172 
For the most part | can’t relate to the editor of this zine, she 
and her friends grew up in neighboorhoods richer than mine, 


_go to private colleges, don’t listen to punk, write poetry, and 


a hop skip and a jump away from being yuppies, just give 
them.a few years. But, | did like the peek into lives so differ- 
ent than mine through the rants and stories, especially the 
one by a girl who met Drew Barrymore, woo woo. Maybe | 
am just jealous. -dan 


Shat Upon #4- $2, POB 9081, Missoula MT 59802 
Without a doubt this is absolutely the most hilarious zine | 
have ever read. This well written Montana mag comes com- 
plete with a Missoula scene report, the Swingers Scandina- 
vian Phrasebook (an aid.for overseas action), a swashbuck- 
ler sex quiz, Historical Hangovers and loads of columns and 
stories about alcohol, swashbuckling, and punk. They got 
the sex, drugs, and rocknroll thing covered and these witty 
fuckers made my stomach sore from laughter. | await the 
next issue more than the changing of seasons on a can of 
Schmidt. —-Scott M 


Skeeter #2 - $1 ppd, c/o Clare Pepper, RR#1 Douglas, 
Ontario, K0J ISO CANADA 

Skeeter is done by two high school girls from Canada. It con- 
tains a lot of personal writing and reflecting about things most 
punk rock high school girls think about. However, Clare’s 
writing has a lot more complexity to it and it pleasantly sur- 
prised me. | think that anyone who can see the shades of 
grey and different perspectives in punk and social issues is 
likely to stick with punk. | liked the different perspectives Clare 
had on things seeing all sorts of possibilities and I’m looking 


forward to seeing how her writing evolves. Anyway, this zine 
had a good article on body image, some fun Michael Jack- 
son Trivia and a few silly lists. - jessica 


Slave Magazine #1- $1, POB 10093, Greensboro NC 27404 
They call themselves a magazine, not a zine, and damn, they 
pretty much are. All original artwork, fancier than shit layout, 
and no heart. | love a nice looking zine, don’t get me wrong, 
but | like one with a personality. But hey, for a first issue this 
is totally impressive, they are taking the HeartattaCk/sXe 
approach and doing a fairly good job at it. | just hope they 
lighten up a bit, add a more personal feeling, more rants, and 
give it something to interest the reader beyond interviews, 
reviews, and a few articles. -dan 


Sleestak #7- $1, POB 85317, Seattle WA 98145 

Hessian culture and skateboarding underwent genetic fusion 
to create this magazine. It's got interviews with the Descen- 
dents, VGS, random ranting, and more skate pics than you 
can shake a stick at. The article titled Hessian Resource 
Center: Equal Rights For Hessians Now will make you real- 
ize the constant discrimination that long hairs must battle in 
today’s society. If the next issue has less Epicrap/FRAT wreck 
chords advertising and more metal mayhem, I'll give it a 4 
horns up. —Scott M 


So Far No Good #2 - $1.50 ppd, POB 9306, Cincinatti, OH 
45209-0306 

There are three things mentioned on almost every page of 
this zine: this guy Chip (sounds like her boyfriend), beer, and 
the Slobs. (which are her friends). SFNG reads like a diary, 
but without all the juicy stuff. The show reviews are like a 
chronicle of events for her. Reviews, review, reviews... This 
zine contains lots of show reviews (almost every one con- 
tains the Slobs) with a couple of trip reviews and music re- 
views. | think | would’ve enjoyed this zine more if | was from 
Cincinnati and knew the people she kept talking about. - 
jessica 

Spaghetti Dinner & Dancing #11- 2 stamps, POB 2535, 
Missoula MT 59806 

This is a great zine, | just read it straight through. Randy 
comes off as a sentimental, environment friendly loner con- 
tent with the simple things in life. This issue consists of one 
story about camping alone in the snow, broken up by ran- 
dom thoughts, events, and rants. -dan 


Systems Reject #2- 50 cents, 222 Oak Rd., Winter Springs 
FL 32708 

This zine seems to pride itself in getting bad reviews, but it’s 
not that-bad, basically it just needs more content; a little bet- 
ter photocopying, and a little bigger print run. These come in 
time of course. This ish has a few rants, a vegan meat loaf, 
and a decent layout. It’s just really short. -dan 


Tail Spins- #29 - $3, POB 1860, Evanston, IL 60204 

If you’re able to weed through the FIFTY pages of ads, you'll 
find a few interesting items- an in-depth article on 
Blaxploitation films, interviews with members of-Los Strait- 
jackets and the Spiderbabies, 300+ music reviews, 100+ zine 
reviews, etc. Yeah, the writing was way above average, but 
anytime a zine (or in this case, magazine) is 60% ads, | get 
irked. -lee eed 


View Zine #4- $1+2 stamps, POB 530722 Livonia MI 48153 
Wow, this zine is really good. It looks kinda crappy with the 
one staple in the comer, but hey it’s what's on the inside that 
counts. Bunch of interviews with bands I've never heard. A 
lot of them seem to be ska. Some cool photos of graffiti where 
they live and some good articles on how to have fun at shows 


and computer hacking. A small section on record and zine 


reviews. It seems like this zine is done. by kids around my 
age (17) so that makes it cool.-Jed . 


Wasteland #2- $1, 33 Loclwood Place; Clifton NJ 07012 

Great hardcore zine based in and concentrating on New Jer- 
sey and the hardcore scene there. Extensive interviews with 
Agnostic Front, R.O.T., Compression, Against the Grain and 
Billy Milano of M.O.D. Tons of good show, zine, and record 
reviews. Nice black and white (although somewhat poorly 
copied) pics of the bands in the issue, and poetry that, at the 
same time, scares and depresses me. 44 pgs -Tori 


Woundig #2- $1.50, 104 Union St. Nelson, B.C. V1L 4A2, 
CANADA 

Well, this has a lot of interesting stuff in it, yes, really action 
packed, but not too much of it interested me. Maybe you can 
get some good out of articles like “Why | Can’t Sleep” or tips 
on hitchhiking. | don’t feel like this one deserves a real bad 
review, there are some good recipes, vegan style, good draw- 
ings, and pictures, and the girl has a brain, and it shows. | 
think that it is a must have for the female youth punker out 
there. (Fellas? A gift for a loved one?) -Nick B-ham 
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6-SONG 12” EP/CD OUT JANUARY 27 cp $7, 12” $5, ppp 
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Once again after a hiatus, more metal, 
hardcore, & grind reviews. It seems that as 
musical fads change, more and more 
grindcore bands are putting out shit. Metal 
seems to be dead for the moment except for 
the occasional black metal highlight. Other 
than that, there really isn’t much hope for 
metal. If you ever want to contact me, | can be 
reached at 903 Gregory PI, Davis CA 95616. If 
you think Ill like your shit, you can send it to 
me or to Dan for it to be reviewed in this 
column. Also look out for releases on my 
upcoming hardcore/grind label Adeline- 
Lehigh Crank Duplex Records. Set for Jan 98: 
the much awaited KDVS Benefit CD Compila- 

tion featuring 51 bands from all 
globe. Also set for release is f 
Tapeworm split 7" benefiting battered 
women’s shelters. | can also be reached via 
email at- vomit@kzsu.stanford.edu or 
pylee@ucdavis.edu 
Stay fuckin’ brutal, -Organ Donor (Paul) 


Benumb “Gear in the Ma- 
chine” Relapse Bay Area 
grindcore that kicks fuckin’ ass. 
This is probably one of the best 
recordings Benumb has done 
thus far. Totally energetic with 
some tight riffing and vocals. 
m@ Fuckin’ awesome. 


Deadly Encounters HC comp 
Kill Music/6132 Romaine/Los 
Angeles, CA 90038 Excellent 
hardcore comp put out by some 
dudes in LA. Features such 
bands as Psycho, Anal Cunt, Drop Dead, Bad Acid Trip, Lack 
of Interest and more. Pick this up while you can. 


Recharge/Extinct Government Epistrophy/PO Box 312/ 
30003 Hannover/Germany Excellent split. Recharge from 
Germany may have a cheesy name, but it is probably one of 
the best dis-bands that I’ve heard in a while. Extinct Govern- 
ment on the other hand dishes out some brutal Japanese 
hardcore/crust. 


Benumb/Roscoe P. Coltraine (The Dukes of Hazzard) 
More Benumb...three kick ass songs. The other side is a 
pressing of Roscoe of the Dukes of Hazzard singing about 
his dog Flash. This is part of the celebrity split series. Pick 
this up if you can find it. Also look out for the Spazz/Jimmy 
Walker split. 


Discover a World of Sounds comp Amendment Records/ 
clo Dave A/580 Nansemond Cres/Portsmouth, VA 23707 
A 7" comp which is actually “highlights from Amendment 
Compilation 3” so | guess there is a “real” version of this, | 
don’t know. But it fuckin’ rules. Has bands such as Suppres- 
sion, Brine, Surgeon General's Warning, etc. 


Emetic/Gory Melanoma 625/p.o. box 1239/Menlo Park, 
CA 94026-1239 Gory Melanoma dishes out 8 tracks of gore 
worshipping grind while Emetic pummels with their distinct 
style of grind/hardcore. This is an excellent split. 


Misanthropists/Christian Prohibition Cesspool Records/ 
c/o Paul Barfo/985 Bidwell Ave/Sunnyvale, CA 94086 The 
Misanthropists side is really good. Straight ahead raging fast 
hardcore with some sick ass vocals. Christian Prohibition on 
the other hand has some potential in their style of play and 
vocal interchange but they still lack energy and vigor. 


Snarl Out comp Slightly Fast Records/303-34 Ogura/ 
Maizuru/Kyoto-Pref/625 Japan Wow! If you thought 
noisecore was dead, check out this slab. Noisefuckin’gcore/ 
grind comp that kicks fuckin’ ass. Features Carcass Grinder, 
Hemdale, Real Reggae, etc. 


Voltifobia/Misopsychia Merciless Records/Roman 
Janecka/p.o. box 192/700-42 Ostrava 42/Czech Republic 
Another great split. Voltifobia from Japan kicks with some 
Lo-Fi brutal grindcore similar to the style of Carcass Grinder 
while Misopyschia from Lithuania dishes out some interest- 
ing hardcore grind. Sorta reminds me of Suppression a little 
bit. A great split to pick up. 


Exit-13/Multiplex H.G. Fact/401 Hongo-M/2-36-2 Yayoi- 
cho/Nakano/Tokyo/164 Japan This is a mediocre split. Exit- 


13 dishes out their usual shit while the big disappointment is 
in the Multiplex side. Not because it sucks, but because the 
song is the edited version off of an LP. | love Multiplex so | 
felt gypped when | picked this up. 


Benumb/Apartment 213 Stenchosaurus Records/9520 
Cedarwood Drive/Cleveland OH 44133 Another excellent 
split. Benumb of course is awesome on this, Apartment 213 
is fuckin’ rad also. Fuckin’ thrashy grindcore with some sick 
vokills. Pick this up. 


Godstomper/Cathy Ames Cesspool Records Godstomper 
is some excellent bass/drum 
hardcore/powerviolence duo. | don’t 
actually see much of the 
powerviolence side in it, but | can 
hear how others can. Cathy Ames 
on the flipside dishes out some 
straight up hardcore. | wish the re- 
cording quality was better though. 


Entropy/Unanswered fig4/PO 
Box 175/Walpole, MA 02081 En- 
tropy dishes out some old school grindcore. Unan- 
swered plays some quality hardcore/grind. | really 
like the riffing techniques and the vocals. This is 
some sick shit. 


Rectal Pus “Mr. T’s Nudist Colony” Chaotic Noise/ 
4022 Summit Lane NW/Roanoke, VA 24017 Goofy 
ass noisecore from the dudes in Suppression. Kind 
cool, not really musically redeeming but funny as 
hell. 


Harsh s/t Six Weeks/2262 Knolls Hill Cr./Santa 
Roas, CA 95405 Sick ass fuckin’ hardcore/ 
noisecore/grind from these Finnish heads. Totally |” 
fuckin’ crazy and insane. Definitely worth pickin’ up. 


Asshole Parade s/t Travis Ginn/PO Box 14344/ , * 
Gainesville, FL 32604 Raging hardcore grind. Good 
vocal interchanges. Fast paced and energetic. A definite 
must. 


Senseless Apocalypse/Gore Beyond Necropsy Blurred 
Records/482-1 Naka, Kambara, lhara/Shizuoka 421-32 
Japan Wow! Gore Beyond Necropsy kills with some crazy 
grind/noisecore. Senseless Apocalypse destroys with some 
off the wall noisecore. This is not like their previously 
hardcore/grind attempts. this is all out wall to wall noisecore. 


Psychotic Noise/incisive Icy Illusions Records/Honza 
Ditko/Visnova 9/40704 Decin 25/Czech Republic |’m ac- 
tually disappointed with this P.N. stuff. Just generic attempts 


at noisecore/grind that don’t work. This is a far cry from their” 


split with Regurgitate that totally killed. They used to be fuckin’ 
noisey as hell, but now they just suck. Incisive is an interest- 
ing blend of hc/grind/noisecore. What | find surprising about 
this record is that both bands record really “clean” tracks. 
interesting buy if you collect records. 


Heist “Pain is Causing Life” Havoc/HC 7011/P.0. Box 
8585/Minneapolis MN 55408 Aussie hardcore reminiscent 
of Rupture (I’ve heard that some ex-Rupture members are in 
this but who knows) Totally killer stop and go intensity, gruff 
vocals and great short fast energetic songs. This is highly 
recommended. 


Violent Headache/Excreted Alive Blurred Records |'’m 
disappointed with the V.H. side. Cliche grind/crust songs that 
are way too long. What happened to the old days? | remem- 
ber the V.H./Cripple Bastards split now that was the shit. 
Find that if you want to hear some quality Violent Headache 
stuff. Excreted Alive on the other hand is some fine grind/ 
noisecore. Lo-fi and fuckin:noisy: 


Violent Core Attack v/a Tobacco Shit Records/c/o Simon 
Rare/827 Goldbourn/Greenfield Park, Quebec/J4V 3H4/ 
Canada Excellent hardcore/grind/crust comp out of Canada. 
All Canadian bands. Bands such.as.Global Holocaust, Dis- 
abuse, Scam, Obnoxious Race, etc. 


Groinchurn/Wojezech Pain Art Records/Markus Kohring/ 
Kerstingstr. 31/01217 Dresden/Germany Groinchurm, one 
of the few bands from South Africa dishes out some quality 
old school grindcore. Wojczech from Germany destroys with 
some intense grind/noisecore. This is some great shit. Highly 
recommended. 


Carcass Grinder/Cripple Bastards Gerardo/Apdo, 50176/ 


28080 Madrid/Spain Split of some quality grind. Carcass” 


Grinder from Japan kills with some fuckin’ noisey grind. Good 


shit. Cripple Bastards on the other hand dish.out.some .jin-.. 


tense shit. Hardcore/grind with a touch of noisecore. Defi- 


nitely recommended. 


Social Infestation s/t Goat Lord Records/P.O. Box 14230/ 
Atlanta, GA 30324-1230 A cross between metal and 
hardcore that works pretty well. Good hi-lo vocal exchanges. 
This is better than I’d thought it’d be. 


Guaranteed Katch “Crappie Wisdom” Butt Waxx Record- 
ings/P.O. box 1414/Burlington, MA 01803 A weird band 
comprised of members from Post Mortem, Upsidedown 
Cross, and Colon on the Cob. Mid-paced metal/grind dirges 
with some goofy vocals. This is pretty good, | can see the 
_ influences of mostly Upsidedown 
Cross and Post Mortem in this slab. 


Lamagna “Ceremony” Wreck- 
age, PO box 263/New York, NY 
10012 Midpaced emo-type 
hardcore shit. | guess this is good, | 
don’t really dig on this kind of music 
but if you do, than | guess this is for 
you. The vocals are somewhat in- 
teresting, but the whole thing is a bit 
whiny for me. 


Agents of Satan/No Less split Bad People 
Records/PO Box 480931/Denver, CO 80248- 
0931 An awesome split of the West Bay. Agents dish 
, . outthe blasphemous grinding while No Less pounds 

kK. with some killer fuckin’ riffs and vocal arrangements. 
F This shit is fuckin’ killer. Pick it up while you still 


had 


Ls stlohagsAegaer 


Embalmer “There was Blood Everywhere” Relapse This 
is just the Relapse 7" and the old Embalmer demo “Rotting 
Remains” pressed on CD. Personally | don’t see the point in 
this. Pressing shit that can already be obtained is pointless. 
Nonetheless, Relapse does this quite often and if you are an 
Embalmer fan, you should pick this up cuz they are beyond 
sick. Crazy death metal with some amazing vocals. 


‘The*Ass Baboons of Venus “Spanking the Species” 


Stingy Banana Records/2254 29th Ave/S.F. CA 94116 


What can | say? This is some strange shit from the Bay Area. 


Totally psyched out and fuckin’ strange with some ear pierc- 
ing female vocals that are so annoying that it’s cool. | guess 
this sorta reminds me of Melt Banana but with some more 
musical structures. 


Deceased “Fearless Undead Machines” One of the dino- 
saurs of metal. These guys have been around forever and 
stick trué to the underground thrash/metal sound. Even so, 
there are some melons on this disc. It’s good but some songs 
are so bad, they make me shiver. 


Bad Brains “Omega Sessions” Victory Records Yet an- 
other old récording from 1980 hashed up in this five song ep. 
If you like the Bad Brains, you know what to expect. Quality- 
wise, it's like the ROIR sessions. But it’s not as good as the 
Black Dots album: T'don't know, Tike it. 


Scorn “Zander” Invisible Records | believe this is the last 
Scorn release. Totally cool and mellow experimental ambi- 
ent dub from Mick Harris (ex-Napalm Death drummer). This 
shit is rad. It ain't metal or hardcore, but it's still good. 


Delta-9 “Disco Inferno” Earache What can | say? This is 
some kickass'fucked’up'gabber: For those who don't know, 
gabber is super fast and heavy techno. Some call it hardcore 
techno or even (I. guess) digital hardcore... but | prefer to call 
it by it's real name. Tons of fucked up samples, fast and 
heavy beats...and even some experimental shit thrown in as 
well. Excellent. 


Johnny Violent “Shocker” 2xCD Earache Another great 
gabber release. | believe Johnny Violent used to be (or is) 
Ultraviolence but this is far different from the Ultraviolence 
releases. It's heavier and faster, much faster. There are some 
Ultraviolence songs redone on this that are fuckin’ great. The 


second CD is a.35 min dj mix of the first CD that is totally 


incredible. 


Curtis Mayfield “Super Fly” 2xCD Rhino OK, so this isn’t 
grindcore, but it still fuckin’ rules. Not only does this have the 
original album released in the 70’s, but it also has a second 
disc with demo tracks and alternate takes of the songs. The 
second CD is just straight up raw funk that totally kills the 
Official release. Get this. 


Dismember “Misanthropic” Nuclear Blast America A five 
song ep from these death metal dinosaurs. What can | say? 
| was actually not disappointed by this release. The tracks 
are brutal with a touch of what Dismember used to sound 
like. | like this. 


Dr. Octagon “Dr. Octogonecologist” Dreamworks/Bulk 
Recordings Experimental hip-hop at it’s finest. Dr. Octogon 
(Kool Keith/UMC’s) dishes out the smoothest rhymes and 
the most laid-back rhythms. Definitely worth picking up. He 
pays homage to Autopsy, Gorefest, and Spazz in “I’m De- 
structive”. 


Entombed “To Ride, Shoot Straight and Speak the Truth” 
Threeman Recordings Boring metal. What happened to the 
old days? They used to be a pretty good death metal band, 
but now it’s just too uninspired for my tastes. 


Old Grandad til 


“OGD EP/San 
Fran666co 
Bootleg” Hec- 
tic Records/ 
PO Box 
401122/San 
Francisco, CA 
94140-1122 
Straight up old 
school metal & $ : 
from these Bay PR wap 
Area grinders. : " 
Alot more energetic and more varied than their debut release. 
This is very good shit. 


No Comment “Live!” bootleg A booted cassette of what | 
assume to be Gilman shows. Raging fast hardcore that is of 
OK quality. If you are a fan of No Comment, you would dig 
this. 


Mommy Mustn’t Know pt. 2 (compilation) Dagger Tapes/ 
p.o. box 380152/E. Hartford, CT 06138-0152 An excellent 


comp of underground Death Metal bands. Includes bands 
such as Infamy, Exhumed, Christ Driver, Scattered Rem- 
nants, Pyrexia, Entropy, etc. 


Cemetary Earth vol. 1 (compilation) c/o Allen and Ingrid/ 
25 Larkspur Ave./Daly City, CA 94015 An excellent 
hardcore comp from a promising new label in the Bay Area. 
Includes the likes of Charles Bronson, Capitalist Casualties, 
Cathy Ames, Feces Munchers, Godstomper, The Masked 
Men, and many many more. 


Abstain “Superiority Complex” Jay F/19331 Stefani Ave./ 
Cerritos, CA 90703 A fine Southem Califomia hardcore band 
puts out a mediocre demo. The music on this has potential, 
but it’s not quite polished. | would recommend their 3" CD on 
PEFE. Now that kicks some fuckin’ ass. 


Pantalones Abajo Marinero “Ultimos Capitulos” 11200 
Creek View Lane/Champlin, MN 55316 Holy shit. What can 
| say? This is fuckin’ brutal as all fuck. Super fast and heavy 
noise/grind with some crazy vocals. Pick this up because it 
is far beyond superiority. 


Entropy “World of Disgust” Entropy/PO Box 745/ 
Brookline, NH 03033 Fuckin’ incredible midpaced grind. | 
like this. Lots of old school touches, great riffs and vocals. 
This is good. 

Black Army Jacket s/t c/o Andrew Orlando/PO Box 
790366/Middle Village, NY 11379-0366 Great hardcore/ 
grind from New York. This shit rules. This band has put out 
all sorts of shit since this. 


Hellshit “Double Ass Piledriver” Ted Osterberg/ 
Skoguaktareg. 13/546 31 Karlsborg/Sweden/0505/12964 
Mid-paced old school metal bordering grind. This is actually 
pretty weird stuff. It’s metal but it’s not, it’s grind but it’s not. 
It's somewhere in between with some hc elements. 


Bastards s/t (no need for an address) Shit, this is the lam- 
est excuse for a punk band. Weakass vocals as well as some 
pretty basic and uncreative riffs. 


Infectious Garage Disease “Demo 97” PO Box 417687/ 
Sacramento, CA 95841-7687 Old school hardcore/thrash. 
Goofyass lyrics, old school metallic riffs and solos... some- 
what listenable but gets boring after a while. 


DORCAMING FOR SATAN ! 


Black Mayonnaise “Collection 1992-1994” Mike Duncan/ 
3600 Gilchrist Rd/Apt. C/Mogadore, OH 44260-1210 A 
collection of stuff done from 92 to 94. Brutal, brutal sludge 
with some insane gutteral vocals. Very little metal aspect to 
this. It’s hard to describe, it's a bit ambient with industrial 
overtones and some evil sounding vocals. In other words, 
this thing destroys! 


Disability Recovery Project/The Person Inside of Regan 
(split tape) 4309 Bellevue Ave./Austin, Texas 78756 | Don't 
know if this address is valid, but you can give it a try. Or if it 
doesn't work you can write directly to me. The Person Inside 
of Regan is some good quality noisecore. Brutal riffs with 
some blazing songs. Disability Recovery Project is some 
erratic keyboard 4-track chaos. 


Hey! My band is on this comp! Cesspool Records A multi- 
band comp ranging from punk to hardcore to grind and more. 
Seriously, | think there are about 20+ bands on this thing. 
Gasp, Utter Bastard, Boy in Love, Corprophillia, etc. 


The Earwigs “Conqueror of Earth” Xenomorph/1504 s. 
Lincoln #1/Spokane, WA 99203 Seriously fucked up sound- 
ing noise from the Earwigs. | like this alot. There’s alot more 
variety, changes and different techniques (it seems like) used 
to make this stand out from all the other bands. It’s fairly lo-fi 
too... which is how noise should be. 


The Second Coming “Shitfest 97” Xenomorph More crazy 
noise. This is brutal and wacked out beyond belief. Good 
shit. 


Ruido Para Tus Oidos (comp) No Weak Shit Records/ 
143 E. Bernard/Clute, TX.77531 An excellent grind/gore/ 
noisecore comp from Texas. Check out the list of bands on 
this: Carcass Grinder, Global Holocaust, Feces Munchers, 
Hypo-Christians, The Autistic String Ensemble, Liquified 
Maggots, Agathocles, ChupaCabra, Captain 3 Leg, The Per- 
son Inside of Regan, and more! 


DEATH 
HAI 


¢ FIRST FULL LENGTH LIVE ALBUM 
¢ CD IN STORES JANUARY 27TH 


IMPORTED FROM JAPAN 


CLEGT KI GeSUMMK 


Electric Summer joins the Soda Jerk Family and... 


THE SEWER COMPANY 


we can't sit still! 


NEW ELECTRIC SUMMER CD, PRODUCED BY BILL STEVENSON 
send cash, check or money order 
for $8, ($9 CAN, $10 WORLD } to: 


Former members of: 
North American Bison, Jesters of Chaos, The Black Nasty 


Soda Jerk Records 
P.O. Box 4056 
Boulder, CO 80306 


Debut 7” , 500 made, hand numbered: 
$3.00 / $2.00 ea. if ordering more than 1 
6-song Demo Tapes : $3.00 
'!!FREE sticker with orders!!! 


All transactions to be done via: 
US FUND ppd Money Orders ONLY 
payable to: TODD FERKINGSTAD 


SUITE #221 
2701 California Ave. S.W. 
Seattle, WA 98116 


al 
email: ton@alt.net 
webpage: http:/Awww.alt.net/~tbn/sewer.html 


At the Drive-In CDEP 


Dynamite Boy CD C 4 
"Codename:Spivey” "Hell is Other People” "El Gran Orgo : Sy Uncles 

‘ight, melodic and crunchy, hands ‘catchy power-pop-punk among ‘powerful and intense emotional ‘all fuckin’ right, fast pop-punk with 
down, the best punk CD | have this genre's elite: an enjoyable hardcore with a fresher sound tence Dee be de dearest 
heard in ions. | command you to listen, indeed" —__-Punk Planet -Jersey Beat Ae ey it should bet MRR ; 


buy this’ -Punk Planet 


© 

; $10 6D 
2 $7 CDEP 
2 3 EP 

E pre overseas add $2 bucks 
a Cletus 7" Lick 57’s 7" Chigliaks 7" cash or money order only 


coming soon: Horace Pinker GD/LP Alligator Gun CO 
Three Years Down CDEP Chigliaks CD Self CD 
At the Drive-in cD NRA CD 
“Access Amsterdam” 


CARGS Gees. 
REC “melodic punk with catchy choruses, 
0 ¢ ica 0 | GRPS progressive melodies, and an overall 
| energic feel. Recommended’ -MAR 


distributed through 


THE 4-SQUARES/TOUCAN SLAM Doin’ Snuff With Roy 
Scherer 7” (Quincy Shanks/Shazam) | really did not care for 
this at all. | listened to the damn thing too many times and 
can only say that they can play their instruments well but | 
don’t care for the end result. The 4-Squares did a better job 
than Toucan Slam. —scott 


50 MILLION UR2Punk4Me 7” (Probe) Kind of a strange re- 
lease here, as the A and B sides sound like they could have 
been recorded by two entirely different bands. The A-side is 
a pleasant little distorted indie/punk tune about sleepovers, 
pillow fights, etc., where the flip is a lot heavier, gritty post- 
HC with some interesting tempo changes. | guess this single 
is OK, but | doubt that | will listen to it very often, if ever. 
Probe fanzine is fantastic, quite possibly the best one out 
there (besides 10 Things OF COURSE!), but Probe Records 
doesn’t tend to fare quite as well, the releases thus far have 
been sorta inconsistent. Oh yeah, and | bought the Lost Goat 
7” on Alternative Tentacles cuz Kris from the Probe plugged 
‘em in the last issue, and | don’t really like that single, either. 
| could also complain about the lack of nudity on the front 
cover of this 7”, but | bet that both Aaron and the bands on 
his label are pretty fucking sick of hearing about it by now. - 
Ken 


764-HERO We're Solids CD (Suicide Squeeze) Good me- 
lodic noise. Makes me want to see them live. —J. Ingrate 


AGAINST ALL AUTHORITY All Fall Down CD (Hopeless) 
AAA are one of my favorite ska-punk bands, simply because 
they are truly part hardcore and have anarchist/political lyrics 
instead of singing about girls and trivial crap like most ska 
bands. On their new release they are throwing in a few more 
nods to old school ska, which puts them dangerously close 
to sounding like a lot of other crappy ska-punk bands, except 
they still have their trademark harsh punk vocals and political 
lyrics. It's like they are at the crossing point, do they want to 
keep it punk with limited appeal or test the waters of popular- 
ity by softening their sound? Let’s hope they keep it heavy, 
it’s really the only way this band is good, the last thing we 
need is one more ska-pop-punk band. | like this album, but | 
think their first album was better. -dan 


AIN'T If It’s Illegal To Rock ‘N’ Roll, Then Throw My Ass In 
Jail CD (Gluttony Productions) | personally liked this a lot, it’s 
extremely reminiscent of the Gits, especially in frontwoman 
Laurian’s vox, though not quite holding on to the powerful 
rawness of Mia Zapata's voice and of the Gits’ music. Good 
music and the CD has an awesome title (rocknfuckingroll!!) - 
Tori 


ALL/JUDGE NOTHING split 7” (Thick) A band on hiatus (All) 
and a band that broke up (Judge Nothing) put out a strange 
split. The coolest part is it's a picture disk with two Coop- 
esqe curvy women posing in ridiculous poses (like a cheer- 
leader holding her legs up showing her panties). All covers 
Kenny Rogers’ “Ruby”, why | don’t know, they don’t do any- 
thing interesting with it. Judge Nothing go one worse, cover- 
ing the Statler Brothers’ “Flowers”. Yuck, bad 70’s songs done 
legit, they aren't making as much fun of these songs as they 
should be. —dan 


AMERICAN STEEL CD (New Disorder) It would be impos- 
sible not to bring up the Rancid comparison when listening to 
American Steel. They play melodic old school punk with sing- 
alongs and occasional ska beats, and while the vocals are 
really rough a unique, the songs sound just like Rancid songs. 
(But | still like Rancid and | do like this too). -dan 


ANGER Juvenile Anthems CD (Black Pumpkin) Well played BETTY’S LOVE CHILD/RINGWURM split 7” (Probe) BLC 
punk/hardcore from the East coast. Cynical lyrics that are sound like a bastard child of Fifteen and NOFX. But unlike 
intelligent on most of the songs. L.I.S.A. is a very cheesy the majority of unoriginal copycat skate rock bands in the 


ballad that had me cracking up. The cover of Working Man 
was fucking cool. 21 songs in 45 minutes is always a good 
thing. | had fun listening to this and so will you unless you're 
an idiot. Recommended. —Carol 


ASTEROID B-612 All New Hits CD (Lance Rock) Hard-edged 
Australian rock and roll. This is the stuff that hard rock radio 
should be playing non-stop, all heavy riffs and testosterone, 
with nary a power ballad in sight. Well, save for the closer, 
“Undertow,” which has all the emotive vocals, weepy solos 
and tempo of a traditional power ballad, but none of the maud- 
lin aftertaste. Think Stooges, MC5, old Stones and you'll be 
in the right vein. -Naomi 


AT THE DRIVE-IN El Gran Orgo CD (Off Time) Sweet Mary 
Mother of God! | did a jig of joy when | opened my record-box 
and saw this one awaiting me. These guys played a fundraiser 
with Alvin George and thee Gutmonkees (two of my favorite 
bands ever) and it was one of the most triumphant things | 
ever did see. They really put on a show and got into their 
music, even if it was outdoors, in the dirt, at 110 degrees, 
while dressed entirely in black. The band sees a sense of 
harmony they lacked on previous records and | dare say that 
it is the best stuff they have released. More personal lyrics 
with few cliches and an emoey-hardcorish-punk sound. Kinda 
hard to define, but definitely worth checking out. Even if you 
don't like the recorded stuff, | wouldn’t pass them up if they 
played live. -Ryan 


AVAIL/ YOUNG PIONEERS split CD ep (Lookout) Two great 


bands unite to orchestrate and preside over “The Fall of Rich- I 


mond.” The Avail portion features one melodic hardcore gem 
(New # 2), one acoustic number (Lombardy St) and the CD 
version features a Billy Joel cover (You May Be Right). The 
Young Pioneers side is equal parts rock and roll and ca- 
cophony, with a bit of harmonica thrown in as well. With the 
exception of the wandering rock number Great White Hope 
(version), which doesn’t appear on the 7", the Young Pio- 
neers turn in another solid effort as well. -Josh B. 


THE B MOVIE RATS Killer Woman LP (Dead Beat) Guitar 
heavy and rawer version of the New Bomb Turks, with rock 
groove, but still pretty fast due to some fast punk drumming. 


Pretty cool when they aren’t wankin’ off on their guitars too i 


much. -dan 


BAD GENES Falafel In Kruezberg CD (OX) | really like the 
Bad Genes 7” | have, but this album is a little too guitar-laden 
and rock (and ska) for me. | can tell it’s all in the mix, but 
dammit | really like the earlier versions of songs like City On 
Fire. This is a live in the studio album and that probably has 
something to do with it, someone let the guitar player off his 
leash and let him gave him a little too much leeway. (You 
have to keep them chained up and remind them to avoid 
wankin’ and jammin’.) —dan 


THE BAR FEEDERS/HUMAN BEANS split 7" (Probe 
Records) With the high cost of putting out 7" these days, splits 
seem to be the wave of the future. You can tell that Aaron of 
Probe zine likes super fast punk and 8 songs for $3 is a steal. 
The Bar Feeders are fast and although | really like sing-songy 
punk, | didn’t really feel beer oozing from my speakers and 
that’s what | was looking for. The 5 songs by The Human 
Beans was the real winner of this one. Quick little blasts of 


punk with a great 80’s feel, something | would be into seeing ' 


live. -Meghan S 


THE BARNHILLS/ THE BEAUTYS split 7” The Barnhills play 
fast poppy punk rock with plenty of “whoa-oh” harmonies and 
some shout-along choruses, not bad at all. The Beautys’ vo- 
cals remind me of the singer of the Lunachicks, but that doesn't 
keep their songs from being mediocre punk rock. -charlie 


BARON AUTOMATIC Wayfunner CD (Dummyup) Wow! | Q 


popped this one in and was greeted by some pretty snotty 
pop-punk with rock hard abandon. However, the intensity was 
gone in later tracks, but there are still a few gems in here. 
They also follow the path of a lot of other pop-punk bands 
these days in doing the ska thing, but as usual it doesn’t quite 


E Address: 


i Webpage Address: 


H Details in 40 words or less: 


world, they actually do it well (coming from someone who 


generally doesn’t like the genre one bit, this is a huge compli- 
ment) with rough, emotional vocals and somewhat lo fi in- 
strumentation. Ringwurm pick up the other side of the sub- 
cultural carpet with dark, screamy slugecore that reminded 
me of tons of bands, from Eye Hate God to Black Sabbath to 
Dystopia. Essentially, this is a very listenable ep from two of 
San Jose’s best bands, that although nothing to tattoo on 
your forehead, is still a good listen. -Mike @ntipathy 


BLANK Many Will Play, Few Will Win 7" (Reptilian Records) 
Hey, kids! What happens when you give Eddie Vedder a 
Pe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


I PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
‘DIY CULTURE GUIDE! 


3 10 Things zine & Crash Distro are putting to- i 
gether a resource guide for the NW. This will 
i be similar to MRR’s Book Your Own Fucking i 


j Life, but it will be specific to our area and i 

two. Also photocopy this and give it to your 

hardcore/indie resources, so if your band I 
Type of listing (circle one): 

Website - Place to Crash - Restaurant i 


4 hopefully more accurate and useful to our i 
local punk community. Please help us out 
and spend a little time to send in an entry or i 
friends or stick some at the local record store : 
if you can, the more people that participate 
the better. We are really looking for punk/ 
sounds like Soundgarden don’t bother. : 
Band - Record Label - Record Store - Zine i 
Distributor - Promoter/Booker - Radio Show 

J Bar - Venue - Cooperative - Cool Hangout J 

Other: 
State or Province (circle one): 


Washington - Oregon 
Idaho - Montana 
Alaska -_ British Columbia 


E Contact Person: 


Phone Number: 


i E-Mail Address: 


Submissions may be emailed in to 
ten@u.washington.edu or mailed to: 10 


I Things, 8315 Lake City Way NE #192, Seattle [ 
J WA 98115. i 


: We will be printing 1000-2000 copies to be dis- : 


workout (even though they use some instrument | couldn't j tributed free in person or for $1 by mail. To fund j 


honestly identify). One of those albums that has a REALLY 
good 7" buried in it. -Ryan 


this we will take ads, the more ads we get, the i 
more copies we will print. Business card sized 


BEATNIK TERMITES Live At The Orifice! CD (Clearview/ J ads are $10 each. All submissions and ads must 


Skull Duggery) For a live recording, this is about as clean as j 


i included in this useful resource guide to the 


they come. The thing that sets this band apart from a zillion 
poppy Ramonsey bands is the vocals, the singer has an al- 
most creepy low-key whine that | really like. So while the 
music doesn’t blow me, the vocals kinda make it work, even 
if all they sing is sappy love songs. —dan 


be sent in by May 30" to be included. Send one : 
in today so you don’t forget, you will be bummed 
out if your project or favorite place to go isn’t g 


Northwest. i 


Spock? You get... BLANK! As David Smith would say, “Holy- 
Thighcream, Batman- it’s pop-emo!” And what IS pop-emo, 
kids? It's called GRUNGE! And this isn’t even GOOD grunge! 
Let Blank fade away, and go listen to your old Mudhoney 
records instead. -SidSpx 


THE BOILS/THE GOONS split 7” (Torque) The Boils play 
great fast 80’s punk, like a more street punk, less polished 
version of Good Riddance. They have a great energy going 
on in their songs, I'd love to hear a full length album by them, 
all 3 songs here smoke. The Goons have a warbly voiced 
singer that reminds me of the singer from the Dicks, their 
side is OK, but not near as great as the Boils, so | don't find 
myself flipping this too much. —dan 


THE BOMB BASSETS Take a Trip With... CD (Lookout) This 
is so sweet that it makes me want to cry. Bubblegum pop- 
punk with members of Sweet Baby, the Hi-Fives, MTX, etc. 
It’s just perfect. Awww, | love the Bomb Bassets. They can 
do nowrong. Cute, cute, sweet songs. Awww. Yeah, it’s wussy 
but it’s soooo00000 sweet. Genetically engineered to appeal 
to girls. Yep. -Naomi 


BORIS/TOMSK-7 split 7” (Bovine) Yet another resurrection 
of sludgecore from the folks at Bovine with another interna- 
tional split ep. The land of the rising sun’s own Boris are heavy 
heavy heavy, with an almost Grief-like slow power maul to 
them. AZ’s Tomsk-7 avoid the traditional power violence pit- 
fall by throwing fast bursts of screamy hardcore in with slow 
chugga chugga parts, tempo changes that go from fast grindy 
death metal to trippy discordant noise, all the while keeping it 
dark and heavy. Allin all, neither band pull off anything really 
revolutionary, but both execute their chaotic tunes with a good 
deal of brutal finesse. -Mike @ntipathy 


THE BOSS MARTIANS The Intoxicating Sounds of... 7” What 
can | say, it’s all surf music to me. On the plus side, the one 
song with vocals gives you a cocktail recipe. While this surf 
music is done well and with an obvious love for the genre, 
there isn’t anything that makes this stand out from the tons of 
surf instro out there. -charlie 


THE BOUNCING SOULS CD (Epitaph) | think this is better 
than their last LP, there is a good 70’s Brit-punk feel to this 
whole album, from the almost Oi! songs to the melodic pop. 
This is a diverse bunch of tunes, and it sounds like the band 
really played around recording this, adding in some goofy 
talk overs to a few songs. 
Shelve next to the Swingin’ 
Utters. -dan 


BRAND NEW UNIT 
Diddley Squat CD (Cre- 
ative Man) | had never 
heard of this band ‘til this 
album and | was really into 
it. With songs like “Live to 
See Another Day” and “Lay 
Down and Die”, how could 
one go wrong? They re- " 
minded me of DBS, but 4 
they don’t really sound like i 
them, it’s just that they too 
are from Vancouver, B.C. | 
would say buy this for 
$9.99, don’t go too much} 
more than that, because 
you may find that you have 
heard their sound somewhere, nothing too new, a mix of Or- 
ange County punk rock and that Vancouver sound. -Nick B- 
ham 


| was hoping this was the band Diddley Squat but that was 
just the name of the tape. Melodic punky hardcore along the 
lines of early Screw 32, but not enough to sound the same. 
An abundance of energy and the fucked up little things done 
with guitars make for a great tape. | bet they put on a mean 
live show that would be great as long as there was not a pit 
full of angry buff guys who think moshing = fighting. If you are 
a fighting angry buff guy then stay at the gym when they come 
to town. —scott 


BRAZIL 2001 Fist Full of Sand (B2K1) There are reasons 
surf bands generally don’t have singers. Hey, here’s one. 
The instro stuff is okay, but when the singing starts there’s a 
vibe that can best be described as irritating. A wee bit more 
Californian than the Dead Milkmen, but you get the idea. - 
Naomi 


BREACH It’s Me God CD (Burning Heart) This disc’s artsy 
packaging threw me a bit; the music is brawny and brutal, in 
the same boat as the Unsane. Breach don’t cover a lot of 
territory sonically but they sure do rock. —brian 


RECORDS 


What is it about Sweden that 
breeds so many angry and evil 
bands? Still, I'll put money down 
on a Swedish band before any 
of their American counterparts. 
They’ve got their shit down! 
Breach is no exception to the 
rule. Laying down a sound that 
rests somewhere between Neu- 
rosis and Bloodlet (especially in 
the vocal department), Breach 
churn out some truly ugly noise 
that doesn’t get stale or monoto- 
nous after several songs. My 
only complaint is that unlike Neu- 
rosis, these guys can't pull off the 
long musical intros. If a band 
plays more than two riffs before 
the vocals come in| start getting 
annoyed. Other than that, this is 
a strong release worthy of your 
attention. —Brian C. 


BURN IT DOWN Burn it Down 
CD (Uprising) It reminds me of 
stuff like Nineironspitfire and Un- 
dertow to a degree. Can't quite 
figure out the quotes in the in- 
sert. They are overtly religious, 
but the lyrics are not very reli- 
gious, so it is sort of cool. Good 
album, | hope to hear more than 
the four songs that are on the 
CD. —J. Ingrate 


BYK | Don’t Mind CD (Wiki Wiki 
Wacky) Hawaiian popcore! Bub- 
bly bass, chunky power pop gui- 
tar, solid drumming. Something 
about the production on the vo- 
cals reminds me of the eighties, 
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www.blackpumpkin.com 


17 NEW SONGS FROM PUNK VETERANS FLATUS. 


“ a catchy descendents meet the ramones.” 
---INSIDE LOUD 


“Catchy punk stuff. can’t get enough.” sau epan voice 


“As nard as Bad Religion with much better lyrics.” 


---AQUARIAN 
slick and vaguely echoey. Lay off 


BLACK PUMPKIN - PO BOX 4377 - RIVER EDGE, NJ - 07661-4377 USA 
the politics (and hardcore impe- 


tus), bring on the horn section more often and there’s a sure- them, but isn’t that prevalent on the record. | couldn't think of 
fire hit for the kids. -Naomi a band that sounds like them, so | am giving them a good 


grade in the creativity department, and how many bands these 
oo CALVIN KRIME Dress For The Future CD (AmRep) days can you say that about? -Nick B-ham 


f= Noisy-ass guitars that we've come to expect from : : : —— 

AmRep, though not in the quality of previous bands CLETUS 4-song 7” EP (Offtime) Ain’t nothing in the world 
and releases. The first time a listened to this | hated like cute punk boys singing with whiny sincerity. Aww geez, 
it. The second time | could listen to the whole thing. | you'd really think I’d grow out of this, but they're so darned 
usually love AmRep releases but all | can say is that cute! Cletus= Superchunk + Sicko = head-bobbing sweet- 


this one is tolerable. —Carol ness. -Naomi 


4 THE CANDY SNATCHERS Dead 7” (Centless) The CONVERGE Petitioning The Empty Sky CD (Equal Vision) 
‘x Candy Snatchers seem to bee the band of the hour The screamy hardcore parts are fun, but their slower songs 
these days, and for good reason, they kick out the and sung vocals sound like Jane’s Addiction. They also have 
jams. The vocals are a little like Rick Simms’, kinda SoMe metal riffs completely ripped off from 80’s metal bands 
S4 high with a slight metal inflection, and the music is like all the other dime-a-dozen “hardcore” bands that aren't 


tek fast guitar heavy garage rock with a big nod to 70’s 
Phy punk. All 3 songs here don’t let up, they keep it fast 
e—_ and fun. —dan 


THE CARTELLS Kingpin CD (Outlaw) The guys look 
pretty cheesy on the back cover photo, but | figured 
#2 what the hey, there’s a picture of a car on the front, 

so | should give it a chance, anyway. Glad | did, too, 
cuz this smokes! Some of the songs have a slower retro 
greaser punk feel to ‘em, complete with insanely catchy cho- 
ruses, while the rest is faster 77-via-97 punk/HC with insanely 
catchy choruses! | think I’ve gotta hunt down the rest of these 
guys’ output now. Oh yeah, did | mention the choruses, and 
how they're insanely catchy? My pick o’ the issue, for what- 
ever that’s worth. -Ken 


CHEATER SLICKS Forgive Thee 2xCD (In The Red) Like all 
the feelings that inspire (and are inspired by) great rock n’ 
roll, the Cheater Slicks’ music is raw, wild, primitive, and sel- 
dom pretty. Forgive Thee is an hour and a half of pure rock n’ 
roll extract, good for what ails ya’. This album has both ends 
of the Cheater Slicks experience and all points in between, 


Live In The USA 1997 7” 
I picked this up at the second Stratford Merce- 
naries show in Seattle. It's a live recording, so 


from totally chaotic noise and feedback barely hanging onto 
a bucking backbeat to old-style white-boy R&B that puts a 
tear in your beer. | dig it and so should you. -charlie 


CHIGLIAKS 7" (Offtime) This band is a new one for me. | 
would pay about 25 cents an inch for this one, look for it on 
the bargain rack at Fallout, it was pretty good. A really driving 
bass player, so that is a plus. | didn’t enjoy the female singer, 
her voice was kinda like listening to Cibo Matto, that Japa- 
nese band. | would say that the only time she sounded real 
good was when there was a backup singer, that works for 


the vocals are a bit week, but it's much better 
than the bootleg I got from one of their SF 
shows. What's there to say about the band? It's 
Steve Ignorant from Crass singing and people 
from a bunch of great UK punk bands, and this 
ain't no Chumbawumba pop, it's guitar driven, 
rough vocals, and political. It's great to hear the 
songs we rocked out too live again, but after the 
live experience, this pales in comparison. -dan 


hardcore at all. Hell, they would rather be glam metal assholes 
than a fucking punk band, all they need is long hair. —-dan 


THE COUNTDOWNS Right On Sound CD (Scooch Pooch) 
Another Tim Kerr-produced album for all you garage rockers 
to jump on. Grubby, bare-bones stuff with an overcharged, 
excitable drumbeat and occasional clear bursts of pop good- 
ness. Got to love the crazy drummer, though... like some Keith 
Moon star trip action shining through from the backside of a 
solid, steady garage punk trio. Not to forget the bubbly bass 
and screechy guitar and howling vocals, but the drums are 
pushed up front here. The guest B-3 on “Activate Her” slith- 
ers into the spotlight for a bit. Mmm, sweaty. Right on sound, 
indeed. -Naomi 


THE COUNTDOWNS 7” (Scooch Pooch) More superb re- 
minders of soul, sex, Bo Diddley’s scooter album jacket and 
Fireworks (the group) all on the colorful picture sleeve. Two 
exciting and fast songs about the frenzy of exploding love. 
The Suicide cover on the flip has a slight echo & the distorted 
vocals give the rockabilly rave a new bent. He can bop those 
lyrics as he sings, “Juke Box Baby, uh huh” over and over 
again. Are they this much fun live? Come North young men 
and we'll see. — Nobodyman 


CRAW Map, Monitor, Surge CD (Cambodia Recordings) 
Craw = crap. The closest | can describe it to is wanna be 
emo, trying to be something else. —J. Ingrate 


DEAD MOON Hard Wired in Lijubinana CD (Empty) Even 
though a live record usually isn’t a good place to start when 
checking out an unfamiliar band (| had never really heard 
more than a song or two by this long running Portland band), 
both the sound quality and performances on this disc are top 
notch, so | woudn’t hesitate to recommend it. A word of warn- 
ing , though: don’t buy this if you’re afraid of ROCK, cuz this 
isn’t even vaguely punk, it’s probably better described as 
stripped down 70’s style rock. Personally, | don’t have a prob- 
lem with this. By the way, has Empty ever put out a bad 
record? Given the fact that they have about a zillion releases, 
| guess they must have, but | sure can’t think of one off the 
top of my head. (Actually, |’m listening to the new Sicko CD 
for the first time as | type this, and | don’t really like it. Oh well, 
check back in about a month and it'll probably be my favorite 
record of all time or something.) -Ken 


THE DIRTYS You Should Be Sinnin’ CD (Crypt) The 35 
minute debut, recorded by the man w/his finger up the soul of 
the Michigan garage/punk scene, Mick Collins. Remember 
Mick from the Gories and then recall that Berry Gordy wrote 
“Money” - it boggles my little white mind to try gauge the ex- 
cipient influences still boiling in the creative caldron that gave 
us The Stooges, The MC5, Noodgie and Mitch Ryder. But 
the music on this reminds me of all that plus, it burns down 
the barn it was born in. They be woodsheddin’ in the punk 
garage, people. Does it all go too fast for you to understand 
what he’s singin’? The lyrics are printed on the sleeve, but be 
warned, there are secret sounds that you can only hear high 
on speed. These will transform you into a serial killer when 
you listen to these in response to peer pressure. Read the 
small print and find the “fuck you” list, how many bands do 
that, kids? Upon listen, I’m reminded of the hot parts of Henry 
Miller's “Cancer” trilogy. A direct and blunt expression of feel- 
ing and let’s not forget they 
cancelled the NW leg of © 
their recent West Coast | 
tour, too busy sinnin’ in LA? | 
After he came down off his 
trip, Dirty Bob gave this four 
out of a possible five shot- | 
gun blasts, then he put on 
the Revelators CD. — 
Nobodyman 


DISCOUNT Half Fiction CD 
(Kat) Happy, melodic, fe- 
male-led punk for happy 
sunny days or when you 
want something to pep you 
up. There are no surprises 
here, this takes off right 
where their last LP left off. 
You can still draw the Tilt 
comparisons, but | think Discount are starting to find their 
more individual sound. -dan 


THE DISMEMBERMENT PLAN What Do You Want Me to 
Say? 7" (Desoto) What can | say? | like cold beverages and 
| like this record! Have you ever tried to imagine Dave 
Matthews playing a show with Fugazi? If not, let me tell you, 
IT’S FREAKING AWESOME! Imagine this: “Emo FUNK! Funk 
INDYROCK!” Keep in mind, that’s just the first song- that’s 
BEFORE his girlfriend dies, then we get a song that’s spooky! 


It’s very quiet, their funk turns to 
funkmetal, then BOOM- there’s 
a Scooby Doo spooky music 
chorus! | know that it seems like 
this would sound awkward, but 
the Dismemberment Plan does 
it beautifully. |f you want some- 
thing that’s a little bit different, 
pick this up. It’s really cool and 
REALLY well done funky emo. 
—SidSpx 


THE DONNAS American Teen- 
age Rock ‘N’ Roll Dream (Look- 
out) Another Donnas record, 
another classic, right? Yep. 
Okay, this one is slightly slicker, 
slightly more ROCK, but it still 
has all the snotty adolescent 
charm of the stuff Dan taped for 
me because | didn’t buy the 
hype until late in the game. 
Yeah, this is the good stuff, what 
my high school life should’ve 
been like. -Naomi 


DOUBLE FUDGE Brown Brown 
Brown 7" (Ineptunes) This is 12 
fast and funky songs about food 
on a BROWN 7" with a cover 
picture of the bandmates eating 
KFC on a metro bus! What's 
phatter than that? If your motto 
is “I like short songs!”, this is 
certainly for you! It's 60s-snot- 
funkpunk with TERRIBLY off- 
key vocals, and it’s even got an 
OUTRO fer cryin out loud! Put 
down your DIY (tm) remote and 
just BUY THIS! And | got the 
cutest little note inside my copy, 
too! It says “Hey could you re- 
view this for us? Thanks Mike” 
OOOOH! | love you Mike Fudge! 
—SidSpx 


THE DRAGS Stop Rock and 
Roll CD (Estrus) Duh-nuh-nuh. 
Thwack, thwack, thwack. Yowl. 
Hey-hey-hey. Yep, here’s what 


Back in the 80's I lived with a 
woman from the Tri-Cities, 
through her I met a great bunch 
of guys that played in this little 
ol’ punk band called Christ On A 
Crutch. I had partied with Glen, 
Jerry,and Eric a few times before 
I saw them live at a party. They 
blew me the fuck away, they played 
totally tight politically oriented 
hardcore, but also played around 
doing goofy songs and covers. For 
the next few years I caught every 
show I could and slowly found all 
their releases and became a dedi- 
cated fan. Those times are long 
gone, Nate's in the Foo Fighters, 
Eric is always drumming for a 
zillion bands, Jerry had some jazz 
fusion thing going last time I saw 
him, and Glen no longer is in bands 
at all, but I will always rembember 
(and thank) Christ On A Crutch for 
being one of those bands that to- 
tally fucking did it for me. I had 
loads of great times at their 
shows, parties they played, and lis- 
tening to their records, they are 
an essential part of my punk past. 
New Red Archives recently re-re- 
leased their first LP Spread Your 
Filth (unfortunately minus the 
Jesus cover!) and a compilation of 
their EPs. Every self-respecting 
Northwest punk already has most 
of this stuff on vinyl, but if you're 
late in the game kiddies, now is 
your chance to pick it all up again. 
Or if you are like me, your vinyl 
has seen better days, now you can 
score it on CD with added samples! 
-dan 


Pix by Dan from last 
the C.0.C. show 


leans over & is submerged into tempo. Not a sound | care 


4 SIEK OF 


photo by Diona Mavis 


you like, in all its glory. Albuquerque’s finest (as far as | know) 
put out another damn good record with the sick catchiness 
you've gotten used to. Makes your voice go up an octave 
when you sing to it, swear to god. “Who’s Got The Electricity” 
is the sleeper hit. -Naomi 


DWARF BITCH Poison Gas 7” (Very Small/Meat Slap) | 
caught these guys live and they were fast and furious, they 
are from Vegas and include at least one member of Leapfrog 
Society, who played the Hellbound House a few years ago. 
This is punky hardcore that’s equal parts complicated 
geekness and metal. Pretty cool. -dan 


EIGHTBALL BREAK 
Hot Motherfucking Ac- 
tion (self-released) Their 
sound reminded me of 
the New York Dolls, ex- 
cept a lot more polished 
and sober. Overall, the 
songs sound good, but 
they sound as if they 
were holding them- 
selves back when re- 
cording. It comes off 
sounding like someone 
was pointing a large gun 
at them, demanding 
j them to record. Let’s 
& hope that future record- 
ings find them a bit more 
relaxed, they could be 
damn good, even downright dangerous. -Randy 


THE EMIRS/SIZEWELL 7" (Bluemoon) Two more groups I’ve 
never heard of from the Denver scene. The Emirs might fit in 
over at our Blue Moon open mike night. | know the x-bikers 
and wood elfs would dig the metal bass line that the vocals 
play off. The voice finally reminds me of Johnny Winter after 
| discount the Roky Erickson comparison. | played The Emirs 
songs three times and then turned the platter over for two 
doses of aggro thrash from Sizewell. There the song melody 


XT ALL 


for, but if you’re skating a half pipe, you might have this on 
the box. So once again | say | ain’t heard much comin’ out of 
Denver that’s impressed me. -Nobodyman 


ERASE TODAY London, New York, The World? 7" (Cargo) 
Side one is okay. It sounds like Amphetamine Reptile noise 
or San Diego hate rock, except it’s really clean, like they’re 
Music Tech grads playing Jackson guitars and bombarding 
themselves with Megadeth and Korn on their spare time. Side 
two is even worse, it sounds like really bad 80’s hard rock. - 
Daveck 


FACE TO FACE Live CD (Vagrant) A slew of pop punk by 
Face to Face live and actually recorded crystal clear. The 
songs are all basic punk rock length (2 to 3.5 minutes a pop), 
with major focus on social issues, and, what I’ve always had 
a hard time defining in punk lyrics, but want to call self-es- 
teem issues. Meaning lyrics like “do you need a push’, “I’m 
not afraid”, or “will | find a way”, backed up with very harmo- 
nizing ohh’s and ahh’s for the bonus confidence builder. They 
seem to usually use a rock and roll tempo that reminds me of 
Bob Seger or The Boss. | would have to say the same about 
Trever Keith's vocal style, but the band can still produce that 
clean power pop sound they're going for. They definitely use 
their rockness to their advantage by doing a virtually flawless 
Social Distortion cover. When it’s good, | hear a band that 
sounds a little like Pegboy, if you want a comparison? Lyric 
content hits a bullseye with Seven Seconds, in fact, | might 
blindly characterize Face to Face as a straight edge band 
without knowing any better. Overall, it seems that Face to 
Face try to be a relatively fun and socially conscious band 
with a deep emotional side, just ready to jump out and grab a 
tear then surprise you with an upbeat power pop song forc- 
ing you to run out and dance like the Saturday Night Live 
cheerleaders. -Daveck 


FAT DAY Burega LP (100% Breakfast) Fat Day continue to 
unleash blazing fast spazcore anthems. These are those 
nerdy gamer geek kids gone wrong, instead of playing Magic 
they play hardcore. The singer is at times a ringer for that 
spaz from the Crucifucks and the band adds in samples, noise, 
and nonsense like arty hardcore geeks out of control. Did 


you spend your childhood watching Planet of the Apes and 
playing D&D, then find punk as some refuge for your lost and 
confused soul? If so, Fat Day may be just the band you are 
looking for. -dan 


FINAL CONFLICT Rebirth CD (Tackle Box) Final Conflict are 
one of those bands that always defined hardcore to me, with 
their great fast metallic punk political songs and driving un- 
derlying energy, they were one of the better 80’s punk bands. 
This album is not near as fantastic as their first LP, which 
blew my mind and | still listen to it fairly often today. But, this 
is still pretty fucking good, glad to see they still have some- 
thing going. —-dan 


THE FIXTURES Dangerous Music Defect CD (Know) Great 
hardcore punk guitars on the intro song, but the vocals kick 
in on the next song (and the rest of the album) and ruin it for 
me. The guy sings like a metal singer, hanging on to some 
words and doing the opera-like throat wobble. The vocals 
are also mixed too high. | think they are going for an early 
punk new wave sound in the vocals and it just isn’t working. 
-dan 


FLATUS Aural Fixations CD (Black Pumpkin) Boy was | sur- 
prised on this album. The cover looks like a rave flier so I’m 
thinkin’ “Cool Techno,” then | open up this up and look at the 
band members and | say “Rad they're metal” (the drummer 
looks like the son of GG Allin and Dimebag Darrell) so | spin 
the disc and what do | hear... countrified pop-punk, NOOO! 
Actually this album is OK, | was just a little disappointed. The 
-song “Budget Beer’ is worth a few listens with it’s nod to Pabst 
Blue Ribbon “Red white and Blue is my favorite Brew’... de- 
cent release. -Jed 


THE FLIESWATTERS It’s Bill’s Fault! 7” (Woodland Con- 
nection) | liked this one a lot, except for the vox on a couple 
of the songs. Fast and pretty hard, with great lyrics that are 
pretty in depth and emotional on a few of the songs yet still 
hard and, well, pretty damn good. The vox somewhat remind 
me of Toxic Narcotic, except with a ton more variation, if that 
gives you any idea at all as to the sound. -Tori 


FLIGHT 800/NOISOME FAUGH split 7” (Records... Not Ex- 
cuses) Noisome Faugh, the now defunct Seattle band, starts 
things off with a heavy fucking song, it opens up with one of 
those long Nausea intros, and then kicks into sludgy grindcore 
with male and female vocals. | only saw them once, but this 
sounds a lot like they did live, which is pretty cool. They have 
a few more songs, the only thing that would have been better 
would have been a nicer recording. You have probably seen 
Flight 800 if you live in the Seattle area, but if not, they are in 
the same vein as Noisome Faugh, playing fast dark grindcore, 
with dual male vocals. | like ‘em, but | can’t tell what the hell 
they are singing. | guess that’s what lyric sheets are for. -dan 


THE FORCE | Don’t Like You Either CD (Spider Club Music) 
Great punk rock, that’s all there is to it. Awesome screamed 
vocals, good production, but not over-produced, good lyrics, 
and good speed and energy. Some hints of bands like Good 
Riddance, but they definitely have their own sound. —dan 


FORMULA ONE Crash and Burn CD (Ransom Note Record- 
ings) “You guys ARE crazy, man! Ya'll are all ‘woo hoo’ n 
shit!” While | don’t really understand why the first track be- 
gins with someone saying this, it’s a DAMN GOOD DESCRIP- 
TION. Formula One is one of the tightest sk8 punk bands I've 
ever heard and they RULE! THEY ROCK DAMN YOU - 
SidSpx 


THE FOSTERS 7" (KAT records) This bands sounds like old 
Green Day with dual male/female vocals. The core of the 


SPENT IDOLS/DEAD END KIDS 
Split 12” (Re-Run Records) 


Fosters is a husband/wife team and they create lots of poppy, 
cute love songs. There’s nothing original about this band, but 
I’m a sucker for pop-punk so | liked this 7". — jessica 


THE FRANTICS Downtown Delirium 7" (Mutant Pop) Fast 
paced pop-punk with a slightly snotty edge to it. Not bad at 
all. If you really love this kinda of music then this is 7 inches 
of lovin’ that your record player will be horny for. —scott 


FROSTED/GOMEZ split 7” (Scooch Pooch) This is kind of a 
tribute record. Well, Gomez, the late (recently) Austin power- 
pop-punk kings turn in “Mr. George” which was standard fare 
for them until | realized that it was a nose-thumbing at George 
Lucas for not getting the Star Wars prequel out yet. So really, 
it's kind of completing the Gomez chain of events and makes 
sense for their last release. Frosted’s “Outerlimitrad” is a little 
slice of sugary (are you surprised?) power pop that reveals a 
deep-seated obsession for Space Ghost. | like to imagine 
Jane Wiedlin, ageless as ever, clutching her Silverjet to her 
as she squeaks out an ode to her foxy space hero. Fast- 
backs fans should be running out and buying any Frosted 
stuff they can. Now. —Naomi 


THE FROWNIES Amateur Dramatics for Professional Los- 
ers CD (Farewell Records) Aww yeah, this is pop-punk from 
hardcore kids and it’s goooooood. It’s got melody, it’s got 
style, and it’s got the “Food Edge”! | mean, what more do 
you want in a CD? The singer even kinda sounds like the AFI 
guy! And he wrote a song about his dick taking over his brain 
and ruining his life! YES! Now THAT’S punk rock! And not 
ONLY do they say “Oi!”, but they even say, “GO! FIGHT! GO! 
FIGHT!” YEAH! And they used the line “She’s not on me be- 
cause she is online”! So buy this CD, and remember Web- 
heads, give the keyboard a rest once in a while. -SidSpx 


GNOMES OF ZURICH 33rd Degree Burns CD (AmRep) | 
believe these are former members of Janitor Joe. More low 
key than the Calvin Krime release. | like it better. But what do 
| know, probably nothing, that’s why I’m the reviewer. Good 
vocal harmonies. The music doesn’t break away from the 
standard AmRep formula. Hey what happened to Today Is 
The Day? Oh yeah the CD in the player lists 33 tracks but 14- 
32 are just 2 seconds each with no music, gee, how tricky. — 
Carol 


GODHEADSILO Share The Fantasy CD (Sub Pop) More 
fucked up shit from the last band with anything goin’ on in 
Olympia. Thankfully they don’t disappoint, this has all the 
chaos, all the calm, and all the fucked up samples and shit 
that we expect from godheadSilo. It doesn’t make sense, and 
it doesn’t follow the “traditional” punk route, but it rocks just 
the same. C’mon feel the noise. -dan 


GRAPEFRUIT A Study In Mumpishness CD (Second Guess) 
Grapefruit is about the only punk band from Hawaii that gets 
music out to the rest of the world consistently. They play 
around a bunch with their music, from pop punk to ska, witha 
few “Oi’s” and faster stuff tossed in for good measure. This is 
far too light for me, it’s too overdone and overplayed, although 
they can do it with a little flair. -dan 


THE GRAVY Hangman’s Pop (Q Division) There’s nothing 
better in this world than power pop. | have a distinct propen- 
sity for obsessing over power trios in particular. In recent 
years, there has been no band to come close to the Cavedogs 
for pulling off the proper balance of melodramatic pop songs 
with retro-psychedelic flourishes, big wanky guitar solos, and 
a self-reflexive sense of humor. Nice to know that their 
frontman, Todd Spahr, can still make music that reduces me 
to a dribbling fangirl. His new band, the Gravy, is a Boston 
trio that makes me remember why | used to like bands that 
know how to play. They have the 
punk rock impetus behind them, but 
they've been playing way too long to 
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THE CRAMPS Badsville LP (Epitaph) | think by con- 


tinuously replacing their guitar players and drum- 
mers, the Cramps manage to never sound tight. 
Thank gawd, because bluesy, lo-fi; drunken, punk 
rock, sex-driven, rockabilly music is what they do 
best, even Epitaph can’t make them sound tight or 
overproduced. This album seems to have more sex 
themes than usual, and if you were smart enough to 
pick up the LP version instead of the CD, the cover 
is a tad bit naughtier. And let's face it, the drunken 
rock naughtiness of the Cramps is what we love, it 
makes us shake our groove thing. Their brand of 
rock doesn’t hit ya in the gut, it hits ya somewhere 
lower. It’s raw, it’s rock’n’roll, and it’s all about hav- 
ing fun. Bands may come and go, but the Cramps 
have been keepin’ it up for 20 fucking years! -dan 


Wisdom 7" (Butt Waxx) Have you ever had one of those per- 
fect days? Like when you find five bucks on the ground, or 
someone real cute winks at you on the bus? A day when it 
seems like nothing could bring you down? Nothing, that is, 
except for Guaranteed Katch. This record sucks so much 
that | wouldn’t wish it on Rush Limbaugh. The music might 
be barely tolerable if you like ninth-rate metal but the vocals 
and lyrics would incite a Tibetan monk to chainsaw 
preschoolers. The band members use fake names, | would 
too if | were behind this. Avoid at all costs. —brian 


H20 Thicker than Water CD (Epitaph) | still can’t believe how 
awesome this CD is. It blew me away. Ass kicking hardcore, 
the best thing from Epitaph in years. -Maverick 


HAYMAKER LA 7" (Satellite) Anything that comes on clear 
blue vinyl can’t be all bad. Sadly, that’s the best thing | can 
say about this—the sound is kind of generic pop-metal that 
doesn’t really stand out in any way (I’m thinking Dramarama, 
but not as distinctive). -Chris F. 


HERETICAL RESPONSE Envision 7” (Goat Lord) Angry and 
aggressive hardcore punk with a definite metal edge, which 
rocked, but unfortunately wasn’t kind on my garage sale ste- 
reo speakers | have down in the 10 Things zine headquar- 
ters (otherwise known as “the hole”). Cool! -dan 


HIS HERO IS GONE Monuments To Thieves CD (Pranks) 
Heavy and brutal speaker rattling music, with a little more 
power than their previous releases. His Hero Is Gone is great 
because they float along the realms of crust, hardcore, 
grindcore, and death metal without ever touching down in 
any place for too long. While their songs may be brutal and 
fast or slow and grinding, they all carry the same edgy en- 
ergy. This album fucking rules, if | had a bad English metal 
accent I’d say “It’s fuckin’ brutal”. -dan 


THE HIVES Barely Legal CD (Burning Heart) Sweden’s an- 


play like they don’t know how to 
play... or to be afraid of being labeled 
studio geeks. Today’s punk kids 
might think this is too artsy, but | 
know better. -Naomi 


77 punk all the way! This is prob- 
ably a re-release from the 70’s, but 
there isn’t a lot of info enclosed. The 
Spent Idols broke up in ‘82, but re- 
formed in the 90’s, recorded and 
played live, and | think broke up 

§ again this year. Their side is pretty 
much all covers of earlier bands like 
the Heartbreakers and Cherry Va- 
nilla, but they are fun anyway and 
have a great 70’s punk feel to them. 
| don’t know much about the Dead 
End Kids, but they also have a 70’s 
punk sound goin’ on and pretty 
much rock. Why can’t bands sound 
like this today? -dan 


swer to Epitaph has their answer to the New Bomb Turks, so 
let’s throw any hint of originality out the door right off the bat. 
That aside... hell, you can’t toss that aside, the Hives play 
fast and fun garage punk just like the New Bomb Turks, there’s 
not much else to say. —dan 


GROOVIE GHOULIES Re-Anima- 

tion Festival (Lookout!) The Groovie !RONY OF LIGHTFOOT Ibex CD (Wreckage) Considering 
Ghoulies pump out more garagey Mow much I've heard about this band, all the flattering re- 
pop-punk songs with horror themes. Views and critical acclaim, | was expecting a lot more. The 
This is one of those bands that! think first listen left me really disappointed. The vocals were an- 
get progressively worse as they. "0ying, the music isn’t poppy enough to be catchy or angry 
clean up and overproduce their ough to make you want to jump around and break shit. Not 
sound more and more, they were impressed. But! gave it a second chance and | admit that it 
more fun when they were faster and Sounds a little better this time around. | hear a slight DC influ- 
more raw. Half the songs rock, it’s &Nce along with a little Torches to Rome style hardcore. It's 
just too clean and too slow. dan __ Still not moving me though. Some good lyrics, some bad ones. 

I’m just not excited dammit! —Brian C. 


GUARANTEED KATCH Crappie 
JEFF DAHL Heart Full of Snot CD (Triple X) Once upon a 


time, Jeff Dahi could do no wrong as far as | was concerned. 
You could hear the man pour his heart and soul all over his 
guitar when he played. Because of this, | was excited and 
looking forward to listening to this new release. Unfortunately, 
this newest release is so clean and polished, it sounds like 
Dahl is trying to become part of the MTV generation he ral- 
lies against on “All American Overdose”. Diehard Jeff Dahl 
fans might dig this. | didn’t. Skip it if you see it. -Randy 


JON COUGAR CONCENTRATION CAMP CD (BYO) Fuck 
yeah! This absolutely fucking rules. | was a fan of Jon Cougar’s 
earlier snotty punk releases, but here they unleash a lot more 
garage, speed, and pure fucking energy. This is the kinda 
music that makes me wanna drink, dance, fuck, fight, and 
scream along. To top it off they have a song about a Hornet, 
| had a’73 green Hornet for years, sad to say | just sold it, but 
the song made be wanna be cruisin’ in my Hornet to the punk 
show just like in the song. This gets my official p-rock stamp 
of approval, sell your sperm and get yourself a copy today. - 
dan 


JON COUGAR CONCENTRATION CAMP/ 
CIGARETTEMAN split 7” (Liquid Meat) | guess everyone 
really wants to cover “Ace of Spades”, and | love JCCC, but 


although there is potential, perhaps you caught them on tour 
with 7 Year Bitch recently? -Tori 


THE LOUDMOUTHS Gone Drinkin’ 7” (New Red Archives) 
Fuck yeah, more pissed off drinkin’, drivin’, fuckin’, and fightin’ 
classics from one of the punkest garage bands around. If you 
like shit like the Motards and the Rip-Offs, this will rock your 
booty, it’s got 4 barn burnin’ scorchers. As far as | am con- 
cerned, this band can do no wrong, they have yet to write a 
bad song. Everything they do they keep raw, raunchy, and 
rockin’. -dan 


MAN WITHOUT PLAN Commence Primary Ignition 7" 
(APKWIAB) He may not have plan, but he’s got the skills 
needed to put out three tracks of decent, high-energy pop 
punk. These Rye, NY boys also give us a punked-up but 
faithful version of Joe Jackson's “Is She Really Going With 
Him?” A definite keeper! -brian 


ME FIRST Awful Friendly CD (Broken Rekids) Me First plays 
quite good, Olympiaesque pop. They have energetic, har- 
monic vocals ala the Fastbacks, and will definitely put a smile 
on your face. An all-girl band, |’d expect that they could be 
come much more successful in the future. -Christine P. 


one contains some of the most powerful spoken word pieces 
you will ever hear in your lifetime, by political prisoner/death 
row inmate Mumia Abu-Jamal. You may have heard about 
the man, or even read his book. But to hear the man will be 
sure to move & inspire you. Also included are pieces by Alan 
Ginsberg, Assata Shakur, and Jello Biafra. Bob Dole’s con- 
demning speech against Jamal is also included. Now we come 
to Man Is the Bastard. Regretfully, I’m reminded of when Prin- 
cess Diana bought the farm. | was in Vancouver at the time, 
watching Coal do a killer set. The particular club they were 
playing at had their set split into two parts. In between the 
sets, the news spread like wildfire about Diana. Death is a 
very hard act to follow. Such is the case here. If this were a 
stand-alone Man Is the Bastard project, I'd be recommend- 
ing it right and left. Following Mumia Abu-Jamal only detracts 
any presence that they would normally have. | had to give ita 
few hours, before going back and listening to MITB. It was 
only then that their audio bulldozer really came through. So, 
to sum it up, get this CD. | cannot recommend it enough. If 
both the words and music fail to inspire you, seek profes- 
sional help. there is something seriously wrong with you. - 
Randy 


THE MUZZIES/THE GERIATRIX Split 7" (GX) Four songs of 


I've heard the cover too many times before. It reminds me of MOG STUNT TEAM 5 King of the Retards CD (Amphetamine the Geriatrix, recorded in a basement. Fast, somewhat sloppy 
the album that is all “Louie Louie” covers, that's when | first Reptile) | have no idea what a U.F.O. catcher, a devil's harp drunk punk sounding, three-chord hardcore smidgets of two 


heard Black Flag as a kid. Their cover is alright, but | like their 
other song better. Cigaretteman are a Japanese bubblegum 
pop punk band with female vocals, they sound so sweet they 
should be shot. -dan 


KING KONG Kingdom of Kong (Drag City) Indie rock hipsters 
cut loose and make happy, funny, sunshiny music. Like an 
elevator music version of the B-52’s doing the soundtrack to 
a blaxploitation flick. Demented but incredibly likeable. And 
even if you don’t like it (in which case you must be a hard- 
ened soul), it will insidiously crawl into your head at inappro- 
priate times. -Naomi 


LAZY COWGIRLS A Little Sex And Death CD (Crypt) | think 
that maybe these guys have been around a little too long. 
While the straight ahead punk n’ roll presented on this here 
CD doesn’t stray too far from the tested n’ true Lazy Cowgirl 
formula established on fine releases such as Tapping The 
Source or Radio Cowgirl (not to mention that awesome Sub 
Pop single o’ the month), something about this rubs me the 
wrong way. It seems like | SHOULD like this, but somehow | 
just don't. It’s too clean, too produced, and none of the songs 
really stick in my head the way a good punk tune should. | 
don’t like the backup vocals, either. Plus the lyrics cross that 
line between silly-in-a-cool-rock-n’-roll-sorta-way and just plain 
cheesy once too often for comfort. For the record, though, | 
gotta say that I can relate to that song where Pat Todd sings 
about takin’ his baby from behind. Kickin’ it doggy style is 
what I’m all about!- Ken 


LICK 57’S Tara 7" (Offtime) It’s a good thing these guys live 
in Texas and not farther north, because I’d be seriously wor- 
ried about Ben Weasel suing them for copyright infringement. 
There are certainly worse bands to ape, but these guys need 
a serious dose of originality. -brian 


LIFE AFTER LIFE Just Trip CD (Alternative Tentacles) The 
press pack included with this disc makes a big deal about 
them being freedom fighters in Czechoslovakia, getting im- 
prisoned for playing drums at underground gigs, etc., which 
is respectable and all, but unfortunately it’s not very interest- 
ing listening. The music is uptempo and occasionally punky, 
the singing is rough and heartfelt, and the accordion is a fun 
touch on a few songs, but it doesn’t move me and the songs 
are too long. —brian 


THE LILLINGTONS Nothing Cool LP (Clearview/Skull 
Duggery) Fun power driven Ramonesy punk that manages 
to keep things good while not doing anything too original. — 
dan 


THE LILLINGTONS Shit Out Of Luck LP + 7” (Clearview) In 
a world saturated by pop punk, many punks are ready to 
fucking bag up the whole genre and toss it out with the trash. 
But the problem with doing that is, while you may eliminate 
loads of crappy Cali bands, you might just skip by the few 
gems that still are shining proudly. The Lillingtons are one 
such gem, they play fast fucking melodic punk with a hint of 
garage and loads of 70’s punk sounds. The vocals are unique 
enough too help them stand out, the drive of each song is 
steady and fast, and before you know it you are hooked. — 
dan 


LOST GOAT 7” (Alternative Tentacles) Lost Goat is slow, 
heavy, and on the dark side of rock- not metal or goth, but not 
with the same upbeat full force energy of punk.... grainy yet 
beautiful girl vox. There’s just something lacking in the sound, 


or amr. Tibbs is, but they make a hell of a racket in the hands 
of Mog Stunt Team 5. This racket runs amok in the shitload 
of rockin’ tunes that are all over this album. Definitely a fine 
mixing of noise n’ rock, it’s been kicking out of my hi-fi in 
overtime. -charlie 


The first two songs on this CD were great, the first being a 
Cheap Trick cover (Zeke covers the same tune, by the way), 
the second being an excellent fuzzed out catchy rock n’ roll 
number that reminds me of Cheap Trick (again) crossed with 
a surlier Supernova. After that extremely promising start 
though, the songs start to get longer, heavier, and noisier, 
they start singing about how John Tesh is an alien, etc. This 
leaves me little choice but to start foolin’ with the fast forward 
button. If you’re gonna go the arty n’ heavy route (Don’t get 
me wrong, I’ve got nothing against the arty n’ heavy route 
whatsoever, it’s just that it seems that there’s hardly any bands 
doing it properly these days. And none of them are on Am- 
Rep) don’t forget to rock, damnit! Probably the worst band 
currently mining the space schtick.- Ken 


MONSTER ZERO Demo (tape) Demo tape in a red fur case. 
Straight surf guitar instros and the standard monster noise 
intro gimmick. | liked “Hell On Wheels” best. The promo info 
name drops the guy who penned “Penetration” and he may 
be pictured in mummy rap playing one %..! 

of the two guitars. They sent a snapshot 
of the band performing. OK, listen to the 
production values on the Phantom Surf- 
ers meet Dick Dale LP on Crown. So 
simple and raw the sound could have 
come out of 1961. That's what | expect 
from a band drawing on Steve L’s cred. 
-Nobodyman & Miss Surfer Girl 


MOTIVE A Doctrine Of Scripted Torture, 
7” (Exit) Holy flaming Christians on the 
street! This is by far the best hardcore 
to hit these ears of mine since his hero . 
is gone, converge or acme began prov- £ 
ing that hardcore is more than crew cuts § 
and sweatpants or charged hair and 
spikes. Motive’s multiple tempo 
changes, heavy to fast transitions and 
screaming lyrics push this ep so far be- 
yond traditional definitions of hardcore 
that all labels; metal, hardcore, emo, etc. all fade away into 
the bullshit labels they are. Motive blend power, aggression, 
emotion and enough intricate musical tricks to keep you on 
your toes while you thrash around on the floor, kicking and 
screaming. The lyrics are personal, yet far from boring or re- 
petitive, with a strong introspective stance and a combative, 
and dare | say well executed, focus on rape. If you want to 
remain stagnant in a particular subcultural niche or continue 
living in the events of years past, skip this record. But if you 
want to experience some of the best “new wave” of powerful 
and emotional hardcore, pick this up. Color me a nice purple 
shade of impressed. —Mike @ntipathy 


THE MUGGS Sour Grapes 7” (Poverty Records) This rocks. 
Really melodic punk. The lead singer sounds suspiciously 
like Perry Farrell, a side project of his perhaps? —Maverick 


MUMIA ABU-JAMAL/MAN IS THE BASTARD split CD (Al- 
ternative Tentacles) If this isn’t the most bizarre split release 
of the year, it’s certainly to make everyone's short list. Side 


minutes or less, with 80’s style un-PC and comical lyrics like 
“Sally Rimjob”, “| Ate My Girlfriend’s Tampon”, or “Closet 
Nazi”, and alternating vocals. The Muzzies also sound like 
80's hardcore, a lot like the Dwarves, the Germs and some- 
times a bit on the metal end, i.e. Dr. Know or Corrosion of 
Conformity. -Daveck 


MY LIFE IN RAIN This Band.is Killing Me CD ep (Allied) Lis- 
tening to this band | hear equal parts Jawbox and Lungfish, 
with a bit of Six going on Seven, especially in the vocal de- 
partment. They’re from Washington DC and their sound ba- 
sically reflects some of the Dischord/Desoto bands on the 
indie/emo tip. Lyrics are of the personal bent. | listened to 
this a couple of times and will, most likely, listen to it again. - 
Josh B. 


NAKED RAYGUN Last of the Demohicans CD (Dyslexic 
Records) For the vast majority of bands, an album comprised 
of demos and live stuff would be an effort to cash in on a 
band’s former glory. At best it would be something for fans 
and completists to purchase, while those that have only heard 
of the band hear it and wonder what all the fuss was about. 
But seriously, this is Naked Raygun we're talking about here, 
so it really shouldn’t surprise anyone who has any business 
reading 10 Things that this album is a keeper. 
The new songs are made stronger from the 


ping with energy, and the songs from the first 
demo have all that vital Naked Raygun good- 
ness in its most raw form. Essential for Naked 
Raygun fans, simply a must have for every- 
one else. -charlie 


THE NECKBONES Souls on Fire CD (Fat 
+ Possum) Yet another band playing that new- 
. fangled old-fashioned rock n’ roll. This band 
sounds pretty okay when they’re taking some 
blues/country/r&b riff and pounding away at it 
with everything they've got. Not all the songs 
on the album are like that, though, and the 
whole album ends up only halfway decent. The 
good tunes have me keeping an ear to the 
ground for a show, single, or album. The bad 


: s 
ones keep me from recommending people go 
WIRETAPS out and drop $12 on this CD. -charlie 


NINETY POUND WUSS Where Meager Die Of Self-Interest 
CD (Tooth & Nail) Somewhat spazzy hardcore that floats 
between the crunch of bands like Big Black to faster hardcore, 
with occasional pop punk melodies thrown in. They dropped 
their more “questionable” Christian lyrics and have moved 
towards darker, heavier music, both certainly good things. — 
dan 


NO COMPLY/DYSLEXICS split 7" (Savior) If you got the 
Ramones drunk on human blood and made them watch ev- 
ery episode of Tales from the Crypt, you would end up with 
the snotty ghouls of No Comply. Don’t bury your dead in shal- 
low graves unless you want these grave diggin punks to eat 
their next meal. | reall DIG this side of the 7". The Dyslexics 
side is noisy punk tinged with a dash of crusty hardcore and 
indecipherable lyrics. They cover “spent the rent” by the 
Queers. | prefer the No Comply side. The cannibalistic art 
and 9 songs are a great soundtrack for writing obituaries, 
making coffins, and carving tombstones. —scott 
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NO FUN AT ALL The Big Takeover CD (Burning Heart) If is a different band. Pipefitter play guitar heavy punk with good 
these guys were on Epitaph, they’d have a gold record by tempo changes and vocals kinda like Rollins in the 80's (so 
now; they're fast, crunchy and melodic, with hooks and catchy yeah, they rock). Pacifier have a similar style of music, they 
choruses aplenty. Don’t feel too bad for them, though - this don’t sound similar, but I'd say they are in the same genre 
record is over-produced, lightweight and formulaic. You've (though | don’t have a witty name for said genre yet). Their 


heard it all before. —brian 


NOFX So Long And Thanks For All The Shoes CD (Epitaph) 
With as much shit as a band like NOFX has to take for being 
popular, they still manage to keep a good sense of humor 
about it and aren't afraid to address it, kicking off their zillionth 
album with “It’s My Job To Keep The Punk Rock Elite”. | was 
a NOFX fan as soon as Liberal Animation came out about 10 
years ago, and while | have enjoyed them live a bunch of 
times & find the band members to be pretty cool, | just don’t 
listen to them anymore. But! am glad to see they are keeping 
things fast and humorous (although over-produced and kinda 
boring), I’d much rather see a zillion kids walking around in 
NOFX shirts than Marilyn Manson shirts any day. —dan 


OBLIVION/APOCALYPSE HOBOKEN 7" (Harmless 
Records) You know what? Oblivion is cool and Apocalypse 
Hoboken just isn’t. Oblivion is a bunch of happy little boys 
singing about the “Polaroid Man” and the “Man of the Year” 
in a rather John Denverish sort of pop punk. It’s so CUTE! 
Just like those adorable smurfs! Anyway, they’re Formula One 
meets John Denver. On the OTHER hand, side-b is terrible. 
| mean, if you just listen to it, it's OK popcore with Quincy 
Punx vocals, but lyrics like “Do you wanna date? / Or maybe 
I'll just scream in your face” just DON’T REALLY GIVE ME 
HAPPY THOUGHTS. Still, the Oblivion side is really good, 
and the wrestler theme of the jacket is just smurfy! It makes 
me think of Colleen, because when it comes to midget wres- 
tling, she’s one kinky motherfucker.... -SidSpx 


OBLIVION/GODS REFLEX split 7" (Johann’s Face) Oblivion 
hail from Chicago, IL. and should never be confused with the 
all mighty Oblivions from Memphis, TN. but they are none 
the less a super cool band. Fun, melodic, infectious with tons 
of energy — | just wanted to keep playing it! Gods Reflex are 
a newish band and It’s great to see some really cool stuff 
coming from the Midwest. They are good, but they started to 
run into the complaint rock area that makes me want to poke 
my eyes out. Still a great 7" and Oblivion make it worth the 
price of admission. -Meghan S 


OVARIAN TROLLEY Ciao Meow CD (Candy-Ass Records) 
OK, | really didn’t like this CD. | put it in my CD player which 
holds 5 CD’s and forgot about it until | went to bed listening to 
CD’s. This one woke me up and made me get out of bed to 
turn it off. The vocals really annoyed me. -jessica 


OXYMORON The Pack Is Back CD (Knock Out) Fun sing 
along 70’s punk (some would say Oi!) from Germany with 
themes of class struggle and punk rock. Pretty fucking good, 
melodic yet tough. I’d heard this band was pretty good, glad 
to finally hear them. —dan 


PANSY DIVISION Manada 7" (Mint) If you know about Pansy 
division, this is familiar territory. If not, here’s the skinny: Three 
Canadian boys singing happy, upbeat pop songs (a la label 
mates the Smugglers) with unabashedly gay subject matter. 
It's got 4 tracks: two versions of “Manada’” (one English, one 
French), the standout “One Night Stand” and an entertaining 
ditty about a boyfriend who has “Hockey Hair’. The music 
stands on its own merits, but the unusual lyrics make it truly 
memorable. Having heard this 7", I’m now truly sorry to have 
missed them last time through town, as | hear their live show 
is even more entertaining. -Chris F. 


PEZZ One Last Look... CD (BYO Records) Mediocre pop- 
punk with vocals that stray into Silverchair territory on the 
slow ones. At first this sounded okay with a few fast (almost 
hardcore) songs at the beginning. They soon lose their mo- 
mentum though and it’s look out everyone here comes Bush. 
The lyrics are probably the high point here. Philosophical kinda 
shit. A good album for those of you making that transition 
from grunge to punk. -Jed 


THE PHANTOM SURFERS The Exciting Sounds of Model 
Road Racing CD (Lookout/Hobby Hut) Surf music has been 
overdone of late, right? Ditto the hot rod scene. Well, here’s 
the next wave: slot cars. As usual, the Phantom Surfers are 
at the forefront of The Next Big Thing. Here’s an entire album 
dedicated to the sport all your buddies will be into, come win- 
tertime. Umm, yeah, right. In any case, the album is chock 
full of twangy instro riffs and features an informational list of 
hobbyist slang for you to pepper conversation with. My favor- 
ite? The plaintive whine of “Turn Marshal!” -Naomi 


PIPEFITTER/PACIFIER split 7” (Mor Noiz) Wow, I’d swear 
the first Pipefitter song is a lost North American Bison song, 
it’s got the same style of music and vocals, yet it’s obvious it 


vocals are harsher, which is a plus, and their first song packs 
a punch, but | think the bass and guitars need to be louder 
and heavier, something in the mix doesn’t seem quite right. - 
dan 


THE PINKERTON THUGS The Pain and...CD (V.M.L.) The 
Pinkerton Thugs belt out a great mix of street punk, Oi!, and 
hardcore. Most of their songs are packed with energy and 
great anarchist & fuck you politics. They rock and they are 
saying good things, which is all | look for in a good punk band. 
This is a good fucking album, even with the folky acoustic 
number. -dan 


POLITICAL ASYLUM Rock, You Sucker CD (Broken Rekids) 
WEIRD. Very, very weird. This CD is basically a compilation 
of songs, including 10 live tracks. | really don’t know how to 
describe these guys, they go from pop to keyboards to buttrock 
to acoustic to a Replacements sound to just plain strange in 
21 songs. “Passive Fist” is a pretty good rock song, but other 
than that | hated it! On the first track, the bass line is note for 
note the intro to Black Flag’s “Six Pack”. Inside the booklet, 
there are 2 pages of useless, boring facts about Political Asy- 
lum. This CD was weird and very over-produced, yuck. —Jamie 


THE PORCELAIN BOYS Stay Awhile... CD (Pop Kid) The 
CD’s linear notes say one of the tracks was previously re- 
leased on Lookout’s “Can Of Pork”. | don’t remember it and 
that’s probably because this band is pretty easy for me to 
forget. Reminds me of later Descendents stuff, but without 
the energy or intensity. | mean, 12 tracks at nearly 45 min- 
utes? There’s a good 7" buried in here, but the rest of the 
songs are pretty laggy. -Ryan 


PRESSURE Destroy LA CD (Uprising) Poopy California pop 
stuff. Too many cymbals and good lyrics, but this guy has the 
worst vocals. Trying to be raspy so he can hide his singing 
voice better. Musically these guys are okay, but throw in some 
vocals and it’s like argh. —J. Ingrate 


THE PROMISE RING Nothing Feels Good CD (Jade Tree) 
My vote for best record of 97. This band has the uncanny 
ability to write wonderful pop songs that stroll through my 
head for hours. Lyrically, they are somewhat reminiscent of 
vocalist Davey’s last project Cap’n Jazz and deal with his 
theory of the three levels of truth. | don’t know, if you haven't 
heard this band yet you’re missing out. Ditch the angst act 
and latch on to something beautiful. -Josh B. 


This is one of the most boring bands on Earth! -dan 


Definitive proof that the appeal of muscle cars, gasoline and 
speed is universal. Sweden’s Puffball thank the Supersuckers, 
the Dwarves, Zeke and Motorhead in their liner notes and 
sound just like you might expect - loud garage punk in short 
high-octane bursts. Tasty! —brian 


REAGAN YOUTH Live & Rare CD (New Red Archives) The 
title pretty much says it all, this is pretty much all live stuff ’83 
and some demo stuff from ’82 of the somewhat legendary 
Reagan Youth. The recordings aren't totally terrible, but the 
vocals are detracting enough to make it annoying if you aren't 
a true fan. —-dan 


THE RETARDS First Offense 7” (Puke) Easily the youngest 
punk band in Seattle, the Retards surprisingly seem clued 
into older bands, here they blast out a bunch of straight 70’s 
punk. | could do without the slower pop songs until they can 
hold a tune a little better, but the fast songs rule. -dan 


RHYTHYM THIEVES 7” (Garbage) The color sleeve has more 
retro '60s images; large cubic inches, evil looking Detroit grill 
& the sexy model leans on the Thunderbird. | doubt if those 
things exist in Slovenia, the country this music is recorded in, 
but what those ideas mean still exists. And here they are 
expressed in slow tempo songs with butt rawk melodies. The 
basic drumming style they use is the same as with our be- 
loved Girl Trouble. This dude’s vocals have a melted meth 
quality you find on “Ironman,” harsh & raw. We get a “light” 
version of one song and subtle qualities of his voice reveal a 
long dependency on Turkish cigs, a growling contrast to the 
acoustic guitar and harmonica sound on that version. - 
Nobodyman 


THE RICKETS/NEUROTIKS split 7” (Kids United) Fast and 
bratty punk on both sides. The Rickets you must know, they 
played old school punk meets aggressive hardcore, here they 
whip out their final four songs, including the hilarious | Want 
To Be British. The Neurotiks have a similar style, but their 
side is a little less polished, more like drunken pub punk. Cool 
split. -dan 


ROADSIDE MONUMENT/ FRODUS split EP (Tooth & Nail) 
Roadside Monument take “progressive” rhythms and song 
structures and combine them with emo style vocals. Yikes! 
Frodus’ two songs are noisy, pounding, something-core that 
| actually enjoyed. After listening to the jarring contrast be- 
tween these two bands, | resolve to check out Frodus some- 
time in the near future, and to avoid Roadside Monument at 
all costs. -charlie 


ROD/DON'T CALL ME BRIAN Split 7" (What Else) Rod is a 
young beginning of a pop band with socially conscious con- 
cerns and a deep emotional side. This single has two tracks 
by them; “Play the Fool” and “All Along”. Hug me : ) Don’t 


THE PROMS Bubble Bath 7" (Mutant Pop Records) This is Call Me Brian | think is actually Rod incognito. Yes, I’ve de- 
cute punk. It’s a fine line to walk, being cute and still writing cided they must be the same band! Okay, they may be differ- 
punk songs. Maybe the Proms will be able to do that later, ent bands on the same label, but they must both be a part of 
but as is stands right now it’s just too sappy. If you like most the big Dayton, Ohio (and everywhere else in the US, and | 
of the Mutant Pop Stuff, this might be the 7" for you, but if | hear even Sweden and Tennessee) power pop invasion! Okay 
have to listen to cute punk | would rather spin the MTX or then, Don’t Call Me Brian is also a young beginning of a pop 


Sicko. -Meghan S 

THE MOTARDS Saturday Night Special Edition CD 
three piece has been around for about 10 years and it shows | Motards, raw garage punk that harnesses a great 
in their playing. Very tight and up-tempo. File this under SoCal energy driving fans to drinkin’, screamin’, & 


punk rock without all the songs about girls. Very danceable. ages : : a‘ 
Recommended if you like to “mosh” (haha). —Carol dancin wou cpilng. shee anyiing put rote 
ing out, drinking, and having a good time. This is 


PRY High Wire Act CD (Some) It looks like some of the foot- | thankfully under-produced, over-production 
ball players from my school ditched the No Fear gear and | seems the death of good bands these days, it wa- 
dressed in snowboarder clothes. It's got Gavin from Burn in | ters down the energy and takes off the edge. In 
it, so | guess a lot of kids will be able to look at the band | true Motards fashion, they had a fairly nasty fall- 
photos of Pry and still have some respect for them. Yeah, |'" fing out and broke up after their last tour, if you 


being superficial, so sue me. These guys play Quicksand § ,; d th li E 
style post-hardcore that bores the shit out of me. | never liked pre ty Esha enainern apeapeeneng 
tures a lot of the fun. —dan 


Quicksand to begin with, so this glut of imitation bands are 
even more repulsive. | even hear some Pearl Jam creeping 
in. Do people actually like this shit? “Dude, did you get the 
new Pry CD?” “Fuck yeah dude! It’s like Orange 9mm with 
even more Soundgarden licks. Fuck’n hardcore!” —Brian C. 


PUFFBALL Six Pack To Go CD (Burning Heart) In the liner 
notes, they thank Zeke for supplying the material from which 
they came up with the song Salt Tongue, and then go on to 
state that they stole the rest from Motorhead. Well, that actu- 
ally sums up this CD pretty nicely, but just like most of the 
bands mining this genre, these Swedes are pretty fuckin’ 
great. It's just really hard to fuck this style of music up, in my 
opinion. | love the lyrics, too. It's kind of ironic how | tend to 
really dig just about any record with a picture of a fuckin’ car 
(or them checkered flags) om the cover, but not only does 
driving scare the crap out of me, but! don’t even have a driver's 
license! Go figure! -Ken 


id 


band with socially conscious concerns and a deep emotional 
side, and may even be religious. This single has three tracks 
by them; “Girl of my Dreams”, “Soda Jerk”, and “Bethlehem”. 
Happy, Happy, Joy, Joy : ) -Daveck 


ROOTES GROUP SERVICE 7” (Square Target) Not the only 
mod group with three words in their name on the block these 
days now that Max Average Corporation has emerged. I'd 
like to see that group and these guys on a gig at the Jewel 
Box sometime this winter. Having seen both bands, I’d say 
Daaren has the better stage moves. This ep is the RGS’ de- 
but release and the package is an attractive, thick, glossy 
paper stock that has a vintage ’65 look to it. Dig the attention 
to detail and that swell picture on the label of one of the group’s 
former drummers. Their sound is the Vox snarl, but the mix 
could use more clarity and the guitar sound would sting more. 
The three songs are in mid tempos and the lyrics concern the 
strength of personal integrity, the unity of style and the affin- 
ity with ones group. So that’s saying a minor mod theme de- 
velops. Ok you think | stuck my size 12 in my mouth on that, 
then the title track reminds me of the theme the Guess Who 
took up when they did “American Woman.” Then | recall that 
the lead vocalist and song writer in the group is Canadian. 
And finally, the group is also influenced by Billy Childish. So 
suys, you play and I'll pay. I’m old fashioned that way. - 
Nobodyman 


SAM THE BUTCHER Sheltered CD (Far Out Records) Some- 
one should neuter this record company for putting out this 
CD. To paraphrase SimonXXX, “Skacore is ska without the 
fun and hardcore without the power.” While | don’t agree with 
his generalization, it applies pretty perfectly here. THIS 
SUCKS. Maybe if they didn’t have “we're so cool and we're 
so punk and you're just a poseur!” lyrics while playing 
“skacore” without having a horn section and a singer who 
wants to be in Strife, it might be OK. But NO! It doesn’t work 
and the bottom line is: 1T BLOWS WILD GOATS. DO NOT 
BUY THIS. If you want some skacore, go buy some Less 
Than Jake. —SidSpx 


SAWNEY BEAN Aloha From the Interzone 7” (Buy or Die 
Records) Great 7”!! Pure surf music- only one song has vo- 
cals, and it also happens to be the only song without the surf 
punk tingle to it. Short, sweet, and really good guitar. -Tori 


SCREECHING WEASEL Major Label Debut CD (Panic But- 
ton/Lookout) Screeching Weasel kicked their pop bug and 
whip out 6 snotty punk tunes the remind me more of their 
older days (definitely a good thing). The songs include a bit- 
ing attack at the people that give them shit for being popular, 
a pro-vinyl song, an anti-PC song, and a pretty harsh (but 
funny) attack / think on Larry Livermore called “Hey Asshole” 
that coulda been right off one of their first two albums. Let's 
face it, musically Ben Weasel is more enjoyable when he's 
pissed and passionate about something rather than writing 
cheesy love songs. —dan 


SCREWMATICS 12 Sticks of Dynamite 7” (Scooch Pooch) 
This is some weird punk. The a-side is okay, but the b-side 
really sucks. It sounds like two songs being played on and 
off. Pass over this. -Maverick 


*“ SCROG The Sacred Masses 7" (self-released) Wow, this is 
some good Ebullition-style grindcore from Florida. They have 
pretty good dynamics, which keeps their songs interesting 
and they mix up their tempos as well. Kudos for the self- 
released vinyl, but the lyrics are a bit too religious-toned for 
me to really like this. —brian 


SCUM ELEMENT In The Night CD (Circus Max Music) How 
Scum Element was born: “Hey guys, why don’t we form a 
band? We can get instruments, play them really fast and badly, 
make up stupid lyrics that no one can comprehend, let alone 


SLACKER Covering The Bases 7" (Mutant Pop) I’m not a big 
fan of pop-punk, so at first listen | dismissed these guys as 
just another whiny pop-punk band. Surprisingly | was only 
partially right. Slacker are your basic power-pop band. They 
sing about skateboarding, hating school, video games and 
girls. There were a few interesting moments, however. “No 
Class”, the ultimate anti-school anthem, sounds like a poppy, 
buttrock Anti-flag (?!) and “Coffee and Cigarettes”, an angst 
filled whiny song about girl hatred was so damn catchy | was 
humming it for hours. (NOT a good thing!) Basically, if you 
like power-pop, check out Slacker. -Jamie 


SLOPPY SECONDS/VINDICTIVES split 7” (VML) While | 
was excited to get this mainly because of the presence of a 
new song by the less-than-prolific Sloppy Seconds, it’s ac- 
tually the Vindictives track that has been spending the most 

time blasting out of my crappy speakers. Pervert At Large 

is an excellent 77’ish snappy pogopunk number written by 
Ben Weasel himself. Call me selfish, but if | had written a 
understand, and, to top it off, we could all look like Nirvana! song of this caliber, | probably woulda kept it for my own 
We'll sell a million records! Who needs originality?” The best band. | can't believe that | used to hate the Vindictives, what 
song on this CD is an old Cars cover, if that tells you any- was | thinking? Well, | guess that Joey Vindictive’s voice could 
thing. —-Maverick be described as an acquired taste. -Ken 


SHARK CHUM Tres’ Homeboy’s CD (Ain’t That A Rat’s Ass) SLOW GHERKIN Death of a Salesman 7" (Bad Monkey) Not 
Comprised of 2/3 ex-Zeke members, it’s not surprising that sure if this is a Skankin’ Pickle reference or not, but Slow 
Shark Chum sound a lot like Zeke. In fact they sound like Gherkin from Santa Cruz play fun, intelligent, engaging ska. 
Zeke when they were faster and punker, before they decided This 7" has about as much variety as you can hang that de- 
they wanted to be the next Supersuckers. So the music is scription on into four songs: “Zen and Soccer” is an instru- 
blazing fast garage punk, | just wish the lyrics weren't all ei- mental; “Covert Advertising” is fairly straightforward; “Salsa 
ther totally stupid or totally sexist. No one said you had to be |II” is Spanish-flavored (and sung); “Drunken Sailor” is (you 
a brain surgeon to write punk lyrics, but | think we need alittle guessed it) an old sea-chanty, sped up and given new life 
quality control here. —-dan with horns and scratchy guitar. All in all, worth checking out. 


SICKO You Are Not the Boss of Me! CD (eMpTy) Sicko’s ~Ch"'s F- 

long-awaited fourth full-length is finally here, and | was truly THE SMUGGLERS Buddy Holly Convention CD (Lookout) 
excited to get it. The cover art is hilarious, depicting the three More silly garage fun with the Smugglers, but unfortunately 
as they might have appeared on a playground as children— this is only 6 real songs. The frightening part is after the real 
Denny's got a kickball under one arm, and Ean and Josh are songs, when the karoke and sample session kicks in. Yikes, 


squabbling. Compared to the previous three full-lengths, it’s 
a bit of a departure- more of the songs seem to be about real 
things, they change tempos a bit more, and there’s even an 
instrumental. Ean seems more reflective (“An Indie Rock 
Daydream”, “What Happened”, “If 
\’m Vacant”) but can still be silly (“A 
Song About a Rabbit”) and shows off 
his sense of humor poking fun at 
scenesters (“Hipster Boyfriend”). 
Denny is still singing about TV (“Mike 
TV”) but manages to get contempla- 
tive as well (“The One That Got § 
Away”, “Attention Please”). And I'd § 
be remiss if | didn’t mention the Iron 
Maiden classic “Wrathchild” and “My 
Tribute to the Misfits”, showing off the 
band’s roots. Our boys are growing 
up. -Chris F. 


This album was like a pogo-stick for 
me. It bounced around at first listen 
until | imagined that pogo-stick jump- 
ing of a cliff because | did not like it. 
But that pogo stick was no quitter. It 
bounced up the cliff and pogoed its _little heart out when 
| listened to it next. Then, just like any Sicko song, it was 
bouncing around in my head, on the bus, in my sleep, jump- 
ing to and fro like the little pogo stick that could. In a world full 
of too many pop-punk bands, Sicko are by far the kings with 
their nerdy sincerity and tunes that are as catchy as herpes 
when you're exposed to open sores. Any true Iron Maiden 
fan worth his or her weight in spandex and tubesocks would 
buy this album just for the “Wrathchild” cover. -scott 


SIDEKICK KATO | think I’m In Love CD (Johann’s Face) This 
is a pretty good pop-rock or pop-punk CD. Sidekick Kato is at 
least as good as a lot of the music on alternative rock sta- 
tions on the radio. They’re very good musicians, and obvi- 
ously didn’t start their band just last week. There is a lot of 
tension between quiet and furious loud parts in their songs. - 
Christine P. 


SKAVOOVIE & THE EPITONES Ripe CD (Moon Ska ) This 
is a ska band (obviously). More traditional. Smooth vocals, 
horn section and an organ and everything | recommend this 
if you like ska. This is a keeper. —Carol 


SLACKER A Day In The Love Of... CD (Mutant Pop) 
PopSkatePunk from Pennsylvania. The music’s tight & the 
sound is fun. Not outstanding, but solid. Reminds me a little 
of Blink 182, but a bit harder and a little less radio-friendly. - 
Chris F. 
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some of this stuff is totally frightening. -dan 


SNAP-HER Queen Bitch Of Rock & Roll CD (New Red Ar- 
chives) | hate the Beavis song, can’t people find anything 
better to sing about? That aside, Snap- 
Her rock, how can you not like great clas- 
sic punk played by beautiful and bitchy 
women? This is more punk and less 
hardcore than their last LP, but they 
a rough it up a little and give it a little bit of 
fag) garage feel, so | still dig it. -dan 


SODA POP Fuck You CD (Bad Monkey) 
8% This is new school ska with female vo- 
= cals. Kind of boring and I’m glad it’s only 
= 24 minutes long. —Carol 


SPEED-SHIFT/WAGON Split 7" (Full 
Blare) Speed-Shift is raw and blaring, 
icatchy, punk rock and roll, sounding as 

lassic and simple as the MC5, the Dead 
Boys, or the Stooges. But it has this ga- 
rage band sound to it, like it was recorded 
: in a concrete room with Fenders and a 
cheap drum kit, but banging it hard, and it’s faster, not as 
fast as the New Bomb Turks, who | believe recorded in a 
kitchen once. Rockin’ and loud, with powerfully snotty vo- 
cals, almost of equal snottiness as Stiv Bator himself, defi- 
nitely a good change of direction from the pop punk explo- 
sion that’s wasting a lot of good plastic out there. Wagon 
must also use Fenders in a concrete room, but with dual vo- 
cals that make them sound almost industrial. The guitar style 
is somewhat emo, but not, because it’s so sinister and driv- 
ing. They’ll start by plucking out minor intervals in a slow 
monotonous way and singing like a drunk, then building up 
the tempo to a point where they’re screaming and the guitar 
player is railing on the low strings. -Daveck 


STEVE AND THE JERKS Leaders of the Jerks LP (Royal) 
Check out the new Girlyhead for reasons not to hate France, 
but right now let's just make this #1. Punk rock so straightfor- 
ward, you'd think it was ‘merican. Well, until the cover of 
“Cherry Bomb” (with Cecilia from the No-Talents on vocals), 
which has some mildly funky pronunciation. But, other than 
that minor point, what's not to like? Check out the remarkably 
sparse drumming. It’s truly inspirational. -Naomi 


STINK Splitting Nothing Up Three Ways CD (Allied) Seattle’s 
Stink play fast melodic punk very much in the vein of mid- 
80’s Husker Du. Chris added a heavier sound on guitars this 
album, tossin’ in a little metal. | don’t know if it’s the mix or 
what, but this album didn’t grab me near as much as the last 
one. —dan 
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STREET TROOPERS Take The Battle To The Streets CD 
(Knock Out) Cheesy name, but don’t let that dissuade you 
from checking this out. Leftist Oi! bands are unfortunately far 
too rare, it’s good to hear skinheads singing against racism 
and private property. The music is pretty solid street punk 
with no surprises. —-dan 


SUBJECT MAD 3 Funny Kids 7" (Dirty Records) Dude! It’s 
dope! | mean, they’re not going to be the next Slayer or any- 
thing, but they're still NEAT! Did you ever see the Dissidents? 
How about Casualties of Power? Even if you haven't, have 
you ever thought to yourself, “Self, this band wanks giraffes.” 
And then have you ever responded “Well, you know, if they 
actually had some feeling in their stupider-than-fuck lyrics, 
they'd be pretty cool!” GUESS WHAT! Subject Mad is JUST 
that band! They're sloppy, they're simple, and their sound 
has been done more times than Tori Spelling, but it’s pretty 
neat! They kind of remind me of a juvenile version of Bristle, 
but less anthemic. If you’re looking for something young and 
dumb from Arizona, pick up a copy! -SidSpx 


SWEET DIESEL Wrongville CD (Gypsy Records) I’m not 
decided on this one yet. It's not too good, yet it’s not too bad. 
The music is kind of a medium fast punk. Some of the tracks 


sound EXACTLY like the Poster Children, but hey, imitation : 


is the highest form of art, right? -Maverick 


SYMPOSIUM One Day at a Time LP (Infectious) Well, lets 
see, what to say about Symposium... they’re a band outta 
West London, and according to the handy little bio | got with 
the record, the “best live band in Britain”. They've played with 
No Doubt, Blur, and many more. Their sound, well it’s good, 
but it somehow in some very strange way, reminds me of 
Oasis (probably ‘cause of their song “Drink the Sunshine”, 
but | dunno). They do have a ton of energy, but they don’t 
play very fast, it’s melodic and poppy and they supposedly 
drive the crowds mad. | think this band could definitely make 
it big once they hit the States and | don’t necessarily mean 
that in a good way. -Tori 


SYMPOSIUM s/t CD (Red Ant) Hi, we’re Symposium. We 
wish we were on Fat Wreck or Epitaph, but we don’t play fast 
enough or put enough cheezy solos into our music. Instead, 
we're on a cool “indie” label that puts bar codes on all of our 
CDs, and when we send them for review we make sure to 
punch holes through said barcodes. Instead of counting off 
“One, two, three, four!” we like to recite the alphabet. We 
publish all of our stuff through EMI and we hope to open for 
Bush sometime soon. -Ryan 


TEEN IDOLS CD (Honest Don’s) Super fast Ramonesy punk, 
draggin’ up that 70’s punk sound one more time. | dig this 
band, but | wish this was a little less produced and a little 
more garagey. Good party music nonetheless. They gotta 
win the award for the cutest band this issue, all 3 guys and 
one gal are lookers. —dan 


THREE YEARS DOWN Kill The Cool CD (Wingnut) This is 
very rock influenced and | love rock. Good vocals and music. 
These songs are well written the first song “Hot Head” rocks. 
—Carol 


THUG/GREENMACHINE split 7” (Bovine) Carrying on in the 
Bovine tradition of dark, discordant hardcore, these bands 
(Thug from Crucifuck land, Wisconsin, and Greenmachine 
from Japan) do it and they do it well. Greenmachine turn out 
some sludgy, straightforward tunes with an emphasis on the 
HEAVY side of life. Thug bust out similar discordant noise 
with tons of starts, stops, tempo changes and some neat 
samples. At first neither band really slapped my cheek and 
demanded closer attention, but after a second and third lis- 
ten, all kinds of neat little hooks and often odd progressions 
were revealed. My mom would totally hate it, but | really like 
this record. -Mike @ntipathy 


THE THUGGS CD (VML) Poorly recorded, raw, no-frills punk 
rock. | like it. A lot. This self-titled CD is going to be super- 
glued into my player for a while. Highly recommended. But 
why take my word for it? Check out their songs “Drain” & 
“Listen Up” in Real Audio on their Web site (http:// 
vmirecords.simplenet.com/vmi/thuggs.htm). After you hear 
how kick-ass they are, you can mail-order this. Get thee out 
and get it. -Randy 


TORTURE KITTY Yardsale CD (V.M.L.) Torture Kitty are a 
decent up and coming Epitaph style bubble-gum, high-speed, 
ultra-positive pop, punk band, comparable to the liking of 
Millencolin (without the ska and walking base lines) and 
Chixdiggit, even with the fast punk love songs motif. Overall 
perfect production, from the crisp and punchy processed dis- 
tortion feeding the celestians feeding your ears to the obliga- 
tory harmonizing background vocals, customary of the West 
Coast pop punk sound of course. So these old farts in Ten- 
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nessee are finally catching on hmmm... it looks like even 
Sweden beat Tennessee to that bandwagon. | have to give 
them credit on a few for pulling the sound off with a bit of 
personality in the vocals department on “Lawn Boy”, “Gum 
Machine”, and especially “Job Corps Girl”. But his style can 
also become noticeably annoying on songs like “Teen Idol” 
or “Better Way”. I’m sure they can put on a phat live show 
and show everyone a good time. So if you’re into that Bad 
Religion/Coffin Break pop punk sound done and redone, and 
you can’t seem to find enough bands that play it, aqui. — 
Daveck 


TRASH TRAIN Come Along For The Ride CD (Snakepit) Fun 
countrified garage punk hailing from the town of Stanwood, 
Washington. They mix elements of X (complete with male 
and female vocals), Gas Huffer, and the Blasters. This rock 
and rolls, but they toss in the speed and energy of punk, akin 
to the Rev. and his whiskey sodden ilk. They definitely have 
a little somethin’ goin’ on with their guitar laden rockers, but 
when they kick in the speed and punch it to the floor this baby 
smokes. —dan 


TRENCHCOAT GANG demo tape (Crash) | think | liked the 
rap this is taped over better, it kicks in about halfway through 
side one. Quality is the big issue here, | am not all that picky, 
after doubling the volume it sounds like there is a punk band 
somewhere in there, but seeing as they are from Bainbridge, 
that would explain their inability to record on anything better 
than a boombox. -dan 


TWISTED NIXON In Punk We Trust CD (Watergate Records) 


like listening to Fugazi, like | said, almost. There are only 6 
tracks, so that is lame, but each song is not that bad on the 
ears. Good for drinking in the car. But don’t drive while drink- 
ing to this, sit in a parking lot, or don’t drink with this actually, 
just drive and listen to this in your car. Try that drive from 
Seattle to Tacoma, over a nice long boring drive, this CD 
sounds alright.- Nick B-ham 


V. CARD There’s You... CD (Allied) Most of these songs are 
pop-punk in the Superchunk/Husker Du kind of way. Thank- 
fully, the vocals aren’t whiny, as is the case with most bands 
offering up these kind of tunes. There are also a few songs 
with straight-up hardcore rhythms before the Blondie cover 
wraps things up. The songs are well played and enthusiastic 
enough, but since I’m not a pop-punk fan, | don’t hear any- 
thing special on this album. -charlie 


VARIOUS ARTISTS- ABC’s Of Punk CD (Whirled Records) 
How novel, there is a band for each letter of the alphabet. My 
faves are the stuff from In/Humanity, Unsettled, and Gus. A 
lot of it is poppy stuff, and some of it is more emo. Less Than 
Fake is also on this, so it is a must buy for all the mindless 
peons. —J. Ingrate 


V/A- The Blue Whale LP (Bucky) This is named after Boyde’s 
blue van he had to sell to put this out, appropriately the first 
500 come on blue vinyl, so snatch one up quickly kids. The 
band range is pretty wide here, the cool thing is there are a 
couple songs from each band, including Catapult, the almighty 
Submission Hold, Boba Fett Youth, the Lizards, Sharon Tate, 
and the Independents. I’d be lying if | said this rules, but there 
are some good bands and some good songs on this, and 
with more than one song from each band it’s more like six 7”s 
on one record, so it’s a good way to hear some new bands. — 
dan 


V/A- BYO/Big Daddy Records Sample This! CD (BYO) This 
is a very big comp. The BYO songs are mostly bubblegum 
pop punk, | liked the Big Daddy songs are better because 
they’re a little more experimental. Some of the bands that are 
on this thing include: BOUNCING SOULS, YOUTH BRI- 
GADE, JON COUGAR CONCENTRATION CAMP, BLUES 
EXPERIMENT (my personal favorite), ROYAL CROWN RE- 
VUE. All in all a really varied mix of bands. —Carol 


V/A- Cheapo Crypt Sampler #2 CD (Crypt) Okay, so you prob- 
ably already have all this stuff already (besides the Oblivians’ 
Quintron-enhanced “gospel” song “Feel Alright” which 
should've been available stateside months and months ago... 
May ’97, my ass...) but think about all the time you'll save on 
making mix tapes from your piles of wax just by plunking down 
a coupla bucks on this CD. Twenty-two gutter-rocking bands! 
Thirty-one songs! It would take days for you to sort that stuff 
out on your turntable. You could even pretend that your “spe- 
cial friend” made this comp for you, as a gift of love. Well, 
maybe not. No, you probably don’t wanna do that. This is like 


This is pretty cool. Old school style punk and pretty lo-fi, which a little tease, making everyone out west realize what they're 
is a good change from all this slick sounding bullshit. They missing. Write Crypt right now and demand they send the 
remind me of Moral Crux, but with more of an edge. | may be fabled October '97 Revelators/Oblivians/Bantam Rooster/ 


way off though so don’t qoute me on that. -Jed 


This CD is filled with heavy, distor- 
tion filled guitar and plenty of 
buttrockish guitar solos. Although 
these guys aren't my thing, | thought 
the music was okay, tolerable, at 
least. The lyrics are pretty political 
and preachy, but they make some 
good points. One thing that really 
pissed me off is that these guys dared 
to cover the Clash’s “Somebody Got 
Murdered” and did a really, really 
BAD job at it. Personally | didn’t like 
it, but if you like distortion-heavy, 
hard, political punk rock, go grab this 
album. —Jamie 


THE UNDEAD Dawn Of The Undead 
CD (Shock) Bobby Steele has 
plugged along with the Undead for 
17 years since leaving the Misfits, this CD is a “best of’ with 
material from various 7”s and albums. Most of the music is 
pretty good (although | could do without the drum machine), 
it’s in the vein of the earlier Misfits stuff, but I’m sure every 
Misfits fan out there already has most of these songs on vi- 
nyl. -dan 


Dirtys tour to wherever you are. -Naomi 


V/A- Cinema Beer Nuts CD (Hope- 
less Records) Go-go gadget- 
popcore, yes! The Vandals, MxPx, 
Mustard Plug, the Lunachicks, the 
Nobodys, AFI, Strife- this CD 
RULES! Are you in a happy, 
bouncy mood? Do you wanna be 
in a happy, bouncy mood? Well, 
STOPaahes LOYD, HERE 
COMES THE BEER NUTS! The 
COOLEST part is that the thing 
came in a BIG-ASSED Beer Nuts 
bag! It’s rad! It’s a MUST for those 
“Hey! | wanna be a skater!” sort of 
days. Pick this up or I'll give you a 
yogurt enema. —SidSpx 


V/A- Creepy Crawl Live CD (An- 
other Planet) Ah yes, New York 
hardcore. This live CD has MURPHY’S LAW, H20, 
WARZONE, MAXIMUM PENALTY and a lot more. If you’re 
into NYHC you need this. Now. —Carol 


V/A- Death To False Metal CD (Probe Records) This CD 
cracks me the fuck up! Punk bands doing metal covers. 
SCHLONG does Round and Round (RATT), LOPEZ does 
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URANIUM 9 VOLT Wild Seven CD (Lookout!) The first thing You Can’t Stop Rock n’ Roll (TWISTED SISTER). You get 
that | thought of when | heard the first track on this CD was a the idea. Some of the bands on this did some very obscure 
punk version of that band U2. The rest of it sounded different songs that only true metalheads will know about. Very Rec- 
that that track though. They aren't really punk, but they are ommended! —Carol 


kinda fast. The second track does that one thing, where you ' : ; 
start slow and then gradually get fast. This track is almost CESSES ie Stee Fee OFERE PRICEY) 
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BOTH NEW RECORDS OUT NOW ON EPITAPH. : 


www.epitaph.com 


Like it says 47 bands. 
Wow! Sort of like the 10 
Things comp, loud angry 
stuff, except it's Canadian 
bands. It’s got Submission 
Hold, Spazmz 
Propaghandi and Moaning 
Lisas. Good range of mu 
sic to bands wanting to be 
the Ramones all the way 
to other good shit. If you 
can find it, get it. -J. Ingrate 


V/A- Iron City Punk Vol. 2 
(self-released) This is 
packed with a bunch of 
bands from one of the 
more productive punk \ 
towns in recent years. 57 


tation, Turun Tauti, the Trots, 
OWS, the A-Team, Losing 
Hand, Go Nowheres, Act Of 


Procrastinators. This is a good 
mix of Northwest and foreign 
4 hardcore if you can deal with 
the varying levels of quality 
tm and volume. -dan 


= V/A- San Jam compilation CD 
§($10ppd to Yann Dubois/9 

Rue Des Mesanges/35650 Le 
Rheu, France 
SanjamRec@aol.com) This 
sq CD kicks so much ass! It’s a 
¥ 4 compilation of sorts with Divide 
ee "and Conquer, a band out of 
Carolina, Lee Major out of France, Eterna Inocencia 


North 


Defective, Liverball, Disco Crisis, Discord, Reagan Squad, out of Argentina, and Juggling Jugulars out of Finland. All the 
the Splits, Anti-Flag, Pilsner, Arn City Panhandlers, Kebabs, bands play fast punk music mixed with vocals that range from 
Chooch, Ultimatics, Master Mechanic, and Steel Minors all power pop to raw screaming, it’s just a great blend, although 
contribute a few songs. | really dig regional releases and zines, really hard to explain. | just extremely recommend it, espe- 
this is a good mix of mostly old school bands, now | gotta find cially since all the vox rule and and cause although Eterna 


volume 1. -dan 


V/A- Liverache, Tales From The Liver’s Edge double LP (Very 
Small Records) 43 bands singing about drinking, America’s 
favorite pastime. Some of the highlights include the Wretched 
Ones, the Fuzz, Gringo, Broken Toys, Lopez, the Snatchers, 
Depro-Provera, Haggis, Fetish, Bomf!, Elmer, and Less Than 
Jake. There are also loads of great and hilarious samples 
about drinking between the songs. -dan 


V/A- Lonestar Showdown Vol. 1 7” (Little Deputy) Well hell, 
how could you go wrong here, throw a couple of kick ass 
Texas punk bands on a comp together and you get a kick 
ass compilation. The Motards, the Crying Out Louds, the 
Reclusives, and Wormdirt all contribute songs, if you even 
dig two of these bands it’s worth it, and if you don’t dig the 
Motards you are fired from punk rock. —dan 


V/A- Nothing Beats A Royal Flush CD (Roto-Flex) Wow, re- 
corded proof that we all should’ve gone to the Roto-Flex 
shindig up in Calgary last summer... whoops. Thankfully, this 
compilation isn’t about toilets (at least not on first listen). In- 
stead, it features 18 of the finest young Canuck rock combos 
around. Maow, Huevos Rancheros, the Von Zippers, 
Chixdiggit, the Tonics, the Mants, the Spaceshits, and more 
perform songs to acquaint you with their sound, the Sound of 
Young Canada. There’s a lot of organ going on in Young 
Canada, apparently, which is a good thing. Instrumental bands 
don’t surf in Canada, they just rock. Seemingly demure and 
polite, these bands exhibit a ferocity that should make those 
living in our northern states kinda nervous. —Naomi 


V/A- Oi!/Skampilation Vol. #3 CD (Radical) A pretty damn 
good comp!! (And | say that with surprise!) This time around, 
the focus was more on punk than ska. There were some good, 
sort of Oi!, fast and heavy punk bands like the Ducky Boys, 
the Unseen, Average Suburbanites, Pinkos, and the Trouble. 
They also had some decent ska bands like Checkerboard 
Charlie, the Kingpins and Inspecter 7, who actually made me 
reconsider my opinion of all 3rd wave ska! |’m not that big of 
a ska fan, but I’d recommend this comp. It was well done and 
a fun CD to listen to. If you liked the first two volumes, then 
definitely grab this one, and even if you didn’t, this volume 
will change your mind! —Jamie 


V/A- Physical Fatness Fat Music Vol.3 (Fat) You all no what 
to expect from this one. A bunch of talented bands playing 
okay songs for $3.98. The NOFX song “Olive Me” starts this 
off with a ripping bassline. | noticed the bass on most of these 
songs sounds almost identical. | think it’s actually Fat Mike 
playing every song on here. The Swinging Utters have prob- 
ably the best song, although it starts out with acoustic gui- 
tars. Weird!! Tilt also has a strong performance, | love female 
vocalists. | hate it though when everyone knows how to play 
well. -Jed 


V/A- RAFR Vol. Il CD (Flipside) Starts off strong with the 
Humpers and the Pleasure Fuckers, but kind of sags overall. 
Some high points (Campus Tramps, Turbo AC’s) but is your 
attention span willing to give up 60 minutes? | mean, you 
could be watching TV or something. -Naomi 


V/A- Runnin’ On Punk Rock Time tape (Point of Interest) This 
is Jay’s second tape comp of mostly Northwest bands. The 
quality of the recordings varies, no biggie, but my big hang 
up with it is so does the recording level, | found myself having 
to turn up and turn down my stereo. But hey, that’s punk rock. 
The bands included are: Damaged Goods, the Catheters, 
4Q, Larvae, Armistice, Positively Negative, Schizoid, Detes- 


Incoencia sing in Spanish, they translated their lyrics into 
English and listed both versions (anyone thinking of taking 
up Spanish?). Speaking of lyrics, all the bands are pretty 
politically minded and have a great way of expressing that. 
There are even a few love songs, and fun ones in Spanish 
about skateboarding. Definitely get a copy. 33 songs! -Tori 


V/A- Southeast Hardcore, Fuck Yeah!! 7” (Goat Lord) There 
are only 504 of these babies, so you better drop on your knees 
and pray to the Goat Lord that you can find one. With bands 
like Inhumanity, Eurick, the End of the Century Party, 
Ansojuan, Cavity, Palatka, and Asshole Parade to. round 
things off, you get a bunch of faster than shit hardcore and 
screaming that will annoy your parents and feed your ag- 
gression. —dan 


V/A- Team Mint CD (Mint) This is mostly Mint material, with a 
few Lookout! bands thrown in to celebrate the recent joining 
of forces between the two labels. If you’re into the “lighter” 
sound that Mint is known for (or just curious), but don’t have 
many of the actual albums, this is a worthy pickup. It’s got 5 
Cub tracks (4 less-known + “New York City”), 3 by the Smug- 
glers (always a good thing in my book), 2 from Gob (who | 
hadn’t heard and have grown to like), 2 from Maow, a couple 
of hot instrumental surfy numbers from Huevos Rancheros, 
and single tracks from the Mr. T Experience, the Groovie 
Ghoulies, and Pansy Division. The only letdowns on this were 
the two from Duotang, which just didn’t ring my bell. -Chris F. 


V/A- That Was Then, This Is Now CD (VML) Today’s punk 
bands do yesterday's punk songs, how original. This is the 
3 or 4" 1997 vs. 1977 album, and like all the others, it’s 
kinda mediocre. | don’t mind covers, but | don’t really like a 
full albums worth. Bands featured include the Crumbs, Hickey, 
the Teen Idols, Moral Crux, Quincy Punx, the Nobodys, Show- 
case Showdown, and a bunch more. —dan 


V/A- The Virus That Would Not Die! CD (Alternative Ten- 
tacles) Quite frankly, | have no idea why | was chosen to 
review such an awesome CD comp. Basically, it is various 
artists from the Alternative Tentacles label created by none 
other than DK frontman MC Jello B. This is the kind of thing | 
would purchase if | had a disposable income. Some new 
tracks and some old tracks by 23 cool bands/people. —roya 


V/A- You’re Only As Good As The Last Great Thing You Did 
CD (Lookout! Records) Another cheapo comp. to hit the mar- 
ket and | think this one will run you about 4 or 5 bucks. A 
sampling of what Lookout! had to offer over the last year. 
Highlights; the Hi Fives, the MTX, the Phantom Surfers, the 
Groovie Ghoulies, and a slew of other bands. Lookout! puts 
out some very different musical styles and | was expecting 
the CD to bump around with different sounds, but they did a 
great job keeping the songs at a nice smooth pace. | could 
have done without the Potatomen- | always hated that 80’s, 
gothic vocal sound. | swear the singer from the Criminals 
reminds me of Duane from The Derelicts. -Meghan S 


THE VENDETTAS Can't Stop 7” The a-side takes some stan- 
dard rock n’ roll riffing with manic girly vocals and winds up 
being a toe-tapping rave-up. The b-side has the same two 
ingredients, but none of the energy, and winds up being an- 
noying. -charlie 


VPN Eleanor 7" (Evil Teen) Ummm. The sleeve for this record 
was sandpaper, literally. That was it. No band pictures, no 
information, nothing. The music is along the same lines (ina 
bad way). | gave this a few listens but couldn't find anything 
good about it. Sounds like every other “alternative” band that 


was all over MTV a few years ago. | don’t know, maybe this 
stuff has credibility now that it isn’t popular anymore. I’ve seen 
it happen before. -Ryan 


WHO BOMBED JUDI BARI? CD (Altemative Tentacles) First 
of all, if you aren’t familiar with the life and work of the late 
Earth First!/IWW activist Judi Bari, you should probably get 
out a bit more. Up until her death last spring, Judi was a bas- 
tion of eco-labor-social justice activism and literally breathed 
the life into the decade long campaign to save the headwa- 
ters groves in NorCal. And whom apparently was so good at 
what she did, that the FBI saw fit to blow up her and Daryl 
Cherney in a botched car bomb assassination attempt. Al- 
though | draw contention with some of the stuff she did (like 
making Earth First! an organization rather than a movement), 
she still inspires the shit out of me with her energy, action, 
and clever song writing ability. This is a compilation of her 
speeches and some songs she and Daryl Cherney whipped 
out over the years prior to her death, and serves as an edu- 
cational and entertaining tribute to one of the foremost activ- 
ists of our decade. Although the subject matter is far from the 
well chewed punk subjects of selllouts and war and the mu- 
sic far from punk, Judi and her work still stand as some of the 
best examples of contemporary resistance on this continent. 
Pick it up, it will educate and inspire you. -Mike @ntipathy 


WORD SALAD 7” (self-released) Music to kill your enemies 
too. Pop some speed, toss a recording of “Indiscriminate 
Murder” in the walkman, grab the axe, and get hackin’. Pure 
hardcore metal mayhem. -dan 


WORMBATH Writing On the Wall CD (Forty-Two Records) 
OHMYGOSH, this is the coolest band I’ve ever heard! Do 
you like snotpunk? WELL GUESS WHAT? Wormbath is so 
snotty the CD comes with kleenex! (Well, not really, but they 
do have a really corny cover that | swear they did in 
“Macpaint’!) They're like if Screeching Weasel and Green 
Day and Blanks77 and Scared of Chaka got really, really 
anthemic and even snottier and wrote really terribly cheesy 
lyrics and RULED! They rock so fucking much. Have you 
ever gotten a CD, listened to it once, and then promptly put a 
song from it on your “Best O’ Punk” tape for your friend? 
Well, get off your ass and get this one then! | mean, geeze 
louise, you guys! Do something! Get up! Break Shit! Listen to 
some snotpunk! -SidSpx 


WROUGHT: IRONSMILE 7" (Diminutive/France’s Fjord/ 
Polka-Haunt-Us) | just don’t get it. Sigh. I’m just not cool 
enough to fully appreciate this record. | mean, | kinda liked 
the Strife-esque parts on the second song on the “Sedate 
People” side of the record, but the “Dancing Goat” side just 
reminded me of PINK FLOYD! Aaaaaah! (I hate Pink Floyd!) 
The best way to describe them is emo Floyd. Or emo Pearl 
Jam. | don't really like it, but I’m probably just not enough of 
an art fag to understand it. Go get some Roadside Monu- 
ment instead. -SidSpx 


XIII PFP demo tape (self-released) This is a really good demo, 
very ska influencedv sort of along to lines of the Voodoo Glow 
Skulls, but more rock. Good tempo changes. This is only 5 
songs, I'd be interested in hearing later releases. Keep an 
eye out for this band. —Carol 


X-IT Wife Sentence 7” (Microcosm) Fast girl trio playing fun 
punkrocknroll, with an amazing cover of the Beastie Boys 
“Heartattack Man” thrown in the mix. Hard and fast, yet still 
retaining a feminine air (like most punk girls!). -Tori 


ZEN GUERRILLA Invisible “Lifftee” Pad/Gap-Tooth Clown 
CD (Alternative Tentacles) | count myself as fortunate see- 
ing Zen Guerrilla blow two bands they were opening for off 
the stage. ZG’s vocalist, Marcus, not only poured his soul 
into every song, but did it with the stage energy you would 
expect Iggy Pop had in the Stooges. Rich’s guitaring would 
dive into worlds of total chaos & distortion, then pull out of the 
swirling turmoil of sonic thunder when others would find them- 
selves crashing and burning in such attempts. Carl’s bass 
playing was as hard & heavy as a mile-wide titanium meteor 
slamming into the side of your skull. Andy’s drumming was 
done with such force that I, and many others, were expecting 
the entire kit to disintegrate into dust. Standing on his seat 
did not hinder his playing one bit. One person in the audi- 
ence put it best: “Godamn! These guys play with some hard 
fucking soul!” Try to capture all the above on a record, it’s not 
an easy task, it’s near impossible. Such is the case here. 
This is actually a re-release of two EP’s originally released 
on Insect Records. Fans of early Sonic Youth, Butthole Surf- 
ers & the Swans will really like it, most though. probably will 
be scratching their heads wondering what the big deal is. If 
you find yourself being one, my advice is to see them live. 
Only then will you hear that which is hidden deep within the 

songs. -Randy 


MONO MEN “Have A A Nice the Motherfucker” 
LP/CD - Twelve loud and mean rough hewn 
ravers! E1234 $8.00 LP / $12.00 CD 

P.O. Box 2125 Bellingham, WA. 98227-2125 U.S.A. 


We also carry loads of non-Estrus crap...WRITE 
FOR AFREE CATALOG! Distributed by Mordam. 


Sidekick Kato 


Five Weeks Ahead at My Time 


SUGAR SHACK “Five Weeks Ahead Of 
My Time” LP/CO - twisted texas 
punk rock feedback noise at it’s bad 
dog best! ES1238 $8.00LP/$12.00 CD 


the makers 
. 


h nger 


THE MAKERS “Hunger” LP/CD 
Sixteen potent blasts of unfiltered 
trash from the masters of smash! 
ES1232 $8.00 LP/$12.00 CD 


THE DRAGS “Stop Rock & Roll” 
LP/CD Twelve crazed cuts of prime, 
unrestrained stomp and howl! 
ES1239 $8.001P/$12.00 CD 


THE FELLS “The Fells” LP/CD - 
Debut full-length LP of high energy 
impact straight outta Tucson 
ES1235 $8.00 LP/$12.00 CD 


Sidekick Kato 


“i think im in love” 


CD’s are $10.00 postage paid in the U.S. and $12.00 ppd. elsewhere 


Send cash, checks or money orders to: 


Johann’s Face Records/ P.O. Box 479164/ Chicago, IL 60647 U.S.A. 


Write for our free catalog!! JohannFace@aol.com 


http://members.aol.com/JohannFace 
Distributed by Mordam Records 


P.O. Box 479-164 
Chicago, IL 60647 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 


While other zines may charge up 


to $3 for less than an inch of free space, 
10 Things offers free 40 word classifieds. 


Which is more punk? 


PUNK ROYALE FANZINE Issue #3- Vandals, 
Das Klown, Less Than Jake, Out of Order, 
Columns, articles, reviews, stories & more! 
Send 3 stamps or $1- 9833-159th PL NE 
Redmond, WA 98052. Issue #4 soon! E-mail: 
punkroyale@usa.net 


ZINE DISTRO WANTED- Schism Zine is in 
need of a little distro help. We are a D.I.Y. 
zine and could really use your help. We do 
reviews, interviews, etc. If you want a copy of 
the zine, or want to get in contact with us, just 
e-mail me at blucheer@aol.com 


RECOVERING BRIT-POPPER, | want your 
old stuff. Looking for old Smiths/Morrissey as 
well as Joy Division shirts. Also, looking for 
the Joy Division “Warsaw” LP, Current/Indian 
Summer 7", Evergreen/Still Life 7", Evergreen 
Ip and Current/Embassy 7". Send responses 
to Josh Billstein: 3919 N 34th St. Apt C, 
Tacoma WA 98407 or jbillstein@ups.edu 


LIVE TAPES 4TRADE/SALE. $5 for 90m au- 
dios and $10 for 120m. Videos! Huge variety! 
Over 1,000 shows to choose from. Audios are 
mostly masters. Send $1 for big list. Too many 
bands to name them. Guaranteed to have 
something you're looking for. Send to Steven 
Severin P.O. Box 23203 Seattle WA 98102 
or http:/Awww.meltdown43.com/tapes.htm 


FAT DAY—"Burrega” LP. Short, fast & annoy- 
ing hardcore shite. $5 ppd. In the U.S. to: 
100% Breakfast! Records/12 Wyatt Cir./ 
Somerville MA 02143, USA. 


PRODUCT 4/JOHN Q. PUBLIC SPLIT 7". 
Skacore meets snotcore meets something 
else that all you punks like. MRR says “Well 
worth your time and money.” $5 ppd to: Todd 
Harkness/22 Coachwood Rd West/ 
Lethbridge, Alberta/T1K 6B5/CANADA 


HODGEPODGE ISSUE 3 OUT NOW! Inter- 
views with Delta 72, Jason Farrell (Bluetip), 
Sleepytime Trio, Indecision, Sons of Abraham. 
Articles, columns, book/music/zine reviews 60 
pages of newsprint paper $2ppd to Mike 
Schade/983 Little Neck Ave/N Bellmore NY 
11710 


SLAVE ONE 7" OUT IN JANUARY. Texas 
hardcore, lots of screams and metal parts. You 
know you want it. $3 ppd. Jester East Records/ 
P.O. Box 7583/ Austin TX 78713 


BELCHIN’ WAFFLES FANZINE: A punk 
fanzine straight outta Redmond, WA. Issue 
#1 includes interviews with: Strung Out, 
30footfall, and Funny Farm pt.1. Issue #2 in- 
cludes interviews with: Sicko, Brand New Unit, 
Mad Caddies, and Funny Farm pt.2. http:// 
skapunx.ml.org/~belchin 


CRYING CLOWN FANZINE- An eclectic gath- 
ering of the bizarre. Articles, short stories, po- 
etry, drawings and other artistic creations for 
alternative/pagan/gothic/horror influences. $2 
cash or postage stamps to PO Box 263, 
Yarmouthport MA 02675 ~ Email 
cryclown@aol.com Submissions and zines/ 
music to review also accepted. 


KRAPPY COMP TAPE of home-spun 4-track 
kookiness, featuring toothless pre-music hill- 
billy w/Casio jammering by Las Bubbas, 
unswank lo-fi emo/blues by My Name is Co- 
caine, annoying new wave Mongoltrash by 
Saipanian junior high starlets skatonic, 
ultraprimitive baroque old country by the An- 
vil Sisters, and various other bangy, tinkly, 


ametuerish butt spasms not 
worth mentioning. 15+ 
tracks. $3 to Bill Reidy at 
5907 Meridian St., LA, CA 
90042 


CHIP’S CLOSET 
CLEANER, ISSUE 13. Just 
$3 cash for 68 pages of may- 
hem, fun, unknown people 
with famous people’s names, the Phone Book 
from Hell, the Bionic Man, 18 pages of re- 
views, letters from crazed readers and more. 
Chip Rowe, P.O. Box 11967, Chicago IL 
60611 


THE ROSWELLS “(We Don’t) Go To Church” 
5 song 7" from Microcosm Records. $3 for 5 
songs! Slick and tight. Plus stickers, a but- 
ton, a distro catalog, and more! How could 
you go wrong? 7741 Ohio St. Mentor, OH 
44060 microcosm5@hotmail.com. Distros get 
in touch. 


EYECANDY FANZINE. Brand new. Issue #5 
with 23 song tape comp. $2 PPD. Interviews 
with the Assmen, Dr.Bob’s Nightmare, and 
Racer Ten. 5651 Park St., Mentor OH 44060 


WORMBATH = POP-PUNK PARADISE! 
Check out the hottest band out today and their 
new CD “Writing On The Wall...” 19 songs! 
Pee Pee Fanzine says its “Brilliant.” 
$10.00ppd. Forty-Two Records PO Box 983, 
Levittown PA 19058. 


STAY ALL OVER THE WORLD FOR FREE. 
If you like people more than hotels, join THE 
WORLD FOR FREE. For information write 
to: THE WORLD FOR FREE, Box 137-TT, 
Prince St. Sta, NYC 10012, USA. Email: 
TWFF@juno.com or http:// 
www.freeyellow.com/members2/seidboard/ 
twfhome.html 


AMUSING YOURSELF TO DEATH, a review 
zine and mailorder catalog reviews and sells 
lots of zines! Punk, political, queer, personal, 
quirky, comix, fringe, etc. Send $3 ($4 
Canada/Mexico, $5 world) to: PO Box 91934, 
Santa Barbara CA 93190-1934, USA 


AZMACOURT ISN’T AZMACORT(R), and 
we’re not Rhone-Poulenc Rorer. Send $2/ 
trade now for asthma news, zine reviews, 
comix, nuns, and hardcore inhaler porn. Free 
to asthmatics. Marc & Lydia, OKC’s most be- 
loved zine team, POB 890535, Oklahoma City 
OK 73189 


CRASH RECORDS: The Trenchcoat Gang 
“Swolb Newg” now out 8 songs of BI punk 
rawk... BIHC and more tape including the Dis- 
placements, the Retards, unreleased tracks 
by the UNABOMBERS and _ the 
Cleavers...Also the Unabombers 7”. Tapes 
$2 records $3 6729 Ralston Road, BI, WA 
98110 NO CHECKS 


INFO ON EUROPEAN SCENE NEEDED 
Seattle acoustic performer seeks info on play- 
ing while traveling in Europe; especially seek- 
ing info on Italian squat system; also, acous- 
tic venues in France, Greece, Spain, Brus- 
sels and Amsterdam. Will trade something 
cool for info. Kate 807-2535 or 
kateb@speakeasy.org 


GOIN’ TO EUROPE - SELLING OUR SHIT 
‘77 VW van, runs but needs some attention, 
$850 obo, '81 Honda Accord, travels well, 
available 1/30 $700 obo. Seagull mahogany 
acoustic guitar, handmade in Canada, good 
sound $150. Marshall Valvestate 8100, two 
channels, pedal $175. Marshall 2x12 cabi- 
net, Celestion speakers $250. Casiotone Mt- 
35 keyboard $45. Sony CFD-52 portable ste- 
reo, am/fm, tape, cd $150. Zenith 19" color tv 
$50. Sony VCR, 4 heads, stereo $40. Minolta 
7xi 35mm black body camera w/ 50mm AF 
lens, 80-200mm Maxxum AF xi zoom lens 
and 10 special effects cards, tripod, bag. 


Sweet camera, incredible effects control, full 
manual override, can only part w/it for a fair 
price. Call for details. Snowboard, Peugeot 
10 speed, talking Polaroid and Nishika 3D 
cameras, Minolta lenses and other miscella- 
neous stuff. Free cds with every purchase. 
Prices get cheaper as departure date (2/1/ 
98) nears. Kate 807-2535 or Mike 991-8890. 


FUNNY LIMERICKS. Amuse your friends. 
Booklets, “clean” or “naughty”. State age. $3 
each. Published author. Al Willis, 503 
Cavendish Drive, Arlington TX 76014 


THE FINKS (Seattle area)- Ex-members of 
the Degenerats and the Damaged Goods, 
looking for drummer to play fast hardcore 
punk. Influences are Misfits, early Black Flag, 
S.0.A, and M.O.D. Must Haves: transporta- 
tion & currently not in another band. Contact 
Chris @ 425-644-4754 or Josh @ 425-226- 
8514. 


BORN TO BE AWKWARD #2- interviews with 
the Swingin ‘Utters, J Church, and Boris the 
Sprinkler, record/book/film reviews, and other 
stuff. Columnists/artists wanted, so please 
write with contributions. Send a stamp in the 
U.K. and a U.S. dollar from elsewhere to- 
Woodpecker House, Ridgway Road, Pyrford, 
Woking, Surrey, GU22 8PR, ENGLAND 


PUNK ROYALE DISTRIBUTION distributes 
zines! Titles like Jersey Beat, PTBH!, Bad 
Stain, and more! Send stamp for small cata- 
log. Send zine samples for possible distribu- 
tion and review. 9833-159th PL NE Redmond, 
WA 98082. Web: http://www.skapunx.ml.org/ 
~royale/distro.htm. 

Email: punkroyale@usa.net 


POINT OF INTEREST DISTRO: catalog 
available for only 2 stamps. Over 25 patch 


designs of bands like Conflict, Mankind, Re- 
starts, Obliterated. Zines, buttons, over 40 
different tapes of demos, various compila- 
tions, live stuff, etc. Plus | now have Filth and 
Deprived t-shirts available for $8.00 post paid. 
Point of Interest, 1004 N.32nd St., Renton WA 
98056. To all the punks, punx, hardcore kids, 
emo rockers, skinheads, etc, 


| am currently working on either a book or very 
large ‘zine on punks and sex. | am hereby 
begging on my hands and knees for contri- 
butions to make this endeavor a reality. Writ- 
ten material such as punk erotica, “How-to” 
pieces, thoughts on sexuality (and punk), pro- 
sex vs. anti-sex (esp. In the sXe scene), sex 
stories (first time, best time, weirdest time; true 
or contrived), gay-bi-lesbian-trans stuff, 
BDSM, sex games, clubs, parties, masturba- 
tion, group sex, and fave punk sex songs 
would all be much appreciated. Similarly, |am 
also looking for tasteful photos, artwork, po- 
etry (good poetry please!), and other audio- 
visual stuff to top it off. Please do not attempt 
to contribute any literature, photos or art of 
child porn, pro-rape/non-consensual violence, 
and/or beastiality... they are all nauseating 
reflections of the dominant culture of domina- 
tion, abuse, and exploitation and will definitely 
not be appreciated. All contributors will get a 
copy and more fame, power and prestige than 
they will know what to do with. This will hope- 
fully be finished by March, so if you're inter- 
ested in making this a reality, please send your 
stuff to: Antipathy, POB 11703, Eugene OR 
97440 


GET YOUR HANDS ON a copy of “Fistful of 
Noise,” a compilation CD with undiscovered 
punk bands from around the country and 
Canada. Visit http://users.aol.com/kcpeck83/ 
fon/fon.html! or E-Mail kcpeck83@aol.com for 
more information. 


THIRTEEN SONG DEBUT ALBUM OF 
ANGER FUELLED MELODIC PUNK ROCK 
OUTTA THE U.K. 


Recorded by the Rt. Hon. Frankie Stubbs Esq. 


CD-$11/$12/$14 * LP-$7/$9/$12 * CA-$6/$7/$8 
Prices=USA /Surface World, Mex, Can. Air /Air World 
Post Office Box 67A64 « Los Angeles, CA 90067 * www.byorecords.com 


Dead Moon. 


Hardwired in Ljubljana LP/CD 


'* 
oF 


#. 


¥ 


tht 
SCAREDOFCHAKA 


~ 


PO BOX 12034 
Seattle, Wa 98102 


